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Liam Funrs Eſquire, and Sir 


WILLIAM Corps Knight, grace, 

mercy and peace, 
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—o HE dueregard which we haue of 
= you both, for the ſpeciall gifts 
"as i. wherewith it hath pleaſed GOD 
7. AIP tograccyou; hath mooued vs to 
ol preſent vito you jointly this te- 
S. LL) ſtimonie of our vntained loue, 
*-lE7t LA VVe< doc therather publiſh this 
Treatiſe vnder your naines, bc- 
cauſe we wouldeucourage you, to runne forward con-. 
ſtantly in that Chriſtian race which yuu haue already 
{o happily begunne, and to anſwer that good expeRa- 
tion which is generally and iultlic conceived ot you, 
We hauclong waited and much deſircd to be imploied 
againe, as formerly (through Go.'s mercy) wee haue 
been, But heing hicherto dilapointed of that hope, and 
eſteeming an vnproficable lite to be akinde of vacom- 
tortable | Aur z wethought it our bounden duty to of- 
fer our ſeruice tothe Chuch, and furtherance to your 
faich, inthe beſt manger we can, ſince wee may not vie 
Az} \uch 


L he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


fuck meanes as we would : As you haue been attentiue 
hearers whiles we preached, ſo (we doubt not)bur you 
will be diligent readers of that which is. heere written. 
We ſhall cſtceme it a ſaſficient gaine for our trauel}, if 
either your ſelues, or any other may reape fruit by our 

labours. The God of all mercy incrcaſe his graces ' 

in vs all;and mulriply his blcſkngs vpon vs,that 
our life and death may bring glory to * 
him, and cucrlaſting peace to 
our owne ſoulcs, 


Your VVorſhips 


in all Chriſtian duties 


to be Commanded, 


Ioun Dos, 
 (RoBERT CLEAVvIR. 
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Reader. 


\| Hriſtian Reader, by meanes of our 
promiſe, wee are growne into thy 
Wh debt, which if GOD adde ability 
þ\\ by co our Wullingneſſe, thouſhalt finde 
I-AA,” 4s ready to diſcharge. eAnd for 
thy better aſſurance of our faithſull meaning heerein, 
wee haue communicated unto thee our labours on 
theſe two ( hapters, in part of patment, vntill we can 
proceed to the reſt, Onhe this we muſt imtreat of thee, 
that thou wilt deale with vs, as thou wouldeſt with 
1ſt and honeſt debters which duely pay thee money, 
ff our cone be currant, carrying truth and veritie, 
the ſtampe of Gods holie ſpirit, reef it not though it 
be duskiſh, without glutering ſhew, or curtous work: 
manſhip : but ifought by miftaking hath eſcared vs 
that wanteth werght, or prooueth not good mettall, 
returne it loumplie and in brotherlie maner 'vnto vs, 
and we will doe our beſt endeauonr to yeelde thee bet- 
er 


Tothe Godly Reader, 
ter matter for it. The erght firſt ( hapters a godtie 


learned man hath trauelledin, whoſe pames wee ex- 
petted before this time to haue miocedwith thee, and 
that cauſed vs togoe forwards, emitting the begin- 
ning, vntill we come to the end, The method wee con- 
feſſe, woula be very prepoſterous and aefettiue, were 
it not that fo good a ſupplie would reduce it 1nto due 
order, And ſo we commit the Whole worke both of our 
writing,and thy reading,to the drreftion and bleſsing 
of Gods holy ſpirit vohom we pray to giue thee vnder- 
landing to know his trilywith a faithfull heart to be- 
leeut and obey the ſame, through Teſus Chriſt, «Amen, 
Draitonthis ſcucnth of Noucmber, 1606. 


Thine in all Chriſtian duries, 


Ioun Don, 
RoBzrtt CrirAvinh 
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AN EXPOSITION 
OF THE ELEVENTH CHAP: 


(CHAPTER, Xl. 


verle 1. Falſe balances are an abbomination to the Lord: but a 
perfett weight pleaſetb him, 
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mealures. Andeherewithall 1s con- 
demned whatſoever kind of guile, 
and deceit may be found cither in 
'-he buicr, or fcller. As when that 
vhichis (old is detcQtiue either in 
quantity, or qualicy, not being fie 
or the vie that it is boughe for, or 
1otcorreſpondentto the price that 
is paidfor it, or not an({werable to 
the teſtimony that is giuen »of it. And with theſe doth Amor 
charge the wicked wealthy men of his age : They make the Epba 
or meaſure ſmall,C> the ſhekell,or price great, & fal/ifie the werg bts 
of deceit, That they may buie the poore for filuer, andthe needy for 
ſnooes and ſell the refuſe of their wheat, Soon the other (ide in che 
buyer, when he ſhall faile of all meet proportion betweene the 
price that he payeth, andthe commodity that he buicth, giuing 


- farre |c{Te than che worth and vyalew of it, And where itis (aid, 
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They ave abomination tothe Lord,itis not meant that his quarre]! 
is ag1ioſt the inſenfible creatures, bur he 18 diſpleaſed with the 
iniquity of the perſons, which make,vſe,keepe, or allow them, 
Whereby the other clauſe may be better vnderſtood, that the 
Lord is pleaſed with ſuch as do vprightly vie them, & with love 
of cquity,excrcile it in their traffique,and coucnanrs. 
All io{truments and 'meancs of falſhood are hatefull to God, 
If God ſpeake this but once,and in oneplace,andno where el(c 
but 19 this place, yet he is oflufficicntauthority to requirecredit 
to his word, becauſe he that cannot lic,hath ſpokea it, who allo 
knowerh beſt both what doth offend, and pleaſe him : but hee 
doth often confirme it in the ſcriptures, that che multiplicity of 
reflimonics may the more forcibly perſwade vs to belecuc. The 
ſelfeſame words in effec are not only repeated, but redoubledin 
this booke,and that ſometimes in one chapter. Dixers wergbts, 
& diners meaſures both theſe are exen an abominatis tothe Lord, 
Diners weights are abomination tothe Lord, & falſe ballances are 
not good.Cap.20.10.23» 
Firſt his commandement is hereby violated:for he hath ex- 
_ %, _preſlyforbidden ſuch vnrightcous dealing. 7how (halt not haue 
eary.r;.00 ;ebp bag two manner of weights, a great, and 4 mall; neither ſhalt 
thou baue in thine houſe diners meaſures, a great, and aſmall: but 
thou ſhalt bane a iuſt waght:a perfett, and a inft meaſure ſoalt thou 
hane 5c. For all that do ſuch things, and all that doe vnrighteouſ- 
lie,are abomination tothe Lord thy God, Which is not (o to be yn- 
derſto0d,2s though it were ablolutely vnlawfull to hauc diucrs 
ſorts of weights or meaſures, as ounces, and pounds : as yards, 
and elles:as pecks, and buſhels, &c, Neither yetto hauc many 
of the ſame ſort : for many may be needfull, accordingas men 
haue manifold ocafions to viethem;but co haue chem vnequal 
each to other, which ought to be of the ſame fizc,as ſome of Jar- 
gercontentto buy with,and others of le(ſcr quantity toſcl with, 
this is that which is here prohibited, 

Secondly,his ordinance by this is inuerted, for he hath inſti» 
tuted the vic of negotiation, market, andexchange, for the mu- 
tual benefit of bach (ides,and this is forthe good of neither: for 
the onc is cndamaged in his purſe, and the other in his conſci- 

cence, 
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ence. He would have commerce and trattique to proceed from 
loue,to be exerciſed in loue, and mere toincreale loue; and this 
courſe is altogether contrary to loue, and a meancs toingender 
vakindnes, and hatred, He requireth that iuſtice and equity 
ſhould moderate theſc affaires, and ihat no man ſhould eppreſſe or 
defrande his brother in any matter; but here is filthy lucre moſt 
rclpeRted, and followed, andour brethren wronged, and begui- 
led, 

Thirdly,this finne is ſo much the more lothed of God,by how 
much iris beeter liked of chem chat practiſe it, Their cloſenes, & 
cunning in aRing of it, doth fora time augment their wealth,and 
not impaire their credit, & therfore they count their courſe law- 
full, and themſclues happy for ſuch proſperous ſuccelle : becauſe 
man findeth no fault with them,they thinke that God findethng 
falſhood in chem; and ſeeing yet they haue no puniſhment in- 
flited vpon them, they dreame alſo that no wickedneſle is com 


mitted by them. For ſo the propher complaineth : Hee « 4 Hol.12.7.8, 


Aercham : the ballances of deceit are im his band: he loueth to op- 
preſſe. And Epbraims ſaid, notwithſtanding | am rich : I haue found 
we ont riches in all my labors : they ſball find no iniqui;y m me, that 
were wickedneſſe. 

Admonition not only to forbeare all fraudulent and wrong- 
full dealing,bur with hacred to deteſt it, and with horror to flie 
farre from ic. Thar which is hurtfull ro our brother is hatetull co 
God,and therefore can ncuer bee helpfull co vs. !t hee iudge it 
vnrighteous we ſhall tind it ynproficable :itic be damnable in bis 
hgbr,and therefore his ſoule doth hace 1t, it will at laſt bee in our 
fence, and our ſoule ſhall rue ie. It may bring mony and wealth, 
and raiſe vp mens ſtate, and family, but it will draw downe iudg- 
ments ypon family,ſtate,and wealth, and mony, and makeall to 
be execrable. For that which is ſpoken in another caſe, is alſo ve- 


.The[.4.6, 


Vet, 


rfied in this; Bring not abommation into thine houſe, leſt thow bee DEut.7.26, 


accnrſed like ir, but viterly abborre it, of count it moſt abhominable, 
for it «5 aceurſed. As the gold, and (ilucr, and other coſtly matter, 
whereof the idols were made, & wherewith they were adorned, 
wasexecrable in reſpec of unpiety, ſo1s chis trade of getting, 


and riches ſo gotten in regard of iniquity, And therefore both 
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arc vcry offenſive tothe Lord : both are peſtilent to mens fami- 
lies:both are perilous to their Rate : both ate pernitious totheir 
ſoules. For a curſed pollefſion may make the perſon accurſed, and 
bring the whole houſe to defolation. Which ſhould per{wade 
men not onely ro make faic of getting goods vniultly, but to 
make no ſtay of ridding their hands iuſtly chereof, For as they 
finn* gricuouſly which indireRly receiue that which is none of 
their owne;(o doe they alſo that retainc it, and reſtore it not to 
theright owner, And therefore in ical it 1s ſeras anotcof 
finners,and ſuch as are obſtinately (infull, and which conceiue of 

God as a patron of their ſinfulneſſe,that vpon admonition giuen * 
vnto them from the Lord, would not reforme their falſehood, 

Are yet the treaſures of wickedneſſe in the houſe of the wicked, and 
the ſcant meaſure that  abbommableiShal I inſtifie the wicked bal- 
lencer,and the deceit full wergbts? 

Reproofe and terror of gameſters, and thoſe that make Dice, 
Cardcs and Boules, with ſuch like inſtruments of iniury,to be the 
meaſures of their trade, and the meancs of their maintenance, 
Thereby are they made as odious to Gad, as infeftuous to men, 
& as great aduerſarics to equity, as they which by falſe weights 
doc wrong their chapmen. They bcing aſhamed to appearc in 
their practiſe, doe ſecretly defraude men like theeues that filch 
ina corner: but theſe impudently glorying in their finfulneſſe, 
doc openly profeſſe their purpole, like robbers that com- 
maund mens purſes by the bic waye (ide. They take the way to 
bring ſome part of their neighbours goods to their hands, by 
receiving much for a lictle : but theſe (triue to bring every parte 
to themſclucs, by getting all for nothing, And for this cauſe 
whatſocuer ſucceſle they haue, howſocucr the worlde goeth 
with them,they ſpeed vnhappily. If they winne other mens mo- 
ny,they looſe their blefſednes,and Gods gracious fauour, If they 
loſe their owne mony, they get a curſe, and Gods gricuous dil. 
pleaſure, 

But a true weight, &c. The Lord doth not onely reſpe& the 
picty whichis vſcd in his owne worſhippe, but the trueth and 
juſtice thatis performed to men. 

When the Lord himſclfe isasked what manner of men /boul/d 
dnell 
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yerſe.1. PROVERBS. ; 
dwell in his tabernacle,and reſt in his holie mountaie,that is, which 
ſhould haue a goodeſtate here, and an habitation for euermore in 
heaucn,he deſcribeth them by their innocent,and harmlefle be- 


hauiour towards their brethren. He that walkerb wprightly, and Plal.ry.2. 


worketh righteonſlie, and ſpeaketh the truth in his beart, Hee,cer- 
tainly regardeth that work which he ſo largely rewardeth with 
ſuch wages : and hee is well pleaſed with that perſon in this life, 
whom he will recciue to life cuerlaſting:and equal it is with him, 
that they which conuerſe with carthly people in rightcouſneſſe, 
ſhould alſo continue wich heauenly ſaints m glory, 


Firſt,chey do ſcruice herein to God himl(elfe;for in conſcience pg, 


of his will, and obedience to his word they giue them(clues co 
this vprighenelle. 

Secondly it is his owne worke,and proceedcth from himſelfe; 
for all righteouſneſle is the grace, and fruit of his holy ſpirit, Ag 
fleſh and bloud,with nature,and reaſon, did neuer yet beget any 
ſound piety, and religion; (o it neither will, nor cuer can dire 
any mans heart totrue iuſtice,and righteoulſncſle, 

Thirdly,trueth both in word and deed 1s a part of his glorious 
image,whereby his people are confirmed, and madelike vnto 
him,and therefore he cannot but cake delight inchat which is ſo 
agreeable with his owne nature, and a liucly repreſentation of 
himſclfe. 

Conſolation to them that doe conſtantly and conſcionablie 
addi themſclues ro the exerciſe of equictie. None hath truely 
learned this, hut ſuch as haue bin apprentices in heauen, whom 
the Lord hath informed in the myſery of this trade.Ob.But ma- 
nic others gaine more mony,and thriue faſter, and grow greater 
then they doe. Sol. Buethey paine more comfort, and thriue bet« 
ter,and grow happierthen all others doe, For howſocuerit fa- 
reth with their ſtate for quancity of carchly poſſeſſions, it cannor 
but goe well with their ' ry plenty of heauenly graces,and 
though peraduenture they hauz preſently burlittle ſubſtance in 
cheir houſes, yet there remaineth for them anampletreaſure in 
the heauens:& that which is beſt for them, is moſt firmly aſſured 
to them, which is Gods cuerlaſtingloue and fauour, Albeit ther- 
fore thy vocation bee meane and of no great account, and thy 
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focke ſlender & of no great value, they returneſeldome,and of 
no great commodity : yet if thou be faithfull ina meane trade, 
with a ſmall ſtocke and a (lowreturne;all ſhall be acceptableyal 
ſhall be profitable,al ſhal be comfortable.So often as thou haſt 
mans cuſtome to buy,or (ell with thee,thou haſt Gods company 
torcward and blefſe thee;and whenſocuer thou dealeſt wel with 
any,he taketh notice of itzto deale better with thy lelfe, 


Verſe 2 When pride commeth, then commeth contempt, but with 
the lowly ts wiſedome, 


VV Hen pride commeth, that is, when it groweth to maturi- 

ty, hauing power to puftevp mens heatts, and ſhewing 
it ſclfe in words,or workes,in countenance,apparel,or geſtures, 
thencommeth corempt,chat is, ſhame then approcheth,and is neer 
at hand, marching in the next rank after this lofty heart, & inſo- 
lent bchauiour. As is to be {cen in many who having bin firſt lif- 
ted vp in their owne haughty minds,were afterwards caſt down 
by Gods rightcous iudgmets,cither into phreſies,or groſle fins 
or ruine of itate,or obloquy for their former hidden faults now 
publiſhed at laſt cotheir great diſgrace. Theother part of the an» 
ritheſis, containing the honor that doth acompany humility,is 
argued by conſequent, in this manner : when pride commeth, 
then commeth folly,which cucr bringeth ſhame: bur when hu- 
mility commeth,then commeth wiſedom, which is ncuer with- 
cut glory. 

Pride isa forerunner of (hame and reproach, It is a common 
proucrbe ordinary in the mouth of the people:Pride gocth be- 
forc,and ſhame commeth after. And it isan holy prouerbe of- 
ten vicd by Salomonin this booke : Pride goeth before deſtyattie 
0n,and an bigh mindbeforethefall,Pro.16.18.& 18. 12, And itis 
s (cle prouerbe,often vicd by Chriſt in the new Teftamene, 
Whoſoexer exalteth b1mſelfe ſpall be brought law, & he that hum. 
bleth hrnſelfe ſhall be exalted Luke 14.11. 

We fcc 1n buildings that when walls waxe thicker by hollow- 
nes ard (welling, they will ſhortly come lower by downefall 
and ruinc;and (o ftandeth the caſc with all proud perſons, their 

' great 
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great heartdoth threaten ſome great milchiefe to be nigh vnto 
them. Which may be exemplified by diuers preſidents in the 
ſcriptures,which are propoſed as real examples, for cuery man 
to take warning by, When Nebuchadnezaar was bragging ot his 
Babcll which he had built for his glory,be was baniſhed from all 
habitation, not hauing ſo much as a cottage, and like a beaſt 
made to liuc among the bcaſts in the fields, with ignominy. 
When Hamer thought to ride on horſeback, and to be waited 
on like a King,he was driuen to lacky on foot,and to waitattcn- 
dance like a page:and purpoling to hang Aſordecai on high to 
honour himfelte,he prepared an high gallowsto be hanged on 
himſelfe, When Hered thought himſelfegood cnough to take 
ypon him the ſtare and honour of a God,the Lord declaredhina 
to be bad cnough to be deuoured of contemptible vermine. 

Firſt,they haue God to be their enemy, he reþſterb them, and 
they are all au abomination Uwe bzw: not only lome arrogant Reaſovr, 
f-llowes that hauc proud hearts, and beggarspurlcs, but cuen 199.4.54; 
ſuch alſo as fit ypon princely thrones, and beare kingly Scepters © *99436*5+ 
and weare imperiall Diadems. And if he (ce them to be abomi- 
nation,and doth therfore abher them,they ſhall apcareabomi- 
nablc,and men will deſpiſethemn, 

Secondly,they are fooles, asthe text it (elfe intendeth : and 
therefore cannot but behaue themſclues fooliſhly,/he drankards ,, . * 
which are onercome with wine, They arelinfull fooles,more deſti. — 
tute of grace then of wit. For proud bchauiour is the foame or 
froath that praccedeth from much wickednes,and a proudheart 
isa priſon wherein they are withheld from comming to repen- 
tance. And ſo their owne folly, and Gods wiſedome : their owne 
ſinfull waics,and Gods righteous iudgements,their owne impe 
nitence,and Gods ſcucrity will bring them to the poſſeſſion of 
their inheritance,and that « /5«me and diſbonowr, bow highly ſoe- 
wer they han been exalted.Prou, 3.35. 

Thirdly,they are facrilegious perſons,and robbe God of his 
glory, which is moſt proper & pretious vnto him,and therefore 
it isequall that he ſhould rip them of the honour which is ſo 
much defired of them, 


Reproote of their folly that yſe pride as a ſtirrop to mountvp 
thereby 
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thereby to promotion and credit, that thinke it the onely waye 
to preferment, if they can ſer forth themlclues with ſome often- 
tation, and lift yp their eyebrows aboue their brethren. And this 
is growne almoſt to an vniuerſall contagion, wherwith the grea. 
rclt number of Rates and ages,of (exes, and perſons in all places, 
are dangerouſly infeted, Some thereby ſeeking to be admired, 
others to be aduanced, many to be feared, and al to be better (ati(- 
fied in the accompliſhment of their deſires. But how many looſe 
by ſeeking,and finke by aſpiring, & runne into reproch by bun 
ting after yaine eſtimation? whiles they leauc their ſtanding, and 
would riſe aboue the toppe of their places,they faile of their fov- 
ting,and fall downe tothe bottome. 

InftruQion to be as much afraid of pride,as ofſhame,and euen 
of (ccrer ceceitednes within,nolefſe then of open diſcredic with- 
out,and therfore to yſc all good remedies to cure this dangerous 
inflamation of ſuch a windy ftomacke. And firſt for this purpoſe 
lcteuery man take heed that he be not illuded with the gloſſes 
and colourable appearancesof knowledge and wiſedome,or any 
other good partes of nature or gracc in bimſelfe, when in truech 
they are ning but ſhews and ſhadowes, For diuers by an ouer.- 
weening concen haue themſclues in hte admiration,when others 
co whom they are better knowne, haue them in great derifion. 

And albeit others either in flattery, or good opinion ſhould 
commend ys for thoſe good things which we are priuy to our 
ſcluesnotto bein ys, yer let vs nor receiue the doubtfull tcſtimo- 
ny of ſtrangers againſt the cuident witnelle of God, and our 
owne cenliciences, For this were as abſurd as if a needy creature 
pinthed with p-nury, and almoſt hunger-ſtaruen, ſhould bee 
brought to beleeuc that he ſwimmed in plenty and were alibg- 
rall houſe keeper, hauing his cable alwaies furniined with varic. 
ty of diſhes; or one deeply indebted, and ready to breake for 
want of ability, ſhould be induced to thinke bimſclfc the onely 
monied man in the country, ſufficientin wealth tolend and co 
viueto many orhers.Secondly, when God hath graced any with 
exccllent gifts which are not adulteratc,and counterteit, bue ſuch 
as are currant, and able to abide the rouchſtone, and to hold 
weight inthe ballance, yet as they feele what they haue, ſo let 

them 
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them find what they want:as they ſee their graces and vertues, 
ſo let them ſearch into their corruptions,and vices:as they haue 
a good conſcience in the performance of many good duties,ſo 
let them conſider the innumerable fins that they haue commit- 
ted,the multitude of ſeruices, which they haue negleRed, the 
hypocrifie, infidelity,vnchearefulneſſe,and other imperfe&ions 
that haue (tained their beſt words & actions;and theſe will he!p 
to hold downe their hearts in humility, & take away all matter 
of glorying. For the beſt in the world ſhall haue cauſe to bluſh 
and hang downe their heads,if they make compariſon between 
that they are,& that which they ought to be, Though thy know 
Icdge bee great, yet how much art thou ignorant of that thou 
_— haue knowne,it thou hadft been as diligent to ſeeke it 
as God was to offer it ynto thec ? Though thou hauc faith,and 
louc and repentance,and by vertue therof doſt ſhew foorth the 
fruits of the ſpirit in holy obedience, yer how ſmall time haſt 
thou ſpent,how ſoftly haft thou trauclled,and how litle ground 
haſt thou gotten in this way that leadeth to cternall life? But in 
the courſe of finfulnes didſt thou not begin the race foone,and 
runne ſwiftly,and come backe againe flowlic? Thirdly,it will 
much diminiſh a lelte liking, and too great opinion of our own 
excellencic,if we turne our cies without enuy to the excellent 
graces of knowledge and diſcretion of zcale, and moderation, 
and of all other amiable gifts of our brethren, wherein they goe 
beiond vs. And this is the receipt which the holy ghoſt prefcri- 
beth to the Philippians againſt this very maladie; Let nothing, 
fairh he,be done tn contention,or vaine glory, but in meekneſſe of 
mind let enery one eſteem others better then himſelfe, Look not euc- 
ry man on his own things but euery man alſo on the things of other 
men, Laſtly, conſider the hand which miniſtreth euery good 
thing that we cnioy, whether it be gitt of nature,or of grace,or 
of outwaxd poſſeſſion; wherher it coficerne the body, or the 
mind,the ſtate,or the dignity. All i of God, all is from God,and 
all is for God,and therefore let all the glory be ginen to God, What 
haſt thou,laith S. Paul, that thou haſt not receined ? If thou haſt re- 
ceined it why glorieſt thou as though thou haddeſt not receined it? 
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basket to bragge of his meat, nor inſolently to compare with 
him,or his,thar relicueth him in his miſcrable necefſty, 

Butwith the lowlie) Every humble man is alſo = if with 
wiſedome. Lowly and wiſe be {o far conuertible as that the one 
can neuer be affirmed of an ,withour the other:the habit of hu. 
mility doth inferre the poſlefſion of wiſedome,and the want of 
eithcr doth euict the priuation of both, 

Firſt,the fountaine from whence lowlines floweth, doth al. 
waies in the ſame current ſcnd forth the {treames of wiſedome, 
The Lord Ieſus doth neuer deriue to any the power and ability 
of ſubduing his heart,but he giueth him alſo found knowledge 
how to obraine it,and holy vnderſtanding how to vie ir. 

Secondly,God himſelfe is the inſtructor of ail humble per- 
ſons,and frameth their hearts to be reachable,that they ſhal not 
faile to learn ofhim,and therefore mult needs receiue wiſedom 
from him. This is agreeable to the promile which hee maketh, 
Palme. 25 .9.T hem that be mecke will be guide tn indgement , and 
teach the humble his way,He giueth grace and guidance with his 
precepts,for mind,and heart, for knowledge, and affeCtion, for 
will,and conſcionable practiſe, 

Thirdly,the ha vineſſe which they procure to themſeluesdoth 
giue a cleere te{timony of their wiſedom, They enioy the fauor 
of God,and the friendſhip of Gods people. In their hearts they 
haue peace,ouer their affetions they haue power. They are al- 
waies in the way of preferment, either to come to honour in a 
great place,or for honor to come to them in a meane place,For 
euery ſtate they are fitted: whiles they are to be tried with ad- 
uerfity,they can beare it without impaticncy:when they ſhal be 
called ro proſperity,they can vſc it without infolency : as long 
as they continue inthis world theggare righttul poſſeſſors of the 
earth;as ſoone as they depart to another wars they thall bee 
glorious inhabitants ofheaue, InwhichreſpeCts the ſpirit of God 
ſfaith,that it rs better to be of an humble mind with the lowly,then ts 
deuide the ſpoiles with the proud. Pro. 16.19. The meanelſt & mot 
afflicted vnderling that is humble and mceke, is in farrc better 
caſe then the mightieſt & moſt puiſſant conQaeror that is proud 


,and haughty, 


Reproofe 
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Reproofe of ſuch as deride their fimplicity for yndergoing ſa 
many moleſtations,and charge them with tolly for not facing 
out matters with an impudent countenance,and condemn them 
ofmadnefle, becauſe they ſeeke not pompe and carthly excel- 
lency.Bur it is not becauſe the humble want wiſedom, but be- 
_ wiſedome {cemeth fooliſhnes to fooles, and fuch as are 
deſtitute of vnderſtanding, They looke vpon their troubles,bur 
feele not their comforts:they ſee their perſecutions, bur foreſee 
not their deliuerance:they behold their preſent condition in at- 
fictions, bur diſcerne not of their happines to come in glory. 

Inftruftion to make molt account of their counſels and com- 
pany,ſceing they are beſt of al ſtored with wiſedom and know- 
ledge;None are ſo wel able to giue aduice as they : for though 
others may haue more countenance & grearneſle, yet they attain 
not to ſo much counſell and goodnes.None are fo ready to giue 
aduice as they:for they do it moſt willingly,and cheerfully, with 
all mildnes,and kindnes.None are ſo much bleſled in the aduice 
which they giue as they:For their prayers arc forcible with God 
and Gods preſence is cttectuall with them for affiſtance in ſuch 
acceptable {eruices, 


Verſe. 3.T ne vprightnes of the inſt ſhall THide them: but the fro- 
wardnes @f the tranſgrejſours ſhalldeſtroy thens, 


TY vprightneſſ is not mcant an extrauagant well meaning 
withour further rulc or warrant,as though good inters were 
cornpetent guides of our waies to ſalpation: but the fincerity of 
an heart faithfully,chough nor perteCly, willing to belecue and 
obey that which it knoweth,& reſolutcly,though not abſolute- 
ly,defirous to know that which God ſhall reueile vnto it, Now 
this is ſaid ro gurde righteous men, that is, ſhall procure good di- 
retion from the Lord, both for his ſeruice,and their own happi- 
nes,and make then ttaCtable to follow the ſawe, Contrary to 
this is the condition of the wicked, who arenot ledde with, vp- 
rightneſſe,but caried with peruerſenes, and therefore miſled by 
the ſame to their yndoing,For thus ſtandeth the oppoſition: the 
vprightacſle of the jult ſhall guide them in the way, and ſo pre- 
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ſerue them:bur the frowardnes of the wicked will Keepe them 
from the way,and ſo deſtroy then. 

The wprightnes)Euery one that is truly godly hath a faithfull 
guide and counſcllor in his own breft. A found hearrt is the tern 
of the ſoule,& a good conlciece is the pilot to gouernit, which 
will lead him thorow the whole courſe of his life, till he come 
to the hauen of ſafery & bleflednes,So is the vprightneſle of 706 
commended,thatit dire&ed him to the fearc of God, & cauſed 
him to efſchevy cuill.So is the foundnes of Zacharie and Eliza- 
beth notified, that by vertuc thereof rhey walked in all the comma.- 
dements and'ordinances of the Lord without reproofe. And fo is the 
fmcerity of all bleſſed perfons extolled and praiſed by the ſame 
eftccts 1n the hundred and ninteenth pſalme, that they keepe the 
commandements of God,and worke no miquity, 

Fir{t,it will ſtirre vp men diligently to ſecke for knowledge 
and vnderſtanding;attending daily as ſuters at wiſedowes gate 
in all the ordinances of God, When he ſpeaketh, they will bring 
an eare to hearken:When he teacheth,they will bring an hart to 
learne, When need requireth,they will vie their lippes to aske 
counſell:in the word they will digge tor wiledome : by prayer 
they will call tor aſſiſtace:by meditation they wil apply all good 
inſtructions, And ſo ſecking of God, with an whole heart isſct 
in the ſcriptures,as an effect of vprightnes,& a cauſe ofkwwalking 
inthe law of the Lord.Pſalm.1 19.2. 

Secondly,where a good conſcience is preſent, therethe word 
of God is neuer abſent:for that doth alwaies dwell with fidelity 
and truth, The ſame heart that entertaineth the one, doth eucr- 
more enioy the other. And thatdealeth faithfully with them that 
be faithfull:it will not ſuffer them to wander afidethorow want 
of guidance,or to fall into miſchiefes for fault of direRion, It 
ſhal lead thee, faith one ſcripturc,when thou walkeſt;it ſhallwatch 

for thee when thou ſleepeſt, 5 whe thou wakeſt it ſhall talk with thee 

Thine eares ſhall heare a word behind thee,faith another ſcripture, 
ſaying,this is the way,walke in that, when then turneſt to the right 
hand or to the left, 


Thirdly,the {pirit of Godis alwaies in them that are vpright | 


andtruc hearted, it moucrh them to aske,to heare, ropray, to 
| | reade 
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reade,and to meditate :it maketh the word effectuall to ſpeake, 
& their {oules alſo flexible to yeeld to the word:1t worketh fond 
judgement in the mind, holy aftections in the heart,alacrity and 
readineflc in the will, faith1n the whole toule,and ſincere ſanct:- 
tie inthe conucrſation, Hereof the Apolile tpeaketh to the Ro- 
manes : As many as are led by the ſpirit of God are the ſonnes 
of God, Andit is as true on the other ſide, as many as are the 
ſonnes of God,are led by the ſpirit of God:tor this is cuer reci- 
procall,and conuertible, 

Confutation of the erronious opinion whereby many illugde 
themſclues,& thcir falſe boaſtings wherby they would decceiue 
others, They roue abroad in all the waies of finfulnes, in euery 
by lane of licentiouſneſle,in ignorance, pride, wantonneſle,vn- 
thriftines, cruelty, blaſphemy,&c, Yee may find them almoſt 
cuery where ſauing in religious and honeſt exerciſes, and thoſe 
they flic from,as if they were goales, & dungeons to hold them 
in:and yet they think,and ſay,and face it out,that their hearte is 
honeſt, though thcir life be lewd:all is well within;though all be 
naught withoutzthey haue as good ſoules to God as the beſt, al- 
though they ſerue Satan aſmuch as the worſt, If theſe men haue 
vprightneſle, vprightnes hath loſt her wonted vertue,& ceaſeth 
to be vpright. For that which was vprightneſle in $a/omons time 
and in all former ages was more faithfull, and forcible to pre- 
ſerue them whom it took charge of(as it doth all in whomir in- 
habiteth)from ſuch inordinate & vicious behauiour, Towhich 
may be added alſo another brood of a wandring and yagrang 
mind,altogether vnſetled in al points of religion. They heare of 
multiplicity of opinions, and the differences of mens iudge- 
ments one from another : ſome are Papiſts, ſome are Prote- 
{r3,ſome are Brownilts,ſo that they know not what to belieue 
nor whom totruſt,and therefore judge it their readieſt way to 
credit none of them all,and not cleaue to any fide. But the righ- 
teous are not toffed yp & down with ſuch waues of vncertain- 
ty and doubtfulnes:ſincerity leaueth not men to ſhift for them- 
ſelucs,that for want of due informatis in the waies of God,thes 
ſhould walk in flat Atheiſme;The Lord promiſeth better things 
to his people, that faithfully ſerue him,}/hat man #5 hee that fea- 
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reth the Lord! him will he teach the waie that he ſhall ckuſe? Pſalm, 
25.12.Are ye left then without direStion?then ye are fond with. 
out rightcouſneſle.Doth not God teach you his way? then yee 
are voide of his fcare, 
Reproofe of them that commit themſelues to theleading of 
3 contrary guides,which withhold al their paſſengers from fince- 
rities,counſel & diretion,and thar is to vain pleaſure, to filthy 
[ucre,to carnall reaſon,to brutiſh luft, to the example & faſhion 
of the wicked world,and to the finfull motions which the diucll 
himſelfe moſt m_ ſuggeſterh. Theſe are they that almoſt in al 
places are taken yp for leaders, they are neuer without work, 
they haue continuall imployment,and therfore it plainly appea- 
reth that there is little vprightneſle,and that is as litle regarded, 
and as a few juſt perſons there are to he guided by it, 

2 Conſolation againſt the 6 wherzewith many 
faithfull Chriſtians are aflaulred in reſpect of the manifold perils 
which they paſſe thorow,Whe they look abroad into the world 
they ſee all kirids of inducements to euill, by perſwaſions, by 
threatning,by examples,and - gg defences: their carnall 
friends would allure in kindnefle, their crafty foes would illude 
them by cunning, the violent tyrants would c6pel the by force, 
When they ſearch into themſelues, they finde corruptions, ig- 
norance,errors,fearefulneſle, and inconftancie, which cauſerh 
them to fall into many feares,and doubts of their perſeuerance, 
How,fay they,ſhall wee perſiſt and hold out inthe dangerous 
deycs?How if the word of God ſhould be taken from vs*how if 
decciuers ſhould be turned in among vs*how then ſhall we find 
the way to cuerlaſting ſaluation? The holy Ghoſt telleth you in 
this place,if your harts be righteous and plaine,and honelt, your 
vprightneſle ſhall lead you, the ſpirit of God will tcach you, & 
his grace will eſtabliſh. you. Which $, hx doth alſo teſtifie, for 
the confirmation of ſuch as were in the ſame caſe; Theſe things, 
faith he,haue I written vnto you concerning them that deceine you, 
But the annointing which you receined of him dwelleth in you:& yee 

Breed not that any man teach you : but as the ſame annointing tea- 
cheth you of all things,and it is true,and ts no ling and at it taught 
you it ſhall abide in him, 
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But the frowardres ) Wicked finners are greateſt workers of Dott.2. 
their owne woe. They ſhall be taken in their own wickedneſſe,ſaith 
the fixt verſe:rhey ſhall fall in their own wickednes, ſaith the fift; 
therr frowardnes ſhall deſtroy them, ſaith this, Whereby it ap- 
pearcth that their miſery commeth not from others, as an acci- 
dentall occahon, but groweth from themſclues as the proper 
cauſe,neither is it an ordinary euil that is recurable,but a deſpc- 
rate ruine that is remedileſlc; neither yet is it the ſubuerfion of 
their ſtare, or killing of their body,whch is but temporary, but 
the perdition both of body & ſoule which is cuerlaſting.To this 
agreeth that which is ſpok@to the ſame purpoſe,in the fift chap- Prou,g.12.23 
ter: His owne iniquity ſhall take the wicked himſelfe, and he ſhall be 
holden with the coras of hs own ſinne, He ſhal die for fault of inſtru- 
(tron,and for going aſtray through h:s own follie, 

Here is adetcriprion of euery obſtinate and contemptuous fin- 
ner,their wickedncs doth worke deſtruction by degrees, Ir firſt 
apprehendeth them as an officer:it keepeth them afterwards in 
tockes,and bolts,as a Ilayler, And laſtly, it putteth them to death 
as an executioner, 

Firſt,they deſpiſe the patience, and long ſufferance, the kind- geuſoyy,r, 
nes and goodnes of God which waiteth for their repentance, 8& 
thereforc — the hardneſſe of their hearts heape to themſelyes 
wrath againſt the day of vengeance,Rom. 2.4. 5. 

Secondly, they grieve and wex the ſpirit of God,which offcreth 
grace vnto them,and therefore he turneth to be their enemie,They | «;; 63.01. 
with their perucrſcnes doe refift him,and he with his power wal 
calt downe them. And ſo the propher reſtifieth in the Pſalme? 

Rich the pure thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure, but with the froward 
tho fetteſt thy ſ:!fe to wreſtle. 

Thirdly,they (corne and deſpiſe the word and wiſedome of 3 
God,and as much as in them is,cauſe others alſo ro reiect it,and 
therfore it is iu{t with the Lord ro make them eat the fruit of their 
owne waies ard to fill themwith their owne dexices,that is,to bring 
them to a fearefull deſtrultion,Prou,1.30,31, 

Terror of them that practiſe ſinne of purpoſeto offend themF7e. 
which diſlike of their lewd waies. They will break the Sabbath 
in deſpite of themthat would haue them better exerciſed; = 
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will ſweare,they ſay,and ſtare too, to anger ſuch as admoniſh 
them of rthcir vnlawfull oathes, Sillic creatures and miſerable 
wretches,will they cuttheir owne throats to gricue others with 
the {ſight of their bloud?wil they ſtrangle themiclues that others 
might weepec for their curled end?Their boiltcrous ſtubberncſle 
may bring a ſhort ſorow to others that hate their ſfinnes, &loue 
their ſoules,bur a perpetuall ſhame to themſelues, which ioyne 
with their finnes againſt their ſoules, 


Verſe 4. Riches auaile not in the day of wrath : but righteouſnes 


' deliuereth from death. 


= words ſeeme to containe an anticipation, or preuen- 
ting of an obieCtion, which might be mooued againſt the 
latter point of the former verſe. What tpeake-you of de{truction 
to come vpon wicked men? I truſt you will nor extend it to all: 
for many of them are ſubſtantial wealthy men, of great ſtate,and 
ability, Who can deſtroy them? What ſhall their power, and 
riches do therwhile? To this it is here anſwered, that riches a- 
uaile not in the day of wtath:their wealth can neither withſtand 
the [trokes of God,nor leflen them,nor make them any whit the 
more able to beare them,when his anger doth execute judge- 
ments,and when his iudgements declare his anger. But righte- 
ouſneſle is that which deliuereth from death,and all other miſc- 
ries,that the ſting thereof ſhall neuer make any man miſerable, 
Sce the more full handling and proſecution of thete words, in 
the ſecond verſe of the tenth chapter, 


Verſe 5.7he righteouſnes of the vpright ſhall airett his way, or 
make his way ſtraig ht,or exen : but the wicked ſhall fall in his owne 
wickeaneſſe, 

Erc he addeth to that which he had begun in the third verſ 
& ſheweth that fincerity,& righteouſnes do not only lead 
men toa good way,and tell them what is their duty, and fit to 
be performed, but maketh the way paſlable for them,and them 


conſtant and proſperous in it, The which againe is oppoſed 
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the way of the wicked,cuen their own ſinfull courſe of life, be- 
ing crooked and cragged,and rough,and rugged,and ful ofma- 
nitold perils, whercin at laſt they fall and pcrith. 

Godly men haue not only a commandement, but ability gi- 
uen vnt9 them to walke in the Law of God, Their faithtulnctle 
doth leuell their way,andpaue it before them, wherin they find 
not only equity,bur caſe alſo with delight and ſafety. And fo 
much the Prophet doth intimate when he ſaith, The waies of the 
Lord are righteons,and the inſt ſhall walke in them : but the wicked 
ſhall fall therein, 

Firft,the afteions ſanQified do al ioyn hands in forwarding 
a man to a conſtant proceeding in godlines. The loue of God, 
and the hope of reward do oucrcome,and ſubdue all difhcultics 
and Jangers,and beare downe all the impediments that may 
{toppe him by diſcouragements : and the fearc of God, and 
dread ot his diſpleaſure doth ſuppreſſe the force of worldly lults 
and beate downe the conceits that may draw him to pretump- 
tion, 

Secondly,the experience of Gods preſence, fauour and blet- 
ling 1s very cfﬀectuall ro continue their obedience. For hauing 
taſted how good the Lord is to them that feare him, they canor 
live without his company,and that is no where to be cnioyed, 
but in the way of 1ghteoutneſle, 

The Lord himſclte both by grace and prouidence doth helpe 
them in his worke, He giueth vertue and power to the nuniltery 
of his word, to prepare a way between humnſcltc and the heartes 
of his people, that there may be an intercourſe for one to come 
mutually ro the other, as S. Luke teftificth : Exery valhe ſhallbe 
filled, and enerie mountaine and hill ſhall be brought low,and crooked 
things ſhall be made ſtraight, and the rough waies ſhall bee made 
ſmooth,Luke 3.5. 

He alſo meaſureth out a mcet ſtate for them,and maketh ſuch 
a mixture or compoſition of proſperity and aduerfſity, of blel- 
ings and crofles, of comforts and torrowes,as is moſt holelome 
for their ſoules,and direeth all the occurrents that befall them 
to the furtherice of their ſaluation. And hereof Iſaiah ſpeaketh, 


' ſaying:The way of the righteous is exennes, or equities,thouwilt 
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weigh out ainſt path for the righteous He will ballance our euery 
thing that concerneth them 1n gold weights,that there ſhal nor 
be the lealt defe&,or exceſſe that might rurne to their hurt, 

Confturation of their pernitious illuttons that think it impoſſible 
to walk in the waies of God,& therfore iudge it nothing dige- 
rous to {{ray out of the at their pleaſure, The preachers,fay they 
doteach that which none can obſcrue,cuerybody doth contra- 
ry,& we mult do like others,or els we ſhould be counted nobo. 
dy.They lay roo much ypon vs for praying often and hearing of 
ſermons, and reading the ſcriptures, and keeping the ſabbath : 
and ſo do they alſo roo much reſtraine vs of pleatures,& profits 
of liberty in ſpecches,and freedome in apparell, We muſt fol. 
low our {ports,for take away delights,and take away life, Wee 
mmlt vic what mcanes we can for our ſtate, and make the mo(t 
of our owne: we mult in company behaue our ſclues like the 
company,according to their talke we mult talke,and be merry 
according to their mirch:for an oath we cannot alwaics auoide 
it,it is but a ſmall matter now and then to iweare a little, They 
would haue vs ro become ſaints on carth, but it will not be,our 
nature cannot like of ſuch preciſenes,&c, And thus they make 
the cafic yoke of Chriſt an importable burthen, and condemne 
his winiſtery of rigor,in requiring obedience,and iuſtific them- 
ſclues in diſobedicnce.Bur leaue this ſhifting,and dealc in good 
earneſt, and fpeake the tructh plainly. Our finnes, and rebelli- 
ons,fay , haue ſtopped vp our way, and we haue no iuſtice,nor 
vprighrnes to open itynto vs:we are ſlaues & bondmen to cor- 
ryption,and held in thraldome and ſubicction of it, Otherwiſe 
rhe ſtrength of the world,and the ſtream ot the times could nox 
carry you away ſo ſtrongly, For Noah being a rightcous man 
cold liuc righteouſly in an age giuen ouer wholly to ynrightc- 
ouſneſſe.The ſeruices of God, wold not be ſo tedious vito you, 
as that by no meancs you ſhould be brought to exerciſe them, 
For to vpright me& they are not only poſhblc,bur pleaſant, their 
ſoule Iongeth for them, they hunger and thirſt atter them, no 
thing is ſo much defired of them, Voluptuoutnes,impicty,pride, 
and other luſts would not be ſo ſweet vnto you, or { mighty in 
you, that you ſhold neither be willing to leaue them,nor able to ' 


forſake 


' of late eſcape by meancs of their procenths other 
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forſake them.For where rhe ſpirit of God 45,there is liberty. All 

ood men abhorre theſe finnes, they pray againſt chem, they 
Rrive againſt them,they preuaile againſt thzm,Grace oucrcom- 
meth the fleſh,and maketh them do that which the word requi- 
reth,and ſhun thac which the word forbiddeth,& be that which 
the word preſcribeth, Though they performe not good things 
perfectly,yet they practiſe them fairhtully:though they caſt not 
oft all cuill fully, yer with hatred they reſiſt it truly:though they 
haue ſo many infirmities as make them oft to fin, yer they hauc 
ſo much holinefle,as maketh them alwaies faiats, Fl 


Verſe 6.7 be righteonſneſſe of the vpright delinereth them : 1 
the tranſgreſſors ſhall be takgn m their owne wickedneſſe. 


TX verſe,as it may appear,is annexed tothe former for.c6- 
firmation of the point therein contained, that righteoulnes 
doth dire the way of vpright men,both to boly. conucrſation, 
and happy ſtate, Againſtrhe which a doubt may riſe fro the ſhew 
of the contrary,becauſe that good men are ſomerimes plunged 
in great calamities,and ſometimes in great tranſgreſſions : and 
therefore their way ſcemeth as indirect,as if they were wicked, 
avdcheir rightcoutnefle to do them as little good as if they had 
none at all. Now this ſcruple he remoueth by _— what be- 
neſit it bringeth, that then eſpecially they haue the vie of it, whe 
they fall into ſuch diſtreſſes. For > ns the fruit thereot is molt 
for their comfort when it ſhall deliuer them out of dangers,out 
of troubles,out of feares,out of temptations ,out oftins,& from 
deſtruftion. Yet not by ſtrength of ic own,bur by the power of 
God:not according to their worthines in way of deſert, but ac- 
cording to his goodnes in way of reward : not extended to all 
men that doe good works,but reſtrained to vpright men whole 
works are good. And for the clearer illuſtration of their bleſſed 
eſtate he bringeth in for contrary, the miſerable condition of 
the wicked, oppoſing tranſgreſſours to vpright perſons; their 
miſchiefe to the others iuſtice : their perill to the —— 
teQion:the one part incloſed in the ner of troubles js yet aſſured 
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baite ofproſperity ſhall certainly fall into ſnares by mcanes of 
their wickednefle. 

The doctrine which the former clauſc might miniſter,ſhal beas 
conuenictly ſpoken of in the eight verſe:and that which is ro be 
raiſed out of the latter, hath bcen alceady handled in rhe third, 


Verſe 7.1/hen a wicked men dicthbis expettation periſherh, and 
the hope of his power ſhallperiſh. 


SD meaning is,thar euery finfull mans affeion ofhoping, 
and happincſſe hoped for, andftrongeſt meanes to attaine 
ro his hope, ſhall end with his life, and die arhis.death,& vaniſh 
away ar the time of his deſtruftion. The ſubſtance of the poinr 
hath been handled in the eight & twentieth verſe of the former 
chapter,arid therfore in this place we wil only note the circumi- 
{tance'of rhe time, { 
The confidence of yngodly men is diſapointedar their grea- 
teſt need, " 

He neuet had good by any hope,which hath not the fruitis of 
his hope at his death. Then either it ſetteth a man in poſſefſionof 
bis bteſſedhres, or elſe caſterh him off into miſery, woe,& perdi- 
tion for eter, Th6ugh a man ſhould neuer obtaine his defire in 
any earthly thing during his life, yet if he enioy faluation after 
this life, he hath failed of nothing. Though a man ſhould mifſeof 
nothing that his heart could wiſh for, whiles breath is in his 
body,yert ifhe be damned, when the ſoule goethout ofhis body, 
he hath neuer gained any thing.And this is the ſcope of /ob his 
ſpeech:whe he faith,hat hope hath the hypocrite though he hath 
heaped wp riches when God taketh away his ſowle?Euen now in his 
deepeſt aduerſitie, hee would not change ſtate with the moſt 
plauliblewicked,in their higheſt proſperity. For hee is ſure that 
the end ofhis Bfe will fiiiſh his ſorrow, and begin his felicity, 
and therefore is willing to reſigne vp his ſpirit into the hands of 
God:but theirihope doth depart with their breath, and their 
damnation doth come with their death,and therefore God muſt 
wreſt away their foules from them, 

Furft, they ſhall theti ſtand before thee iudgement ſeat of God |' 


him- 
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himſcife,and that which he ſpeaketh they muſt heare, and that 
which they heare,they mutt tce,and that which they heare and 
ſee,they mult alſo ſufter:for execution will accompany the ſen- 
rence, Here they would not beleeue his teſtimony,that their 
caſe was ſo bad as his word declared:there they ſhal fecle it tobe 
worſe then they could conceine of. Here when he denounced 

lagues againſt their fits,they proclaimed peace to their ſoules: 
there they ſhall find the plagues according to their ſins,and faile 
of the peace which they promiſed to themſclues, Here he ſpake 
ynto them in goodnefle,that ypon their repentance they might 
obtaine cuerlaſting mercy:there hee will ſpeake wnto them in an- 


ger,and for want of repenrance willpuntth them eternally with pry,,. ;. 


zuſtice. 

Secondly,the fearefull iudgement of God vpon their hearts, 
that they ſhould nor fee how they were illuded in their expecta- 
rion,vnrill their death:when the cale is remedileſle.If the vanity 
of thcir hope were diſcouered to-them before,they might caſt ir 
off ſooner,and lay a new foundgrtion ota better: whereas reſting 
Rill ypon the ſtability of that, it breaketh,when it cannot be re- 


paired;and they fall, when they can neuer riſe againe,If the fue Math. x5, 


fooliſh Virgins had found their want of oile before the bride- 
groom was comming,they might in time haue prouided them- 
ſelues,& be ready to enter with him to the wedding, betore the 
dore was ſhut, It they which preſumed ſo much of Chriſt his ac- 
quaintance(becauſe they had caten & drunk in his company,8& 


ſmall account he would hauc made of them, they might haue 
vſed better meanes whiles time ſerued,to grow into his fauour, 
Thirdly,the prerogatiue and priuiledge of Gods people would 
be much infringed,it wicked men ſhould haue hope with them 
in the life ro come, for therein ſtandeth the contrariety beeween 
them. The wicked, ſaith the Scripture, ſhall bee caſt away for hs 
lewdnes:but the rithteons hath hope at his death, Prou,14.32.For 
the preſent it commeth to pafle commonly, that badde'men are 
full, and good men arc hungry,theone ſort doe laugh, and the 
other waile and weepe,as our Saujour teftifieth, Luk.6.25.and 
therefore hercafter their conditions ſhall bee chapged on-borh- 
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ſides:thepleaſure of the one ſhall be turned into paine, and the 
ſorrowes of the other into endleile comforts.As it is ſaid by the 
Apoltle concerning the god!y,thar if in this life only they had 
hope,they were of allmolt miſerablc;ſo it may be ſpoken touch. 
ing the godleſſe,that if in the life ro cone allo. they had hope, 
they were of all men moſt happy, 

Reproofe oftheir folly which liue in hope, thar the time of 
their death will beger them hope,& nor deſtroy it, They know 
that now they are {infull perſons, without all grace,& goodnes; 
bur they truſt that then they ſhall be conuerted,and brought in 
a moment torepentice.They know that now they ſtand in ſtate 
of damnation,and ifthey ſhould preſently come to iudgement, 
they muſt needsperiſh;bur they truſt at the laſt gaſpe to call yp- 
on God for mercy,and thereby get pardon for all their linnes, 
and ſo their ſoules ſhall be ſaucd. As though death, and the 
pangs thereof were y—_ for the preterment of Gods vn - 
godly cnemies. They hauec beſtowed themſclues in the ſeruice of 
ftinne,and ſpent their daies in rebellion againſt the Lord, and do 
they looke for reward thereof to be crowned with glory? Are 
theeues, and robbers, are cutpurſes, and other malefattours 
therefore bound ouet to the Afſſiſes, that they may beepur in 
commiſſion,and called vp to the bench? 

Inſtruction to confirm our hope by putting our ſoules out of 
all peril of periſhing afore our death or ſicknes,or any other di- 
gcr,leaſt our evidence be to ſeck when our caule is to be tried, 
Let cticry one of ys ypon apparance of ele&ion,by faith,and the 
fruits of ſa&tification,be ablc to ſay as truly,though not with as 
much feeling of aſturance,as the Apoſtle did:/ am perſwaded that 
neither death nor life nor Angels ,nor principalities, nor powers,nor 
things preſent nor things to com,nor height or depth,nor an 'y other 
creature ſhall ſeparate vs from. the {oue of God which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus.This will make our life truly proſperous, and profitable, 
and our dcath bleſſed and comfortable;& our ſtate in the world 
to come immortall,and glorious, 

Conſolation toſuchas fearc God,that death wil deliuer them 
from the hopes,& the liues of their ſinfull enemies, Away muſt 


are 
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arc their purpoſes,and what becomes of their pou er? Though 
they were as mighty as Lewiathan, and as miſchicuous as Dra- 
gons, yet when they be dead,as die they mult, what cauſe hath 
any man to be atraid of them? Achab minded great matters a- 
gain{t Aicaiah at his returne in peace from Kamoth Gilead; 
but God minded to preſcrue Micaiah by defeating Achab of a 

caceable returne from thence, Let Hezechiah, and all his peo- 
ple,faith Zenacherib rruſtto it,that I will ſpeed them at my next 
comming to Ieruſalem:but God had appointed that he ſhould 
come no more that way,but be drawne by the ſnow like a fiſh, 
or led wich a bridle like a beaſt ro the ſhambles,and ſlaughter at 
Ninexe.,The Egyptians were refoluedto purſue Ifracl vntil the 
oucrtooke them,& to put them to the ſword when they caug] 
them,and to take the ſpoile of their goods, when they had ſlaine 
them:but the waters were firſt to purſue themſelues, & death to 
ouertake them,and the ſea tohaue the ſpoile of their bodies,and 
hell ro make a pray of their ſoules, 


Verſ.8.The inſt eſcapeth out of trouble,and the wicked ſhall come 
in his ſtead. 


Ods fauour & goodnes doth not free his ſeruants from af- 
fictions, but deliuereth them our of atflictions. Whercinto 
he caſteth the wicked,though they be not alwaies of the ſame 
kind with thoſe which the godly tuffer,but worſe and more du- 
rable,and ſuch as are mixed with Gods wrath,& poiſoned with 
the {ting of their owne cuill conſcience, 
Though the afflictions of good men ſcem ſharp, & gricuous 
yet they are not perpetuall, 

Bcforc cucr God briag his into troubles, hee appointeth how 
they ſhall be preferucd ia them,and paſſe thorough them, & get 
out of thein.He doth as well forcſee their arriuall,as their laun- 
ching forth,and the end ofthe boiſterous ſtormes whichthey 
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or great are the zrowble; of the righteous, but the Lord delinereth 
him out of all. Neither number, nor grieuouſneſſe, nor continu- 
ance of crofles,nor power of perſecutors,nor any othcr impedi- 
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ment can hinder his hand from helping his diſtreſſed ſeruants, 

Firſt,they will keepe no filence when they bein tribulatis,they 
will cry vnto God,and bemone rhcir cate ynto him, that he may 
rake their cauſe into his hands, Neither is it any Waiwardnes in 
them, but wiſedome,and their bounden duty ſo to dotfor he cal. 
leth them vnto him, and commandeth them to make their com- 
plaint:Call vpon me,laith hem the day of trouble : ſo will I deliner 
thee,and thox ſhalt glorifie me.Plal.,go.15. 

Secondly,all Gods people arc petitioners for euery one, and 
eucry one for all : ſo that no member of Icfus Chriſt wanteth 
friends to ſ{ollicite his cauſe,and to deale effetually for him. 

Thirdly,the Lord himſclte beholdeth their tcares, and ſor- 
rowes,and ſuffrings, hee heareth their moſt ſecret fighes and 
groanes,his compaſſion is towards them : hee is able to helpe 
them,hee promiſeth to deliuer them, and therefore from his 
owne commiſeration and pity, by his might and power, and 
in his tructh and fidelity hee will ' ar draw them out of mi- 
ſery. ” 

Laſtly, their life it ſelfe is not perpetuall, but ſhort & of ſmall 
continuice,& therfore how can it be that their troubles ſhould 
be endles,or any way of long durance?It is an eucrlaſting truth 
which the holy ſpirit publiſheth in the Reuclation of S. /ohn: 
Bleſſed are the dead which die in the Lord:for they reſt from their 
[abonrs,that is from all kinds of ſorrowes and luftcrings, 

Reproofe of their folly which ſeek to preuent troubles,or to 
ſhake them oftby ſhiining the duties of righteouſues. As though 
rightcouſnes were not a ure friend to deliuer men,but a treche- 
rous aduerfary to betray them, As though it were a matter of 
great perill to pleaſe God, and the only way for ſafety to pro- 
uoke him. As though the beſt means of defence were to diſarme 
ones ſelfe,and ro be weaponed and armed, were to expoſe him- 
ſclfe to the ſhot and ſtrokes of his enemy. And yet this coward- 
ly heart,and erroneous mind is in yery many,that they dare nor 
addict themſclues ſtrictly to euery ſeruice of piety and iuſtice, 
leaſtthey ſhould caſt themſclucs into ſnares, and troubles, and 
moleſtations, They are not perſwaded by $. Peters teſtimony, 


that no man can hurt the, if they follow that which is good,nei- 
ther 
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ther be they affeed with his conſolation,thatbleſled are they, 
if they ſuffer for righteouſneſſe ſake, 

Comfort to them that are toſſed with the waues of troubles, 
and aduerſities by perſecutions, temptations, and neceſſities, if 
ſearching their hearts they can find their vprightnes,and trying 
their waies they proue to be righteous; there is no cauſe why 
they ſhold cal in queſtion the ſtate of their ſoules,or think their 

reſet caſeto be irrecouerable.It multitude or greatnes of trou- 
les were to make Gods fauour doubtful, = tew iuſt men 
ſhould haue it certaine:for he hath allotred them to all his chil- 
dren,& made as due prouiſion for them of corretis,as of food: 
and he that is alwaics,and alrogether withour it,is nota {onne, 


but a baſtard. If it were not an vſuall thing tor good men to be Heb.1z.8, 


in afflictions,the ſcriptures would not ſo viſually ſpeak of their 
comming out of afflitions.Let no man therefore ſay in profpe- 


rity,l ſhallneuer be mooued: ſolet no godly man lay inaduer- Plaim.z 0.6, 


ſity, I ſhall neuer be reſtored. The Lord taketh as litle pleaſure to 
be euermore afflicting his people,as a moſt reder-harted parent 
doth to be alwaies beating his children. And as an indulgent fa- 
ther cannot indure to fee violence offered to the ſhedding of his 
{onnes bloud in his preſence:ſo neither will our G OD permit 
the wicked to ſpoile and opprefſe the godly continually in his 
ſ1ght, 


When the mercy of God beginneth to raiſe the godly out of Dott.2. 


afflictions,his iuftice is ready to caft rhe wickedinto miſery. The 
ſinners are put into one ſcale of the weights,and the Saints into 
the other. When the one riſcth vp, the other ſinketh downe: 
when the one commeth from he to proſperity, the other 
gocth from proſperity to troubles. This the Lord telleth wicked 
men beforc __ will not faile to fulfill it in duc ſeaſon, Be- 


hold,faith he,my ſernants ſhall eate,and ye ſhall be hwngrie:behold, Iai-65 11-14. 


my ſeruants ſhall drinke,ard ye ſhall be thirſtie : behold,my ſernants 
ſhall reioice,and yee ſhallbe aſhamed: behold my ſernants ſhall [ing 
for ioy of heart and ye ſhall crie for ſorrow'ef heart, and ſhall howle 
for vexation of mind.It icemerh to them an incredible paradoxe, 
and a newes by far more admirable,then acceptable, that there 
ſhould be ſuch a tranſmutation of conditions on both ſides, to 
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contraries;but he doth know that it will be ſo,& can cffc& that 
it ſhall be ſo,and hath decreed that it mult be fo, & therfore re- 
lateth the particulars with ſuch certainty,as if forthwith the exe 
cution chereof ſhould be preſented to their [enſes, 

Firſt,it is Gods ordinance,and che order which he vſeth im his 
proceedings,that iudgement ſhall begin at his owne houſe, as 
S. Peter tcacheth,and trom thence be deriucd to the wicked to 
continue ypon them for cuer. The medicinable potion, at the 
brimme of the cup,he will haue his owne children to drinke for 
their health and preſeruation,bur the dregges andpoiſon at the 
bottome,his eneniies muſt ſwallow vp for their ruine & deſtru- 
ction, 

Secondly,troub!cs, feares, vexations, and torments are the 
proper portion of ſinners, they receive not their childs part,nor 
enter ypon their inheritance,till they fall into them, Good men 
paſſe through then, as a deepe miry lanc in aftrange country, 
but trauell home to their owne pleaſant {oilc of comtort;but the 
euill and rebellious, gallop ſwiftly in the faire way of proſperity 
and haſten to their own yncomfortable home of hideous Ifol2. 
tion and horror, 

Thirdly,their malitious behauiour againſt Chriſtians, doth 
witha ſtrong hand draw themſelues into miſery, and lift the 
others out ofit, The Egyptians made it their exerciſe to drowne 
the children of the Iſraclites,and God deliucring the Iſraclites 
made the Egyptians to be drowned, Haman calt about with all 
his wits, how he might bring Afordecai to the gallowes,and the 
Lord appointcd in his wiſedome that the gallows ſhould catch 
vp Haman. And fo ſtood the caſe with Daniels encmies, they 
were driuen with their owne fleſh and family to feed the Lyons 
which they had appointed to eate vp Daniel. The Edomites 
were glad toſee the Iewes drink ſo bitter a draught of calamit 
as the Babylonians by Gods righteous iudgement had mingled 
ſor them;and therefore the Lord would make the Edomites to 
pledge them in the fame cup, and was more fauourable to the 
Jewes for their reioycing at them, For {o hee ſpeaketh to them 
both in the Lamentations:Reioyce,and be glad O daughter Edome 
that dwelleſt m the land of Vz.,the cup alſa ſhall paſſe through vnte 
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thee:thou ſhalt be drunken and vomit. Thy puniſhment is accompli- 
ſhed,O daughter Zion:he will no more carrie thee into captinitie, 
Lam.4.21. 

The doing of miſchiefe to good men, the attempting of it, 
though they faile of their purpoles, their wiſhing of it, though 
they dare not attempt it,and their reioycing at it when it is eftec- 
ted by others, all this doth afſuredly bring miſchiefe on finfull 
mens owne heads, 

Admonition to the aduerſaries of the Church, and Chriſti- Y/, 
ans,that they deale more mildly and moderately with them, The 
cale is their owne, they prepare for themſclues whatſocuer they 
impoſe ypon others. The burdens which they lay vppon their 
neighbors ſhoulders muſt be transferred to their owne backes: 
the bread of affliction which they prouide tor their brethren, in 
time will curne to their owne foode : the little cale and dungeon 
whereinthey ſhut yp the innocent, muſt in time bee made their 
owne habitation, 

Terror to vngodly perſons in regard of their dangerous condi- . 
— troubles they flic from, fearing them more rhen any 
manner of linne,and therfore account the life of afflicted Chriſti- 
ans to be moſt miſerable:and trouble is that which flyeth as faſt 
after them to make a pray of them, which alſo will maketheir 
ſtate tenthouſand times worſe then any Chrittians can be, And 
if it ſo come to paſle inthis life,as many times it doth, that the 
godly arelifted vp to proſperity, andthe vngodly into gricuous 
aduerfiry,what a change will therc be, and contrariety of their 
eſtates in the hfe to come, Which appeareth in the parable of 
the ritch man,and Lez.arxs. Here the rich man receiued his plea- 
ture and Laz.arss paine:but there is Lazaras in heauen, and the 
rich man in hell:Lazarss is in Abrahams boſome, and the rich 
man in the flames of fire:Lazarws is comforted, and the rich man 
rormented, The beſt man in his beſt ſtate here on earth, hath not 
a full inlargement, bur onely enioyeth liberty of the priſon : and 
the worſt man in his worſt ſtate is not yet come to execution, but 
onely fitteth in the Rockes. Butthe molt perte&t and abſolute 
difference and change will be at the day of the Lord Iefus, when 
ijoule and body ofhe fints ſhall bec filled with glory andim- 

E 3 mortality, * 
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mortality,and ſoulc and body of finfull creatures ſhall be ouer- 
whelmed with ſhame,and perpetuall contempt. And herewith 
the Apoſtle comfortcth the poor perſecuted Theſſalonians; /t is 
a righteous thing with God, \aith he, rs recompence tribulation to 
them that trouble you,and to you which are troubled reſt with vs, 
when the Lord Ieſus Chriſt ſhall ſhew himſelfe from heauen withhis 
mighty Angels,c5c.2.Thefl.1.6,7.3.9.10, 

Conſolation to poore helpleſle perſons, if they bee alſo 
harmles,that can find no friends which wil or can procure them 
deliuerance out of troubles.Few good are to be found that take 
to heart the ſuffering s of poore innocents, and few of thoſe that 
take them to heart,are able topreuaile any thing for them, Bur 
are there no wicked which may be hcard of? Hauc they no ene- 
mics which doe moleſt them? Alas, there be too many of theſe 
euery where,the world {warmeth with them, Then be of good 
comfort,you muſt come forth that they may come in, the place 
muſt be yeelded vp to the right owners, Cannor ye get a releaſe 
freely?will not intreaty worke your liberty? A price then ſhall 
be giuen,a ranſome ſhall be payd for it,and you ſhall be diſchar- 
ved For fuch a promiſe we haue from God in this booke : che 
wicked ſhall be aranſome for the mſt, and the tranſgreſſor for the 


rig hteons. 


Verſe.g, A hypocritewith his month corrupteth his neighbogr: 
but the righteous ſhall be deltered by knowledge, 


Ifemblers,and ſuchas make a ſhew of godlineſſe, but deny 

the power thereof, are commonly molt hurtful ſeducers, 
corrupting mens hearts with hurtfull (peeches,cither deprauing 
that which is good,or iuftifying that which is euill, and ſo they 
infe& their minds with crronious opinions, and ſtirre vp their 
heartsto finfull luſts,and peruert their waies with yngodly be- 
hauiour.But now to preuent the feares of the good, that they al. 
ſo are like to be drawnTtto miſchiefe, becauſe there are ſo many 
hypocrits,and to take away the cloaks and ſhifts from the wic- 
ked, which lay all the blame of their ſins on others which miſ- 


| leadthem,hee ſheweththe meances whereby this hurt may bee 


auoyded, 
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auoyded,and that is, by getting knowledge, and being righte- 


QuSs, 

Vngodly men are neuer more miſchieuous then when they put Dott.r, 
on the vizzard of godlines. Though this may be proued by ma- 
nifold teſtimonies,as well out of the old tettament as the new, 
yet we will rather exemplitie it by the experience ofthe times, 
then by allegations of {criptures. Through all the books before 
Chriſt,the falſe prophets are almoſt euery where complained of, 
In the time of our Catrata Prieſts, Scribes, and Phariſcs of all 
others were his bittereſt enemies. The Apoſtles found none ſo 
dangerous asfalſe Apoltles,and ſuch as took vpon them to bee 
profeſſors and preachers. Paw/,Peter,lade and Toby are moſt am- 
ple in giuing admoaitios to beware of them.Euer fince that time 
there haue bcen ſprings,ſtreames,flouds,and ſeas of ſuperſtition; 
idolatry,violence,andall abomination in the —_— of An- 
tichriſt:and all vnder prerence of the Churches authority,zeale, 
deuotion and good intendwent, 

Firſt,ſuch are very forward and buſie in this ſervice of Sathan p,, ſons 
(for diligent they are not to beeſteemed,ynles they were better ; 
exerciſed)and therefore the more hurt and miſchiefe they doe, 
That leremy obſerued in the wicked deceiuers of his age,that 
they ranght their tongues to ſpeaks lies,and tooke great paines to do 
wickedly, And that our Sauiour reprooucd in the curled Scribes, 
& Phariſcs of his age,that they compaſſed ſea and land to make one 
of their profeſſion:and when he was made they made him twofold Math. 23.15, 
more the child of hell then themſelues. 

Secondly,they are very decentfull,and cunning:and therefore 2 
the ſcriptures compare them to crafty gameſters, and fowlers, 
which catch more birds artificially by lime-rw igs, grinnes, and 
nets,then they kill viglently by throwing ſtones at them. Of 
theſe guilefull perſons the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, ſaying : ſuch falſe 
Apoſtles are deceitfull workers,and tranſforme themſelues into the Cor 11.13. 
Apoſtles of ( hriſt. And no marueil:for Sata us tranſformed into an 
Angell of light.Therefore it is no great thing, thowgh his miniſters 
tranſforme themſelues,as though they were the miniſters of righte- 
ounſneſſe. . 

They are the more yenemous, by how much they are leſſe 
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miſtruſted for the opinion that is had of rhemfor piety & good. 
nefſe, doth prepare a paſſage for their poylſon, to enter into the 
bowels of mens ſoules,When they are reputed for godly,religi- 
ous,wiſe,and iudicious,all is recetued which they fo abroach,al 
is diſliked which they ſer againſt, Ic is an eafie matter for a man 
to looſe his purſe, when he tollowerth the robber as guide of his 
way.It is an cafie matter for a nian tolooſe his life, when he ma. 
keth a poyſoner,and his enemy to be hi s Phyſtion, 

Inſtruction to be very wary that their _— breath in fe& 
not our hearts,to keep our cares fr6 hearkning to their perſwa- 
fions,as much as we would refrain from one that had the plague 
ſore vpon him. When Woolues will put on Sheep skins, when 
thornes will rake ypon them to be vines, when thiſtles will be 
fig trees,and ecuill workers haue the place of Prophets, then our 
Sauiour admoniſheth ys to look to our ſclues, and take heed of 
them. . 

Secondly, conſolation if wee corrupt not others with our 
rongues;bur rather vſe the ro heale the corrupted,this declareth 
that we are neither openly wicked in behauior,nor ſecretly hy. 
pocriticall in heart:for a holeſome tongue is euermore a certain * 
note of an ypright conſcience, 

Bmt the righteous, &c.Though the tongue of the wicked bee a 
deadly weapon todoe hurt:yert the knowledge of the godly isa 
defenſive armor to preſerue him from it. The medicine which 
Saint Peter doth preſcribe, with his caucat to auoide the delufi- 
ons of ſubrtil ſeducers,doth after a ſort make a promiſe of reme- 
dy againſt them,to ſuch asſhal carefully receiue it. Beware(ſaith 
he)leaft ye be plucked away with the error of the wicked, ard fall 
from your owne ſtedfaſtnes But grow in grace,and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saniour Teſns Chriſt.2.Peg.3.17.18, 

Firſt, Ignorance is that which giucth entertainment to errors, 
and all ſound knowledge excludeth them out of dores. Whome 
doth the fooliſh womg,or folly her ſelfe cal to her feaſt, but ſuch 
as are ſimple?Whom doth ſhe vtter her mind vnto, but to ſuch 
as are deſtitute of underſtanding? And whom do the lurking cor- 
ner creepers ſo much pray vpon as ſimplewomen /ader with ſinnes 
and (cad with diners luſt s? 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,men of knowledge haue their wits exerciſed to di- 
ſcerne between good and euill, between light and darknes,be- 
rween the ſeruants of God,ard the workers of iniquity. They 
beare the image of God:and therfore know the image of God 
where it is,and fee tne defects of it where it is not. They carry a 
light within them whereby they are able to diſcouer the doc- 
trines of falſhood, which are contrary to the trueth, and the 
works of darknes which axe contrary to holines, and therefore 
can rcie& them both, 

Thirdly the ſound knowledge of Chriſtians, is not onely a 
ſhield to warde off all deteſtable errors,and damnable here hes, 
that they ſcduce not the mind, bur alfo a preſcruariue to expel al 
flattering inticements,and {infull fuggeftions that they corrupt 
not the heart, And that the holy Ghoſt doth expreſly promiſe 
in this book,xo.cuery one that doth loue, and labour for know. 
ledge. When wiſedame entreth into thine heart and knowledge de- 
lighteth thy ſoule,then ſhall comnſell preſerue thee, and vnderſtading 

ſhall keep thee and deliner thee from the exill way, & from the man 

that ſpeaketh froward things,and from them that leaxe the waies of 
righteonſneſſe,towalks in the waies of darkneſſe : which reiozce in 

doing exill,and delight in the frowardneſſe of the wicked. Prouer,2, 

10.11.12.13.14- 

Encouragement to vſe diligence by all good meanes, in all 


Gods ordinances appointed to that end, to get vnderſtanding Ver. 


and rightcouſneſle, fince our need thereof is ſo great, and the 
vic ſo good.Neirher wealth, nor wit, nor any a thing, can 
ſtand vs in fo good ſteed for the prefcruation of our hearts, as 
theſe doe, For they all without thoſe are trecherous and deceit- 
full, rcady alwaies to betray vs,and open the dores to let in flat- 
ry and corruption:but theſe haue faithfulneſle and courage, and 
power,& conltancy,to ſtand for the defence of our ſoule to the 
cnd, 

Though there ſhould come neuer ſo many bands,and armies 
of Satanical & helliſh hypocrites,and eucry mans mouth were a 
musket;or cannon to ſend out moſt mortal,and deadly poylon, 


yer if we be armed with theſe graces, we need not to feare them, x,q, .. 
+ The Antichriſtiaa deceiuer cannot illude them that haue recei- 
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ued the knowledge and loue of the truth. The falſe Chriſts ſhall 
not deceiue the ele&t,as being protected by Gods power, & fur. 
niſhed with holy vnderſtanding. The diuell himſelfe with all his 
fiery darts and temptations, ſhall be refiſted and driuen back by 
thoſe that haue on che breſt-plate of righteouſnes,and the other 

icces of Gods complete armour, The Lord Icſus by the ſound 
Lnowledge of the ſacred ſcriptures hathalready repulſcd & tur- 
ned him ro flight,and putteth the ſame weapon into our hands, 
with ſtrength and powerto purſue him. 

Comuiction of them that are drawn away by euery iuglet, & 
finfull companion. The Lefuires,and Seminaries — 1b 
and traytors,may diſgorge their (tomackes, ahd yomit vp their 
venome into their boſomes, & they haue neither hand, nor hart, 
nor tongue,to reie them, but fuffer themſclues to be caried to 
errors,to hereſies,to idolatry,to conſpiracies/teWeatons,to re- 
bellions,to ſhamefull execurions,to fearefullthinnation. Ther- 
fore they werenot righteous, therfore they wanted knowledge 
therefore they were naked and deſtitute of all detenfiue armour, 
And here come alſo to be taxed,as friends to corraption,al they 
that are enuious to ynderſtanding,and the means thereof, which 
thinke it ſo much the more dangerous to ſeek for,by how much 
there are more which go about to deceiue, But this hath been 
ſufficiently ſpoken of in the ſixteenth yerſe of the ninth chaptcr, 
eſpecially inthe vſe, 


Verſe 10, In — of the righteous the citie reioyceth, 
and when the wicked periſh there xs toy, 


N the proſperity of the righteows)that is, when things goe well 
with che rhe city reioyceth, that is,the honeſt and well diſpoſed 
citizens,and countrimen be inwardly glad, and outwardly de- 
clare their joy, by cheerfull countenance,and ſpeeches,& other 
meanes,as opportunity ſcrueth to expreſle the ſame. And ſo doe 
they alſo at the death,and ouerthrow of oppreſlors,and tyrants, 
——_ wicked perſons, by whoſe fall the people fiſe, and 
whoſe ruine is the repaire of the city. - 
Good men haue not onely Gods hand to giue them good ' 
| things, 
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things,but godly mens hearts to bee ioyfull for them, When 
Mordecai was as the city of Shauſhan reioyced and was 
glad. And when the Lord ſhewed his great mercy on Zacharie, 
and Elizabeth in giuing them a ſonne,their kinſtolk and neigh- 
bours came and reioyced with them. 


Firſt, the prouidence of God hath the diſpoſing of al mens af- Reaſons. 


fetions:he deriucth their loue, and their hatred, their liking, 8 
loathing to euery one, as ſcemeth beſt to his owne wiſedome, 
Aud he hath appointed by decree in his counlell : by precepr in 
his wer es working of his ſpirit that godly men ſhall bee 
well affected towards the godly,and Chriſtians ſhall bee tender 
hearted one towards an 

Secondly,they arc all members of onc body, and therefore a 
ſympathy, & fellow feeling of one anothers (tate is mutually a- 
mong them; {f one ſuffer,all ſuffer with it : if one member be had in 
honour ,allthe members reioyce with it.1,Cor.12.26. 

Thirdly,it is well knowne that righteous men wil make their 
brethren commoners with them in their proſperity, When they 
are aduanced,others ſhal not be diſgraced thereby, but honou- 
red: when they are inriched, others ſhall not bee impoueriſhed 
thereby, but relicued:when they are made mighty, others ſhall 
not be weakned thereby, but ſupported. And ſo it is ſaid concer- 
ning Mordecaie,that when the royal! apparell was on his back, 
and the crowne of gold on his head, that vnto the Iewes was 
come light,and ioy,and gladnes,and honour, Heſt.8.16. 

Now all this is contrary in the ſtate of harmfull perſons, when 
Cod declareth his anger by caſting the downe,the people pub- 
liſh their ioy by clapping their hands at them. At the lealt Gods 
ſcruants for Gods glory,their owne peace,and the publike ſafe- 
ty,take comfort jn this mercy that is ſhewed to the Church, in 
taking away ſuch enemies.God inclineth their hearts to do this 
and the cruelty of the enemy hath procured it, as the eftects of 
both did manifeſt at the drowning of Pharaoh,& deſtruction of 
Siſers, 


Inftruction to them that bee defirous to poſleſic the hearts of Vſe-1. 


honeſt men, that they gaine them by iuſtice, and vpright beha- 
uiour, by mercy,kindnes, and goodnes, This courſe will draw 


their 
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their defires to wiſh well vnto them:this wil put arguments in- 
to cheir mourhes to ſpeak well for them:this will giue them in. 
couragement to further their aduancement:this will make their 
promotion acceptable to.them,& then deſirous of the continu. 
ance and increaſe ofthe ſame. Now many men defire to be po- 
pular,bur few to be righteous:it is eaſie to affect the greatneſſe 
of C Mordecai,who was ſecond tothe King, and greate among his 
people, accepted among the multitude of his brethren : bur it is 
hard to follow his goodnes mmprocurmg their wealth,and ſeeking 
their peace,& profſperity.Good liking is not gotten by pomp & 
power,and fauor is not gained with wealth and riches,and loue 
is not commanded by authority,and dignity : theſe may be al. 
lured with good cali Go neuer compelled by violence, 
Reproofe of enuious prrſors,that maligne the good eſtate of 
godly Chriſtians:they reioycenot at therr proſperity like wor- 
thy Citizens,but grieue, and vexeat it, like barbarous aliants: 
Either they labour to keep them vnder that they ſhall nor riſe, or 
to vndermine them that they ſhall nor ſtand, as appeareth inthe 
example of Daniels aduerſaries,Butall is in vaine:they ſhall bee 
fruſtrate of their purpoſe,they ſhal be foiled in their pratiſe, they 
ſhall be aſhamed,and curſed, & plagued for their malitious harts 


/ and miſchieuous enterpriſes. They that hate Zion,ſhal all be aſha- 


medand turned backward. They ſhall be as the graſſe on the houſe 
rops,which withereth afore it commeth forth.129.5.6. 

The city reiozceth,+c. Godly men are the chiefe inhabitants 
whereſocuer they dwell, 

They that reioyce at the proſperity of the righteous,are called 
thecity,the place hath denomination from them : and lt is cer- 
tain that neltheral,nor the moſt,nor in many placesthe greareſt 
are ſo wel affeed, but contrary minded.So it is ſaidin the book 
of Heſter that when the decree was gone forth, whereby allthe 
Iewes were proſcripted: and deſtinated to death, that the ci- 
ty ofShuſhan was-in [== 9a Who was this citythere but 
the poore condemned Iſraclites, who from their firſt comming 
chither were but ſtrangers and captiues? Ahaſhnerns, and Ha- 
mas were not of the number, for they were merriy drinking of 
wine:and a great number both in the Court,and City,as |t may 


appeare, 
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35 
appear, were glad of their miſery.So ſaith the Apoſtle co the Ro- 
manes, Your faith is publiſhed throughout the whole world, 
meaning thereby in all the Churches. 

Firſt,they haue agood eſtate in their goods,and hold their li- 
uings by a right tenure, through Ieſus being inheritors of the 
earth, whercas none elſe are ſo much as tenants at will by any 
right or warrant from God, but meere vſurpers intruding them- 
ſelues without any allowance into his poſleſſions, 

Secondly, all others are aliants in Gods account, & only their 
ynderlings & ſeruants;For ſo he ſpeaketh of ſuch as hold them- 
ſelues to be maſters and commanders of many others, The 
ſtrangers ſhall ſtand and feede your ſheepe, andthe ſons of ſtrangers 
fhallbe your plow men,and dreſſers of "your vines.[ai 61.5, 

Conſolation to theni that haue the teſtimony of the faichtull, Vſe 
and approbation of godly Chriſtians in their behauiour, It is as * 
good as ifall the towne and country did commend them. And 
that was S.ſohns meaning, when he ſaid that Demerrins had a 
good report of allmen.All wicked men would ncuer ſpeak well of 
him, or if they ſhould,it had beea lirtle for his credit ; but foraſ- 
much as the Apoltle reſtifiech ofhim,and the truth ir ſelfe alſo,ir 
mult needs be that thole amen were all good men which knew 
his goodncs, 

Terror for them that haue the cowplaint of Gods ſeruants a- 
gainſtthem, Though thcy be magnified of the multitude,and 
applauded of neuer ſo many wicked,they ſhall neither haue true 
honour,nor ſound comfort thereby. The voices of Chriſtians 
will carry the cauſe,and thcir verdiet is that which will caſt the 
faulty,if they conuict,the Lord will condemn:for they neuer a- 
gree all to find any guilty, but where the word of God, and his 
{pirit haue firſt giuen in euidence againſt them, It went hard 
with Zenacherib when God told himthat Zion del{piſed him, & 
laughed himto ſcorne, and ſhook her head at him. But what 1:31.37-22, 
cared he for that?Did not he deſpiſe her as much? True ir is,that 
he deſpiſed her aſmuch, but not with ſo much danger to her, His 
was a vaine,fooliſh,abſurd,and contemptible contempr, like pa- 
per ſhot againſt a ſtrong bulwarke: but hers was mighty, and 
effeCtuall carrying force with it,like a Canon againſt a weake 
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cottage which will ſhake it to peeces in a moment, 
Verſe 11. By the bleſſirg of the righteoxs the city us exalted : 
but it is ſubu erted by the month of the wicked. 


6 þ He meaning is,that iuſt men are very beneficial to the ſocic- 
ties of men by their religious,prudent, and proficable ſpee- 
ches:for ſo the word bleſſing ignifieth in many places : and fo ir 
is here ment as the antithchsſheweth: and ſo a poor man in ad- 


- uerfity,may as well be an inſtrument of good to his country, as 


a rich man in proſperiry,as Sa/omon teltifieth,Eccle.g.15.On the 
other fide,the wicked with hrs mouth and hurtfull words, doth 
worke miſchiefe among whom he conuerleth, 

By the bleſſing,+c.)A godly man will alwaies do good to the 
place where he awellerh,thaf many ſhall fare the better for him. 

The land of Tudah found the truth of this by comfortable cx- 
perience in the daics of their good Kings,and Prophets,as [eho- 
faphat, Hezechias,Iſaiahand others, who obtained wonderfull 
deliuerices for their people at the hand of the Lord. The land of 
Ifraell found the truth of it in the daics of their holy Prophets 
Eliah and Eliſha,vho procured help againſt drowth,tamine,and 
enemies,and therefore were called the chariots, & horſemen of 
Urael. What ſhould I ſpeake of /oſeph,of Moſes,and Samnel,and 
Daxid,of Nehemiah,and Ezra,ofHeſter,and Mordecai,and ma- 
ny others,am6g whom S.Pax/muſt be of the Puorum,as one of 
eminetnote,ſfpecially of that marucilous preſeruation of al that 
failed inthe ſhippe, with him, notwithſtanding they were very 
infidels, 

Firſt, he will preferre the welfare of the publike ſtate, before 
his 9wne priuate aduantage and profit. When Moſes might 
haue continued afauorite, he voluntarily for his brethrens ſake 
incurred the Kings diſpleaſure: when he might haue been great 
in AEgypt,he rather forſooke AcgyPr : when he might haue li- 
ued in credit,pleaſure, and plenty like aprince, he choſe toliue 
obſcurely, painfully, and hardly as a ſhepheard, When Heſter 
was b1d to ask,and haue to the halfe of an ample & large empire 
ſhe ſer aſide all reſpeR of lands and liuings, and only |D_ 
lives of her people. 

Secondly, 


YIIM 
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wenn will apply his tongue to all thoſe meanes wher- 
by he may beſt effect his defire, and profit his neighbours : by 
rayers,by counſels, by exhortations, and incouragements,and 
ſpecially bytriuing againſt the finnes that are among them, 
Gods bleſſing vpon him,doth imake his bleſſing proſperous to 
others.For wicked men many times doe ſpeedethe better for 
the fauour of the Lord which dooth accompany his ſeruants, 
Laban knew,and ack ID therein he was much be. 
holden to /acob,not only for his faithfulnes and paines, but for 
the good effect and ſucceſſe of them, /oſephs maſlter,and Toſephs 
keeper,and Pharaohs houſe, andall the land of Egypt ſped the 
better tor the goodnes of God towards /oſeph.On the other fide 
in the ſinfull perſon, cuery thing is otherwiſe, His rongue and 
talke is hurttull and v2 Heis wholly carried with ſelfe- 
loue,and priuate lucre.All his endeauours be to accompliſh his 
owne wicked pR_—_ and his meanes thereunto be vnlawfull 
and hurtfull, As he by rebellion hath prouoked the wrath of 
God againſthimſelfe,ſo is the curſe ſent out after him,and brin- 
geth a iudgement many times vpon the place where he is,and 
the people that are about him, and the Country wherein he li- 


ueth, 
Inſtruction to vie all kindnes to godly men,fince we enioy ſo 


2 


great 2 bleſſing by PRnn_ helpe to exalt the City,let them Vſe.r. 


be alſo exalted in the City, or be well ſpoken of, or haue good 
affection borne vnto them: at the leaſt beware that they be not 
iniuriouſly oppreſſed. The vnreaſonable creatures which arc 
commodious tothe owners, will eucry wiſe man be willing to 
hauc,and carefull ro keepwell. The inſenhible trees which bring 
foorth plenty of good fruit,are husbandry drefſen,and heedful- 
ly preſcrued, that nothing doe barke the body,nor browſe ypon - 
the branches,nor breake downe the boughes. And ſhall not 
faithfull men be 9 doe more good in better man- 
ner to greater numbers,for longer continuice? God forbidthar 
we ſhould be ſo vnthankfull, as to requite euill for good : or ſo ' 
improuident,as to hinder our good by requiring of cuill: or ſo 
fooliſh and franticke as to ouerturne our former good, and 


'* change it wholly into cuill and miſchiefe, For that isthe cuent 


F 3 that 


I:rem,1$,20, 
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that commonly enſueth vpon ſuch as deale vnkindly with thoſe 
who deale kindly with them. This cauſed Jeremy to rurne his pe- 
titions into accuſations,and his interceſſions into imprecations 
Shall exill be recompenced for =—_— they haue digged apit for my 
ſoule: Remember that I ſtood before thee to ſpeghe good for them,and 
to twrne away thy wrath from them. Therfor®deliner vp their chil- 
dren to famine,and let them drop away by the force of the ſword,oyc, 
Reprehenſion of ſuchas are ſpoilers of their cities, and not ex- 
alters;which ruinate townes,and citics,and countries,but ere& 
nothing but their own houſes(habitations they are not proper. 
ly to be called, becauſe they ſeldome dwell in them ) and thoſe 
they make ſumptuous for = and oftentation. Of ſuch the 
Prophet ſpeaketh when he ſaith, that deſo/ation & deſtruttion are 
in their pathes:they make hauocke of all that commerh within 
their walke,and lay all waſte before them, And here the Ieſuits, 
and Seminaries,8& the whole crue of theſe vnnatural, barbarous 
and cruel Papiſts are to be condemned, which doe as greedily 
thirſt after the bloud of their King,& countrimen, and the ſub. 
uerſion of the kingdome and country,as any forrain enemies in 


their greateſt hoſtility are poſſibly able. 


Verſe 12. He that is deſtitute of wiſedome deſpiſeth his neigh- 
bour:but a man of underſtanding will keep ſilence, 


ASE man which hath a beggerly hart,as the words ſig- 
nifie, being voide of ſound iudgement, & ſanctified know- 
ledge of Gods holy wil,defireth to vilifie others,cſpecially ſuch 
as feare God,and to make them appeare baſe and contemprible, 
And this is doneſometimes in bitter anger,by rayling,reuiling, 
and contumelious reproches;and ſomtimes in ſcurrill mirth, 
zirding icſts,and laughter; and ſometimes in hidden craft, by 
alſe reports and ſlanders,But they which haue more wiſedome, 
will frame themſclues to better behauiour : they will not onel 
keepe ſilence from offering that indignity to them that prouoke 
them not thereunto,but will alſo forbeare to requite them with 
xeproaches,which haue not ſparcd to ſeck their diſgrace, For ſo * 


doth 
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doth Dazidteftifie ofhimſelfin this caſe:[ ans as 4 men that hea 
reth not and 4s a dumb man that openeth not his month,Pſa, 38.13. 

They which are the moſt contemptible perſons,are the grea- 
teſt contemners of others, As wiſedome aboue. all other things 
doth make a man to be excellent, ſo needs muſt the want of it 
make him to be baſe:and yetſuch as come not only too ſhort of 
the perfeion, bur nor at all to the beginning thereof,are ready 
to ſport at them which arc moſt graced with it, When the wicked 


commeth,{aith Salomon,then commeth contempt and with the vile Prou.ts.z, 


man,reproach./None ſcofted ſo much at Dawid as the abie&ts,and 


the drunkards made ſongs of him. None mocked 7ob ſo much Plalm.z 5arg. 


as the vagabonds who were no beter then their fathers,& their 
fathers not ſo good as dogges. They were the children of fooles, 
and the children of villaines which were more wile then the earth. 
Andyet he was their ſong and their talks, they ſpared not to ſpit in 
by face.lob.30.1.8.9.10, 

Firſt, where wiſedom is wanting,there pride aboundeth(as an 


empry ſtomack is full of winde)and pride bringeth diſdainful- Reaſons, 


reſfe becauſe they conceiue of wondersin themſclues, and dif- 
cerne of nothing but wants in others. The blind bragging Pha- 


rifie was not aſhamed to come into Gods own preſence,to de- 


poo the humble poore Publicane, who was incomparably the Luk.18.9.u1- 


etter man, 
Secondly,they are deſpiſers of God himſelfe, reieRing his 
counſell,and caſting his word behind their backes, and there- 


fore it is no ſtrange thing that they ſhold offer deſpite to mortal 


men, 

Thirdly, contempr is in al equity,their own due portion,and 
God hath appointedin his iudgements, that they ſhall recouer 
their right rothemſelues,by-making an offer of it to others. 

Confa 
dom,and ripenes of their wit,to haue a dexterity in breaking of 
ieſts ypon men tomake them to be laughed at.So far they.think 
they ” the rarenes of their vnderſtanding, as they can make 
men to feel the Keennefſle of their tongues. But God which beſt 
knoweth who be wiſe,and what is wy vn doth charge them 


' to be ynwiſe,and yoid of wiſedome, He to whom it belongeth 


ro, 


tation of them which taken to be the fruit of their wile Y/e.r: 
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to conuince fooles,and to puniſh them, doth marſhall theſe a- 
mong the great fooles that ſhall be puniſhed, 

Inftruftion as to kcepe our ſelucs from the ſociety of ſuch 
companions, vnlefle we be duely called into place; fo not to be 
diſmaied,though in our callings,and for wel doing, they ſhoot 
their bolts at vs. Their ſtrongeſt arrowes are but ftrawes, and 
their ſtrongeſt archers are but dwarfes and Pigmees, The Lord 
himſelfe doth animate vs againſt the greateſt of them by the 
Prophet: Feare yee not,faith he,the reproache of men,neither be yee 
afraid of their rebukss For the moath ſhall eate them vp like a gar- 
ment,and the worme ſhall eate them like wooll, If a worme, and 2 
maggot will proouec ſtronger then they,and get the victory of 
them, why ſhould their words be more regarded then wormes, 
and maggots?Ideots,and naturals we care not,for though they 
ſhoukd raile ypon vs,and giue reuiling —_— :poore creatures 
they are to be pitied, they wit wit,they know not what they ſay: 
and why then ſhould theſe be ſo much refpeed, which are to 
be lamented for want of wiſedome, and fay they know not 


what? 


Ver.13.He that goeth about as 4 talebearer, diſconereth a ſe- 
cret,but he that ts of a faithful heart,concealeth a matter. 


= this place,and in the ninteenth of Leviticus verſe 16, and 
elſe where the holy Ghoſt compareth buſi-bodies,and ſuch as 
delight to deale in other mens matters, to petty chapmen, and 
pedlers,which carry wares — in one place,& buying 
in another,and two marks of lewdnes he brandeth them with, 
as firſt, that they haue falſe and vnfaithfull hearts : and then that 
they hauc looſe and blabbing tongues that can keepe no coun- 
ſell, but tell all that they heare. They will draw on men by their 
newes and reports to open their minds and ſecrets vnto them, 
Which after they will publiſh to others. From both which vices 
he cleareth all good men,their harts are faithful,& their tongues 
arefilent ro couer ſuch matters as loue requireth them to hide,& 
duty and conſcience do not bind them to lay open. 


A ſlanderous tongue will be as ready to defame them whom *Þ ' 
it 


perſe.g. PROVERBS. 41 
ſpeaketh vnto,as whom it ſpeaketh againſt, Ittraffiketh alro- 


gether by exchange, it will deliuer nothing to you, butvpon 
condition to receiue ſomewhat from you, It will neucr beare an 
empty pack,bur defireth where ought is vetered, and taken our, 
there to take ſormwhar to be put in,that it may haue choiſe for 0- 
ther places.Thisis the cauſe why the Lord forbiddeth to chaffer, 
or to haue any dealing at all with ſuch miner of perſons,though 
they make ſhew of neuer ſo great loue and kindnes towards vs, 
He that goeth about as a ſlanderer, diſconereth ſecrets : therefore 
medale not with him that flattereth with his lips.,Prou.20.19. 


Firſt,the ſame cauſe that moueth him to relate other m&s affaires Reaſons, 


to thee, will likewiſe induce him to diſcoucr thine to other men: 
and that is want of loue,a defire to be plauſible in ſatisfying itch- 
ing cares,and hypocrific,making reſemblance to hate thole falts 
which he cenſureth in others, 

Secondly they haue beene trained vp in that trade, and there- 
fore cannot leaue it:neither will they at any time negle& their 
markers for any mans ſake, 

Thirdly,they haue not the power, and gouernment of their 
owne tongues, but Sathan hath,whoſe gunpowder they are, and 
if he pur fire vnto them, they cannot chuſe but take. And that $, 
[ames meaneth when he ſaith,rhat the tongue 1s ſet on fire on hell, 
that is,by the diuell that helliſh ſpirit, Iam. 3.6.Now he is a con- 
tinuall falſe accuſer,and makebate berween God and man, and 
man,and man,and friend and neerc(t friend, and theretore looke 
for no fauour at his hands, 

Inſtruction:Firlt if wee would be truſted, and haue men im- //{. 
part their minds vnto vs withour ſuſpition of vs,let vs auoide the 
diſcourſes of other mens infirmities,and labour rather to pray 
for them,and hcale them. It we defire that any man ſhold powre 
his counſels into our eares : let him not ſee another mans 
dropping out of our mouthes:for then he may cafily know what 
will become ot his owne.2. To be wary to whom we commit 


our ſecrets:not to buhe ralkers,not to idle walkers,not to them Mica.7.5. 


that are hollow harted. If they be briars,and thornes,as ficah 
calleth themif they carry prickes in their mouthes, and guile in 
their ſoules,and fnne in their lives, truſt them not, put not confi- 

G dence 


Dot, 
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dence in them, keep ſhut the dores of thy lips from the, though 
they were friends,though they were counſellours, though they 
were yoke-fellows, Eſpecially let vs not comunicare with them 
in giuing them hearing of their vncharitable obrreQations, nor 
truſt them in our ſecrets:for it were iuſt and righteous that they 
ſhould be diſcloſed and broughtto light for arecomptce of our 
raſh and vnlouing credulity. 


Ver.14. Where no counſell is, the people fall: but where many 


connſellours are,there ts health, 


VV2z” there is connſell)Where godly & holy inſtruction 
for guiding the hart and behauiour,& graue & prudent 
aduice for gouernment of ſtate,cicher domefſtical,or publike,do 
faile,thcre the people do fall;that is,the gouernors themiclues, & 
they that arc in ſfubic&tion to them,do run into many mifchiefes 
of grieuous diſorders, & miſerable deſtruction, For what in that 
calc is to be expected fro ſuperiours,but violence & oppreſſion? 
And what from _ falſhood and diſobedience? And 
what fromall ſorts, but impiety and wickednes? And what then 
from God, but heauy ſtrokes and puniſhments ? But where many 
connſellors are,which be faithfull, and giue wiſe and wholeſome 
counſell,&rhar is alſo imbraced & followed,there is helth, that 
is,religion and iuſtice,peace,plenty,& ſafcry, which aggrauate 
Gods gratious fauour and bleſſing, 

Nothing is more neceſſary and profitable to any ſtate then 
good counſell, where this is wanting, there the beauty and 
brightneſle of authority is away. The multitude of men, the 
wealth of the people, the ſtrength of munition, and the mighty 
force of armes will little auaile,if wiſe men be not imployed in 
the weighty affairs. And this cauſed Sa/omon to make ſuch com- 
pariſons,that lowly and ſubmiſle words of a poore wiſe man,are 
more to be regarded,then the crie of an vnwiſe ruler, with his 
fooles about him:and that wiſedome is better then ſtrength,and 
alſo then weapons of warre. 

Firſt,there is no more ſufficiency in any one man, by his owne 
wiſedome without the afliſtice of others,wel to order the mat- 
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ters of a kingdom or ſtate,then for one alone to gouern a great 

ſhip, withour the helpe of other Sailers or officers, Daxidpro- 
fefleth ofhimſelfe,that he was wiſer then his enemies, then his 
reachers,then the ancient,and yet he ſought out the moſt pru- 
dent men in all Iſraell, as Huſhai, and Achitophell, &c. to helpe 
him with dire&tion, Who cuer,bur Chriſt, fince Adamstall,could 
ſay that he was as wiſe as Salomon? who hopeth to be ſo wiſe? 
Who can be fo wiſe, vntill the end of the world?and yet he made 
choiſe of a counſcll to conſult with, & to confirme himſelfe,and 
his people by, 

Secondly,it is a mercy of God to a prince & people, to giue 
them many cies to ſee wich, many cares to heare with, many 
tongues to ſpeak with,many minds to be in continuall exerciſc 
for the benchit, ſafery and preſeruation of the whole ſtate, 

Thirdly,it is one of his great iudgements,cither to take away 
counſellors from anation,or to take away wiſcdome from the 
counſellours, This was threatned to Ieruſalem and /z#dah by 
Tſaiah,that the Lord of hoaſts would depriue them of their (tay 
and (trength,the pillers of their country, and the props of their 
liues,and thoſe were not only bread and drinke,and Warriours, 
and Iudges, but Prophets alſo,and the prudent, and the aged, 
and the counſellors,that ſo they might be ceahily caſt downe, yea 
ruinated and brought to duſt of their own accord. And concer- 
ning the other branch,that it ſhould not be taken fro an ordina- 
ry and gentle correction to his faithtull children,bur a rare and 
{cucre puniſhmct to his diſſembling enemies, he doth aggrauate 
it in another place,and ſeriit forth in ſuch maner as might make 
it moſt fearefull to vs . Behold, ſaith he, {will doe 4 maruellous 
worke in this people,euen a marnellous worke and a wonder : for the 
wiſcdom of therr wiſe men ſhalperiſh,and the underſtanding of their 
prudent men ſhall be hid,1{a.29.14. 

Inſtruction that the care of our ſclues,the regard of our friends 
the loue to our neighbours, our _ to Prince and Country, 
ſhould ftirre vs vp to call ypon God,thart as he hath counſel and 
wiſedome,and is wſedome and vnderſtanding,ſo he would ſtore 
vs withable and learned Miniſters for the Church,and wiſe and 
prudent ſtates-men for the Common-weale : and that they 

G2 which 


['aig3.1.2, 
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which are ſo qualified, may haue their imploymer, & they which 
are ſoimploicd, may ſhew themlelues faithtul,& they whichare 
faithful,may alſo be protperous.And to alay ma may be a profi- 
table Church man,and ſo a private perton may do good leruice 
to the King and all his dominions, 

Reproote of luch as truſt to themiclues,and their owne wiſec- 
dome, andthinke they ſtand in neede of none for their {oules, 
they knowas much as all the ens can tell: tor their bcha- 
uiour,when to ſpeake, and whento bee ilent,what to fay, and 
what to conceale;for ations to be performed,or forborne,they 
haue as much iudgement as any man:for their ſtate how to nia- 
nage their affaires,and what courſe to take for their gaine, and 
commodity,they will learne of none of them all, &c.And this is 
a fault the more to be reprehended, when they contemptuouſly 
reic& counſel which they may hcare,whe they deſpiſe he COUn- 


ſell of God which is offered vnto them, when like Pharas,& A- 
chab,they make choiſe of ſuch as ſhall illude and decciue them. 
For that is very vſuall and common with many purpoſely to al- 
ſociate themſelues,and harken to ſuch as will quell in them the 
feare of all Gods admonitions,rebukes,& threatnings,and giue 
them incouragement to any idolatry,ſuperſticion,impiety,wan= 


tonneſſe, vnthriftines, worldlines,and all ſuch euils as their harts 
arc moſt affeted vnto, But moſt ofall is their finne notorious, 
which do not only refuſe counſell themſclues, but wiſh and de- 
fire that there were no counſellors to others,eſpecially ſuch as 
might inform them in the way of Godto bring them to ſaluati- 
on. They complaine ofthe number of preachers,one is ſufficient 
for a fole country; they exclaime of the frequency of prea- 
ching,one ſermon is enough for halfe a yeare., And of this ſort 
the bloudy traiterous Papiſts are offendours in a high degree. 
They doe not onely wiſh fewer counſellours,and leſſer ſtore of 
preaching, bur ſeek by violenceto effctt it,as their practiſes de- 
clare,They would in a moment hauc deftroied the King,and all 
his Cleargy, all his priuy Councell, all his Judges and Coun- 
ſell learned inthe Lawes,all the great Counſell of Nobility,and 
Commons aſſembled in Parliament:and afterwards al the god- 
ly Miniſters,and Chriſtians throughout the whole kingdome, 

Are 
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Are theſe the friends of the people?Doe they with them to bee 

reſerued from periſhing ? doe they defire and labour tor the 
health of their nation? 


Verſe 15. He that is ſurety for a ſtranger ſhall wholy be broken: 
but he that hateth thoſe that clap hands ,zs ſure. 


Is pages here is to giue men admonition to beware of 
ſuretiſhip:which he doth inferre by two reaſons, firſt from 
the hurt and danger whichthey runne into that be not wel adui- 
ſed therein:and fecondly,from the peace and ſafety which they 
inioy that heedfully auoyd the _ thereof, Now he doth not 
abſolutely condemne all ſurctiſhip ( for then would Pax/ haue 
aeuer vndertaken for Oneſimasr)but raſhnes onely therein, is that 
which is here,and in other places reprooued, For it may ſome- 
times be a worke of mercy to become ſurety,as well as tolend, 
or giue, By ſtranger, is not meant all,or onely vnknowne per- 
ſons,For it may fall out to be a duty of Chriſtian loue, that way 
to helpe & relicue ſome ſuch as we were neuer before acquain- 
ted with, and a neere neighbour, a familiar friend, a kinſman,a 
brother may in this caſe be aſtranger to vs, when it is not ſafe to 
vndertake for him. As firſt, if there be like tro grow detriment to 
the borrower,as taking mony,or any other commodities vypon 
hard conditions,and at vnreaſonable rates, or for needleſle ex- 
pences,& ynthriftines,or any way to the hurt of his ſtate or con 
ſcience.Secondly,if it tend to the hurt & damage of the lender, 
that heis in danger to be defeated of his owne, and to ſuſtaine 
loſſe by our meanes, If wee our ſelues are to be intangled by 
it,the fumme and valew of the debt being more then weeare 
able cither ropay,or well to ſpare:when ones owne creditours 
by that occafſ16,muſt be defrauded of their due,when our wiues 
children,and families which haue alfo an intereſt in our ſubſtice 
ſhall be robbed of their portion and maintenance,and bereaued 
of the fruit of their owne labours, Then he ſheweth a remedy 
againſt it,to hate ſuch as clappe hands, thar is, to hate and feare 
to be clapper of hids our ſelues, for the ratifying and confirma- 


, tion of promiſes in this ynaduiſed ſuretiſhip, and ſo we ſhall bee 
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ſafe and ſure in this behalfe.Prouided yet,that we take not other 
courſes that be couſen-germanes tot, & as dangerous & hurt. 
full as that is:as negligently withour all care and regard to run 
into debts and arrerages,or ventrouſlywithout due conſiderati. 
on of mens faithfulncſſe,and ability, tro lend foorth our mony, 
wares,or cattcll,and ſo to put our ſtatc into the hands of ſtran. 
oCrs, 

” Araſh ſurety doth ſeldome liue _ without trouble and 
miſery, Such a one, as though crofles were too few, and too 
ſlow,doth increaſe and haſten them to himſelfe, He giucth his 
hand to his neighbour to pur ſtrength and weapons into his 
neighbours hands,to his owne woe and yexation. Hereof hath 
Salomon ſpoken already in the fixt chapter: My ſonne,if thou bee 
ſurety for thy neighbour and haſt ſtricken hand with the ſtranger, 
thou art ſnared with the words of thy month : thou art euen taken 
with the words of thine owne month. Betore a man doth volunta- 
rily inſnare himſelfe,he is like a bird that hath the liberty of the 
whole ayre,to flie whether ſhe will at her plcaſure, bur after he 
hath bound himſelf by promiſe and couenant,he is like a bird in 
anet,and in the fowlers hand, that may be killed,or caged, or gi- 
uen to children to play with, or otherwiſe dealt with,according 
to the fowlers will,and yet the poore bird, is cither ſurpriſed in 
her owne place, or allured by hope of toode to the bayte, not 
knowing that ſhe is in any perill,wheras the ſurety doth wilful- 
ly caſt himſelfe into danger,being forewarned of the cuent,that 
would follow,and hath no baite of any gaine,or benchi laid for 
him, 

Firſt,he cannot bur hue in great feare and diſtraftion of mind 
leaſt the party for whom he hath vndertaken,ſhould cither ftaile 
of fidelity,and purpolcly caſt his debt vpon him, or clfe ſhould 
cometoo ſhort of ability, & prooue vnlufficient to diſcharge it 
himſelfe.So if another be in want,then muſt he be in wo:Ifano- 
ther be vnthrifty,then he muſt be vnhappy : if another be falſe, 
then he muſt needs be brought to a fall, 

Secondly,God doth often by aprouidence whet the hearts of 
creditors,and ſharpen them againſt ſureties which fal into their 
hands, And that we ſhould not decciue our ſclucs in this cale, . 
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with expeQRation of fauor,he telleth vs what is to be looked for, 

if we grow too bold and hardy, Bee not thou of thera that touch 

the hand,nor among them that are ſurety for debts, If thou haſt no- 

thing to pay why ſhould he take thy bed from wnder thee?Pro,22.27, , 
Now this why ſhold,is ſer down by way of threatning,according 
as it is alſo in ſome other places _— when Amaziah 
faid tothe Prophet, hawe they made thee the Kings connſellour? 
ceaſe thou:why ſhould they ſmite thee ? And as he | a_ a caueat 
for cuery one totakec heed of entring into ſuretiſhip,or elſe not 
to thinke it ſtrange if they feele the  —_ of it ſo he granteth a 
warrant to creditors,to ; drm roundly with raſh ſureties, & not 
to be too ſparing of them. Take his garmet,ſaith he,that is ſurety 
for a ſtranger,and a pledge of him for the ſtranger. . 

Thirdly,the miſery which he draweth vpon himſelfe, when 
the burden of paiment,and forfeiture ſhall light vpon his back, 
will pearce his hart with bitter griefe and ſorrow, when his eyes 
ſhal behold the ſpoile of his goods, which either he hath gotten 
with labour and trauaile,or his triends haue giuen him in loue 
and kindnes,or his wife hath brought him in hope & expetati- 
on:when his cares ſhall heare the cry of his family and people 
that are frighted with terrors,and bitten with hunger, & (taruen 
with cold,and pinched with al kinds of want and penury. When 
his bones and whole body ſhall be reſtrained from his houſe & 
houſhold, from vocation and calling,from friends, from recrea- 
tions and comforts,from liberty and freedome, and claprt vp in 
a cloſe and loathſome priſon. 

Reproofe of them thar thinke it neither ſinfull againſt God Ie 
nor hurttull to thenifclues, but a point of good fellowſhippe to 
yeeld to any mans requeſt in ſuch a matter, They take it to be 
the eafieit way to gratifiea friend, & leaſt painful and chargeable 
to giue their word for him, yea and bloud alſo,if they be therto 
rcquired,as though the charges ſtood onely in beſtowing their 
breath,and their paines,in putting their hand & ſeale tothe ob- 
ligation. And who are moſt forward this way, but ſuch as hauc 
leaſt care to performe their promiſe ? And whome doe they ſo 
readily vndertake for,as thoſe that be ſhifters, & moſt vnable to 
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* keepe touch with their creditors ? And as it falleth out in bor- 


rowing, 
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rowing, ſo it commeth to paſſe in bayling, that bad priſoners 
haue ſcldome better ſuretics,and men that be greatly offenſiue, 
moſt commonly offer their word for grieuous offendours, And 
many times they are caught,and brought into the trappe, their 
deare friends of whom they had ſo good opinion,do giue them 
the ſlip,and leaue them in the lurch, and then they clamour, and 
crie out, yet only againſt the vnfaithfulnefle of the man whome 
they belecued ſo well, but not againſt their own vnfaithfulneſle, 
which would not beleeue God who forewarned them of the pe- 
rill Nay they ſtill clear themſclues,though their own folly con. 
uince them, they giue commendations of their owne courſe, 
though friends,and family, though Gods teſtimony, and their 
owne woful experience condemn them. Their loue, they ſay,and 
friendſhip,their good nature,and kind heart hath wrought them 
all that ſorrow,Nay, rather it was cruelty,and vnmercifulneſſe to 
your owne houſe, It was raſhnes,a bad nature,and a fooliſh hart 
that brought you into this miſery, Haue you deſperatly thrown 
your ſelues into a quick ſand,8 will you lay all the blame ypon 
others for your ſticking inthe mire? 

Defence of them which are not flexible to ſerue euery mans 
turne with bond & couenants,but will firſt know the perſon for 
whom they make their promiſe, and bee acquainted with his 
truth and honeſty,and with his ſtate and hability; and confider 
alſo of their owne ſufficiency, whether they can withour any 
great difficulty,diſcharge that which they take vpon th&,if their 
neighbour ſhould faile.Bur this is want of good neighborhood 
ſay they.Burthis is a poinr of good wiſedome, faith God,who 
neuer alloweth that neighbourhood for good, which ſwarueth 
from holy diſcretion. His commandement is:Thou ſhalt loue thy 
neighbor as thy ſelfe,and therfore no man is bound to loue him 
more then himſelfe,cſpecially when it is with hatred ofhimſelf, 
and hurt of many others. And indeedir is no work of true loue, 
but of fleſhly friendſhip:for loue doth neuer leade a man to doe 
any thing which God appointeth him to hate,as in this place he 
doth all raſh ſuretiſhip. 
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Verſe 16, A gracions woman maintaieth her honour, as flrong 
men keepe riches, 


Gracious woman) Which is indued with the feare of God,and 

the heauenly gifts of the holy Ghoſt, d:tb mamtame , that is 
doth both get and hold a reucrend citimation and credir, 4s tron 
menbe of ability to obtaine wealth,and riches, and to defend that 
which they haue, 


They which haue grace,ſhall ncuer want honour, how meane Do#, 


and weake locuer they be, 

Eucn women which are of the weaker ſexe, euen poore wo- 
men which ncicher haue parentage, nor beauty , nor rich apparell 
to ſcrchem forth, are yet rekoned amang theſe honourable per- 
ſonages if they haue vertue ; for itis atnrmed of cutry one, with- 
out exception of any, S, Peter ſheweth that there is no wife nor 
woman of pure connerſation . whoſe beart 1s uncorrupt with a meecke 
and qwiet ſpirit , but ſpce is much ſer by of God , and become Sarahs 
daughter, 1.Pct.3, 2,4,5, Anditthe Lord lo well like of all holy 
women, he dothas much take pleaſure in all holy men : if he bee 
more dclightcd with their piety and lowlincfle, then with gold 
and ijluer,with pearls, and pretious ſtones, and all coftly apparel; 
then he will morecitecme alloof the faith and louc,and other gra- 
ces of theſe, then of lands, and liuings and nitles , and all manner 
of dignitics. It they be tran{planted iato Sarabs kindred, and haue 
her tor their mother : then theſe are incorporated into Abra« 
bams (tocke,and hane him for chceir facher, 


Firſt, chey hauc che conſtant ſpirit of God conſtantly reſting Reaſons.1, 


ypon them , andthatisa ſpiret of g/ory, as Saint Perer teſtificth, 
1.Percr.4 14. As therctore that can neither be kept away, becauſe 
Goi's hand doth beſtow it:norany pluck it away , becauſe Gods 
hand doth preſeruc it:no more can any Ray them fromrecciuing 
praiſe and commendation , nor weicltit way from them, when 
they bauc it, 

Secondly, as the excellency of Chriſtians doth not conſiſt in 
bodily pompe,butin (pirituall graces , and behaviour : ſo it isnot 


* (omuch apprehended with mens cies, as withtheir hearts ; their 
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conſciences wil praiſe them , when their tongues revile them, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith : we approve onr ſelues to emery mans conſcience in 
the ſight of Goi , He would not appeale to theirlippes before men, 
but to their {oules betorethe Lord, and then he was ſure they 
would iuſtife him,though i ſpeech many would condemn bim, 
Now if it beſo , a womans grace wil as wel ſhine to their hearts, 
as a mans: a poore bodies as wel as rich folkes :ſo long as they 
remaine godly,alwell as when they began to be godly, and more 
at the alt chen at the hr{t, becauſe their light groweth daily grea- 
ter,and brighter, 

Thirdly, itis t: ue honour to haue the loue and liking of God 
21d good men for vnfained goUlinetle and goodoelle: and this 
belongethto all the fanhfull though acuerſo meane and feeble, 
They will hold faft the feare of God in their hearts,that none can 
bercauc them of it : they will diligently doe the will of God in 
their liues,that none can hinder them from it ,ar d then v ho ſhall 
forbil God to ſhew them the light of his countenance ? and who 
ſal alienate the hearts of Geds people from willing them wel 
with kind andhcarty aftc ior ? 

Reproofe of many finful women which ſecke not honour by 
yertue, but vanity , not by grace , but garniſhes. Andthat they 
maintaine with might and maine, with heare and hand, with teeth 
and rongue , andall the meancs which may bedeuiled. Itis as 
calictotake a purle of gold froma Rrong armed ſouldier,as to 
perſ[wade them to leaue their pride & idlenefic,and other wicked 
waies which they viually walke in, 

Bur beſides thc (c, there arc other men and women to be repre. 
hended, whichare as vnconſtanein any good courſe, as theſc are 
obllinate incuil , They hane entred intothe way of godlines with 
good commendation in the beginning , and leauc off therace in 
the middeRt, and runne to finfulonetTe with the world in the latter 

nd. They cowardly ſutfer themſclues to be ouercome , and 
rifled, and robbed of their honour : their crowne is taken from 
them,theirglory is turned into ſhame and reproach . What cau- 
ſeth them to renounce that goodnes, which before they ſcemed 
toimbrace? toforſake the fellowſhip of Chriſtians with whom 

they were wont toconuerle ? to negleRt the duties of piety _ 
they 
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they were wont toexercile? to giue oucr the care of their families 
which they were wont to inſtru 2 Even this that they would not 
be deſpiſed and brought to contempe : they would not be mocked 
and ic|tcd at for preciſcneile, they would nor looſe their credit, 
and good account. But is honour preſcrucd by caſting off grace? 
willetais be a mcancs to make them glorious, toſhake ot vertue, 
and (hew them(ſclucs vicious 2 They vtrerly deceiue themfelues, 
for our ecxt faith that they muſt be gracious perſous which thall be 
ablc to maintaine and keepe their konour., 
Conſolation for poore maligned and molefled Chiiltians, 
whoſe weaknefle the power of the wicked ſeekes to piay v pon: 
and whole meanes the pompous proud worlelings hauc in de- 
ri{;on , and (trive allo to make contemprible to all others. The 
highel(t finner in the world is vnable to hurtthe Jowell Saint, or 
the molt gloriqus among thcm, roſhame che moſt iccbleamong 
cheſe. It is as puſſible tor a young child by force to wiing the 
vcapons out of a giants hand, ortake his mony out of his bo« 
ſome, or to draw his heart bluud cut of his bedy, as itis to [trippe 
any ozegood man cf his rcucrent eſtimation. And what meane 
they chen ro (urmice that a few of them, and tuch as be in dif- 
grace with God, and all prudent men can bring dow ne,and caſt 
to the ground the who'e Church of God ? Lee cher know that 
cuery woman of Chriit lis army, 1s too hard foratiy man,for all 
men, vea and for allelic fendsthat are in Sathanscampe : Euery 
child may bid Jchance to him, and his whole hoſt of perſecutors, 
God is our dcfcnce, and therefore they cannot ouerthrow vsz 
God is our gloriczand accounterh vsfor glorious, and therefore 
they cannot ſhame vs. In Iſaiah this is ofren pretſed , Feare thou 
no:,lammith thee, bee not afrail, for I am thy Ged : I willſtrengthen 
thee,and helpe thee, and will ſuſtaine thee wuh the rizht band of my 
inſtice , Bebold, all they that proncke thee ſhall bce aſhamed and con- 
founded : andihey that ſtrine withthee ſhallperiſh, Feare not thou 
worme /aceb, and yee men of [/rael : ] will belpe thee, ſanth the Lord, 
and thy redeemer , the boly one of Iſrael. Thou waſt precio in my 
ſig ht,audthoa waſt honourable and [ lowed the, ce. layg1l 10.11.14. 
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fdread, leaſt ſathan ſhould take aduantage by their imbecllity, 
d want of courage,andlearning todraw them to apoſtatic, and 
back-ſliding, Contider that he can keepe back none from obtai- 
ning honour , whoſoeuer either man or woman doth ſoundly 
endcuourto be godly, dothtake a ſure and infallible way to bee 
wel thought of:none cuer failed,or was diſappointed of that ſuc- 
cefle.Remember aiſo that when God hath once giuen it,the diucl 
can neucr take it away from any, but ir remaineth co their liues 
end,and ro the worids end,and world without end : then be well 
aſſured that 1s vnable ro depriue vs of grace, and conſtant faith- 
fulnes:for that is the ſpring from whence the other flowerh : that 
is the body ofthe lighr,and the other but the beames which pro- 
cecd fromthe brightneſle of it, 


Verſe 17. He that i a mercifull man rewardeth hi; owne ſoule: 
but he that is craell troubleth his owne fleſh, 


Y a mercifull man,is ment ſuch a one,as with a tender and pi- 

tifull heart doth good both to the bodies and ſoules of men 
according to their nced, and his owne ability, And freely alſo 
remitteth wrongs, & paſleth by offences without reuengement, 
Where it is {aid that he rewardeth his owne ſoule,the ſence is,that 
hee procureth to himſelfe both ſoule and body a reward from 
God,and that as certaine,as large, and continual,as if the tulneſſe 
of power were in his owne hand, to beſtow vpon himſclfe as 
much happineſle for as long time as his heart could poſſiblic 
dchre, 

But he that is crnell ) Which cither in violence or rigor victh to 
offer men hard meaſure,or ſhutrerth vp his compaſſion from them 
that arc in affliction, that he will no way rclicue or ſecke to com- 
tort,troubleth his owne fleſh, thatis , hurteth his owne body,and 
in like manner his ſoule alſo, 

Euery mans dealing with others ſhall rebound to himſelfe, 
whether it be incruelty,or kindnes;FMercifull men ſhall recciue 
mercy from Gods owne hand,and from their brethren, whom he 
willſtirre vp to ſhew loue and fauour vnto them:and thoſe which 
are fierce and boiſterous to others,ſhal not faileto be recompen- 
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ced intime: the Lord will be as ſeucre as they are cruell,andas 
ſtrict in iuthice to them, as they are rigorous in extremity tO 0- 
thers, Andthis ſhall not alwaics be reſerued to the laſt day,or 
to their death,or to the tormets in the world to come, but ſpoi- 
ters be many times ſpoiled in this lite, oppreſlors be oppreilcl, 

and cyrants be ouerthrowne by tyranny. And therefore our Sa- 
uior giuethan admonitis, that they which would not be iudg. 

ed,ſhould not iudge : they which would not bce condemned, 

ſhould not condemns they which would be torguuen,ſhould be 
ready to forgiue : they which would haue giuen vnto them, 

ſhould giue vnto others, For with what meaty eyee mete , faith 
he, [/ all men meaſure to you agarne : Luk. 0.37. 28. Tot [p arcro 
Ip eake of luch arguments as may be gathe red from the cttate,& 
nenwed mercifull men , and the contrary becauſe they follow 
hereafterin this chapter, and we would not foreſtall our iclues, 

we will hold our ſ{clucs to the words as they are litcrally fer 
downe in the text, and makc it appeare that cucry mans owne 
foule receiucth molt good by the go0dnefle which hee cxcrci- 
{cth towards others. 

Fir(t,it is a forcible meanes for graceto be increaſed in him, & 
Gods: ordinances to bc blefſed to him. Hee heareth the word of 
God delightfully,and it worketh eftcctually in hin, No people 
Were more ready rodiltribute to the reliefe of their brethren, 
then the poore Churchcs of Macedonia,& Par had ncucr grea- 
ter cttect and comfort of his miniſtery then in the Macedonian 
Churchcs. So doe thc y pray \ with feruency and boldnetic,and 

g00d hearts, God hearcth them with mercy and tauour, D, Hd 
nad INCOUragement to cal vpon God tor the preſeruation Gl his 
loule,v = could trucly plcad that he was m_ -citull, Cornelius 
loſt not es labor in praying,but found a com tortable& & blcfled 
{uccefic when the Angel coukd tcl] him, that his almes came vp 
rogerher with his praicrs in remembrence beforc God, 

Secondly, it maketh way for comfort in feares, tempratzons, 
and afflitions:it inuiteth godiy men torepairc vnto vs,it ma- 
keth them deſirous to refreſh our hearts : it flren othen« thiheir 
hope in their ſupplications to God : it miniltreth a1 guments for 
pertwaſion to our {clues , Or if they ſhould not come at vs,or 
H 3 hope 
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hope ſo wel of vs,or dealc ſowell with vs, yet our owne conſci- 
ences with the teflimony of Gods ſpirit would {upport our ſoules 
in greateſt extremity,as [obdid find by happy experience, 

le is a treaſure that is ſafcly laicd yp in heaven for our glory, 
whereof much will be giuen vs when we ſhal be difſolucd, and 
goe to Chriſt , bur moſt of all, when we ſhal be reffored , and 
Cirift come to vs. At his glorious appearance,ſhall they appeare 
in glory which haue becne pittifulto his m:mbers, and fruitful in 
mercy . They ſhal ſtand at his right hand, and to them ſhall he 
lav,Come yee bleſſedof my F ather , mberit the kingdome which was 
prepared for you from the beginning of the world, Butall goeth 
crulle with carnall perſons. The Lord giucth them no grace by 
his word and other ordinances, but challengeth them for com. 
ming into his houſe with bloody hands, As he bath ffopped his 
eares atthe cry of the poore , ſo he ſhal cry himlclfe and not be 
heard. Miſery will miſerably rorment him , his houſe 1s not a ſafe 
place for Chriſtians to rclort vnto, Lions dennes (cldome hit for 
Lambesto be in, when good men be preſcne , what can they ſay 
to mittigate his feares , or to leſſen his ſorrowes? If others be fi- 
lent, wil his owne conſcicnce ſpeake for him ? Nay of all , that 
andthe law of God will be moſt forward , and forcible to accuſe 
and condemnec him . And then at his death he commeth into the 
caſeofthe rich man ſpoken of in the Goſpel , that was tormen- 
ted with flames : at the reſurrection that ſentence ſhall be pro- 
nounced ypon him, which was inditcd long agoe, Depart from 
me yee enrſed into enerlaſting fire, which u prepared for the awell and 
bis Angels,Mach.25.41.All this,vnletle he repent , isvndoubred- 
ly belonging to him, | etes che continuall per/]] of ſtroakes 
and iudgementsto light vpon his body , which cucry moment 
may 1ultly be feared, 

Incouragement to gee cheerefully about the works of mercy, 
fixce theyareſo profitable to our ſelues , Some of chem ſceme to 
be very chargeable, and cannot be performed without expenſes: 
yer we gaine more then we giue, we receive more then we lay 
out,we doc good to other mens bodies, but make the beſt match 
for our owne ſaules. Qthers ſeeme very painefull and require 


both traucl and paticnce , and many be altogether vnplcaſant ro 
our 
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our nature: yet our wages doth counteruaile, and ouerpoiſeall our 
wo: ke and labour: for we cannot put our bodies ro ſo much toyle 
and trouble in any ſeruice of Chriſtian louec, as we ſhall obtaine 
co our hearts , delighttull pleaſures with 1clt, and peacc,andioy 
and gladnelle. 

Conſolation to them that are fearcfull of themſelues, and 
doubtfull of the tate of their (oules,they feele not themſclues to 
bcleeuc,thcy Gnde nor the pearcing of godly ſorrow, and therc= 
fore they call into queſtion their faith and repentance, Butarc 
they mercifull men ? Doe they beare a burthen with the aftiicted 
members of [c{us Chriſt ? They dare not (ay fo direAly , but their 
owne hearts tell them that they would mourne more with them, 
and do more for themit they were able , Their deſires then and 
willingnefle exceed their ability , and what ſurer note can there be 
of truc mercy? 


Rewardeth his owne ſoule , troubleth bis owne fleſh,c5c.) They are Dott.>, 


the beſt husbands which beſt proutde for the good of their owne 
perſons. To beecarricd with carnall (c|fe-louc is a vice which is 
worthy to be condemned : to be lead with Chriſtian louc of ones 
ſclfe,is a vertue which 1s much tobe commended, The one draw- 
eth a man to wickecdneflc, the other driueth him from it,to good- 
nellc:the one cauſcrth him to be hurtfull co bis neighbours,the 0- 
ther maketh him helpefull vnto them: the one ſeruing himſelte 
finfully,dothveterly vndoe himſclfe,the vther applying himſclfe 
tothe (eruice of God faithfully , doth procure his owne bleſſed- 
netſc for ever. When the Apoſtle would bring an argument that 
ſhould be perſwaſtue and forcible,and moſt likely to preuaile with 
rich men to worke mercy and liberality in them, he chuſeth this, 


That they ſhould lay vp for themſelues a good foundation againſt the 1,Timg 15, 


rrme tocome that they might obtaine eternall life, It were tono pur- 
polctolay vp only for children, for hceires, executors,or admini- 
{trators,though they were (ure to have children,and friends,and 
their children, and friends were ſure to inioy their polleſſions: 
bur to inrich themſclues, is erulyto be rich; and+*to haue ones 
wealth perſonally in himſclfe, and for himſclfe , and not only a- 
bout him,is to be rich indeed, 


Firſt,the current or ftrcame of all the promiſes, and threat- Reaſons.r, 


nings, 
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nings,runncth this way : the reward of all obedience , and the 
puniſhment of all iniquity rendeth to this purpoſc.Bleſſings vp- 
on goods and cattel],vpon grounds,and fruite trecs,vpon chil. 
dren and familie , are but appendances to the ſubſtantiall 
bleſſings which are conferred ypon loule and body, efpecial- 
lic for. the eterna!l (tate of both . Andſo when curſes fall on 
the outward things of wicked men, it is, that they may ga- 
ther waight by the way to preſle the heauicr vpon their owne 
perions, 

Secondly, though one haue neuer ſo great plenty of carthly 
things,and abundance of all kinde of proſperity, yer if himſclte 
bc not his own,bnt deſtructios,whar treaſure can do him good? 
iVhat doth it profit a man to win the wholeworld, if he loſe his own 
ſoule?Math. 16.26, So,though one haue neuer ſo great penury of 
carthly things,and abundance of al kinde of atflictions, ycrithe 
preſerue his quicke (tock,that is,himlelte from being a tpoile to 
ſinne and Saran,no creature can hurt him, his mitery wil droppe 
off from him , his crofles and ſorrowes will vaniſh away , and 
come to nothing, 

Inſtruction to be diligent in all thoſe meanes whercby we 
may beſt benefit our ſelues, with comodities of greateſt yalew, 
As firſt tolabour for true pictic & reh1gion : to be wel acquain- 
ted with God,and his holy word:to recciuec inſtruction, to haue 
it in c{timation,to obcy it in conſtant exacrcilc. And hercof the 
holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh in the ninth chapter , /f thox bee wiſe , thou 
ſhalt be wiſe to thy ſe If,and if thou be a ſcorner,thou alone ſhalt ſuf- 
fer. Secondly , that performance of the duties of mercic is a 
gainetul trade for the ſoule to thriue by:it bringeth in good ſtore 
ot comforts for preſcnt vic, and helpeth mentoa ltocke of ioye 
& happineſle for an other day. And therctorec our Sauiour doth 
perſiwade vs to vic it,and giueth vs liberty to make our vſc oft, 
Sell that yee haue,tauth he,and giue almes;make to your ſelues bags 
which waxe not old,a treaſure that can ener faile tn heaut where 
no theefe commeth.neither moath corrupteth:Luk.1 2.72.It is dan- 
ecrous,andfinfullto hoord vp much gold, and to keepe it roo 
long:but ſafc,and commendable to heape vp good works in a- 
bundance,and neuer depart with them while the world Rtandeth « 

they 
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they ſhall be ſure to take no harme,and we ſhall be ſure towant 
no good, 

octh of them that are __ and thrifty, and neate, and 
husbandly for euery thing but for themſelues, Their earble is 
dunged,andrilled, and ſowne: their paſtures are mounded, ban- 
ked,and trenched:their trees are pruncd,their gardens are wee- 
ded,their cattell arc carefully looked ynto :and all this while 
they ſuffer their hearts to be ouergrown with finnes,as the wild 
walt is with weeds and briars:there is no fence to keep the Di- 
uell out of their ſoules;they grow like nettles & brambles to be 
cut vp, and caſt intothe fire, Euery one of their horſes, euery 
ſheepe, euery cow, euecry ſwine and pig is in better caſe then 
themſclues.They deale, as it they ſhould crimme their haire,bur 
wound their head:or be heedtull to their nailes,bur ler their fin- 
gers rot off;or keepe their garments whole, bur permit their skin 
to be rent,and torne into peeces, 


Verſe 18. The wicked worketh 4 deceirfull worke:but he that ſow. 
eth righteouſneſſe, ſhall receine a ſure reward, 


Tz wicked worketh a deceitfullworke)He is continually prac. 
tifing of ſome cuill, which wil neuer faile,to make his expe- 
ation to faile, But he that ſowerh righteouſnes, which conſtant- 
ly,and conſcionably is exerciſed in doing good, /hall haxe a ſure 
reward,partly in this life, with a competent meaſure of comfor- 
table proſperity,and perfeCtly in the life ro come, with glorious 
immortality. The ſenſe will be the better diſcerned, itthe op- 
poſition be ſet down in this manner:The wicked worketha de- 
ceitfull worke by ſowing of iniquiry,and therefore ſhall be de- 
cciued in his reward:but the godly workerh a faithfull worke by 
ſawing of rightcouſneſle,and therefore ſhall recciue aſurere- 
ward, 


Vngodly men ſhall be ſure to find their finnes more dange- DoTZ.r. 


rous and hurtfull then they looked for. Their familiar friend 
whom they loue ſo deerly,and make ſo much of, which is moſt 
in their mouthes, in their hearts, and in all their wayes, itwill 
ſurely ſhew them a ſlippery tricke at the laft. Saint Pax can ſay 
I as 
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as much to this point,as any man, by the experience he had of it, 
Few had neerer acquaintance with it then he at thebeginning, 
and none had a greater breach with it inthe end then he. And 
then he keeperh no counſel, but relleth all that he found (and 
God aucrreth alt that he tellerh)chat ſirne had deceined him, and 
ſlaine hins. 

Firſt, ir putteth them in vaine hope to effe& many exploytes 
whichthey can neuer bring to paflc,bur al their endeuors recojl 
vpon themtelues. How many ftones did Saw caft vpro brayne 
Daxuid*which all lighted on his owne pate, How ſmall a matter 
did Haman thinke it to kill Aſordecai? yea to deſtroy all the 
Tewes?which fell on his owne perſon, with his family, and other 
fricnds, How ſure were traytcrous Papiſts, and vndoubredly af. 
ſuredto blow vp the Parliament,and all eftates ofthe kingdom? 
and yer of themſ:lues diuers were blown vp to the gallowes,and 
all the reſt, valcſlc they repcut,are likely to be blown dow nc to 
hcl], 

Secondly, they dreame ofa greater felicity and happines in 
their linfull courſes, than cuer they can attaine vnto, When 
Abimelech was aſpiring tothe kingdome, when he was perſwa- 
dirg the Sichewites, when he was murdering his brethren,and 
making them our of the way,whar did he once thinke of, but of 
cap,and knee, ofhonor,peace,and ſafery?He had concluded that 
there would be no moleſtation and trouble, no breach of coue- 
nant and diſloyalty, at leaft no perill of life, eſpecially by the 
hand ofa woman:that al! his authority ſhould be brought ro 
ſuch an ebbe,as only to haue power remaining to command his 
page to runne him Lrough with his (word, The fit and paſſion of 
dittemper that Achab fell into when Naboth depyed him his 
vineyard,declareth euidently how happy a man he made recko- 
ning to be when he ſhould ger it, And yer the ocgurrents which 
fell out at his taking ofpoſſeſiion, oucrturned a his happineſle, 
He intruded himſelte thereinto with iolity and mirth, but Eltiah 
ſent him out againe with heauineſle and griefe, 

They preſume of ſecrefie,that their ſhameſull fats ſhal be hid- 
den,and neuer broughtto light, wheras they cannot poſſibly be 
concealed, For God himſclte doth ſee and obſerue them, and * 

who 
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who ſhallforbid him to reueile and diſcover. them ? Adam was 
away when Cain{lew his brother, and Exe was not there, and 


Abel was made ſure enough for complaining, and Caine him- 
ſelfe was ſilent enough from boaſting of it,and no body elſe was 
inthe fields,cither to ſce ( ane [triking,or to heare Abel crying, 
and yct out it came,and known it is,and eucry man can ſpeake 


of it.Geheſs made not all the town of his counſel whe he follow- 


ed Naaman for the mony, he asked not his maſter leauc to goe 
after him,nor made report of his dealing,and ſucceſſe afterwards 
and yer El;/ha could tell him,and hath declared to ys, apd all o0- 
thers whither he went,and how he ſped,and what his intent was 
in the diſpoling of his mony,namely,to buy oliucs, & vineyards 
and ſheep, and oxen,and men-ſeruants,and maid-ſeruants,and to 
become a great man. What ſhould we ſpeake of the plotting of 
Ananiah and Sapphira,& of Daxids adultery,and imurder,which 
were ſo cloſely contriued as they imagincd, that neuer any man 
ſhould haue had intelligence of them? 

Fourthly,they haue taken ſecurity for impunity, Either they 
hope to eſcape all puniſhment, or elſe that it will be ſo light that 
they may ealily beare it,or ſo ſhort that they ſhall quickly paſle 
through it. Whercas the Law of God threatneth the contrary, 
That the Lord will make their plagues wonderfull, ewtn greate 
plagues,and of long continnance,and ſore diſeaſes of long durance, 
And ifthey will appeale from threatnings to promiſes, fromthe 
Law to the Goſpel, from Aoſes,to Chrilt,let them heare the {en- 
rence that Chrilt| aſleth vpon ſuch manner of perſons: They ſhall 
goe into hell,into S fire that newer ſhall be quenched. Where their 
worme dieth not and the fire nexer goeth our, 

Fiftly,they hauc conditioned and indented with finne,before 
they entred into the gee? mow of it, thatthey would leauc 
it againe after a time, andſo by repentance preuenxg both the 
ſhame and puniſhment. But they know net that all finfulneſle is 
crafty,aud cruel: when it hath them, it will hold them, and thar 
falt by the heart,and keep them in perpetuall bondage and thral- 
dome, 

They may with as good {afery drinke vp ſtrong poyſon, and 
tireſcribe ut a meaſure how farre it ihall work:ox c x cis Ft 
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into the raging ſea with limitation how deep they will fink,anq 
how long they will make their tay there, All the ſernants of fin 
and ſatan are chained vp in priſon and not at liberty to depart at 
their owne wils:for the will it ſelfe is kept in hold,and neuer re. 
leaſed;before the Lord witha forcible hand of grace dodcliuct 
it, 
Inſtrution,nor xo fuffer our ſclues to be abuſed by ſuch a cou- 
ſening companion, If a ſhifter ſhould carry about,apacke of 
counterfeit wares,itwere a point of wiſedome to refuſc to buic 
of him,eſpecially ifrhey were infectious, and fuch as would in- 
danger our oaks with the peſtilence. Now there is not ynder 
heauen any Conicatcher that huerth ſo much by his wit,as ſinne 
and wickednes doth by wiles:which doth not defraud men of 
their mony,bur of their ſaluation ; which bringeth nor plaguy 
ſtuffe to kill the body only, but moſt pernitious corruptions to 
deſtroy both ſoule and body for euer. 

And fith the works of iniquity be all ſo deceitfull, let vs hear- 
ken to the words of God,and the counſell of godly men,which 
we ſhall be ſure to find very faithfull. The perſwaſon of Satan 
ſeemed more plauſible ro Exe,than did the commandement of 
the Lord; but ſhe had eſcaped the venome and poiſon of Satans 
perſwafion,it ſhe would haue giuen heed to the Lords comman- 
dement, 

The note of wilfull vnchaſt perſons in their miſery,wil bethe 
ſong of all other ſinners that refuſe to receiue admonition: How 
haxe [ hated inſtrultion,and mine hart deſpiſed correftion: and haue 
ot obered the yorce of them that taught me nor inclined mine cave 
ro them that inſtrutted me:WWithin a little ſpace I am in all eill m 
the midſt of the congregation and aſſembly. 

Reproofe of them that vndertake the defence of ſubtill fine: 
that offer themfſelues to be compurgatours for her;it ſhe ſay that 
ſhe is honeſt and vpright,they will ſweare, they thinke it true, 
What cuill is there of Idolatry,ſuperſtitron,fwearing,Sabbath- 

breaking, cruelty,wantonnes, yea abominable whoredom, pride 
and riot, but it Can haue proctors to =_ for it,& giue'coun- 
renance-t6it? And moſt commonly they are the men,rhat of all 
orher#every way forſouleand body, for ſubſtance and credit, + 


hauc 
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haue been molt plagued by her. Her craftines hath ſo inchanted 
them, that by her viage ſhe hath gorte their harrs for cucr,Their 
wits,their trongues,thcir pennes,their practiſe of life,& all ſhall 
be alrogether for her againſt God & his word,againk all godly 
men,againſt aH ciuill men, againſt their owne eſtimation and 
Rate,comfort and faluation, 


God is a ſure paimaſter to all chat labor faithfully in his ſer- Dott.2, 


uice, Though their ſtrengrh be not great, nor their worke very 
much, yer if their dehres be ſound,and their endeuours vpright, 
their recompence will alſo be certaine. The Prophet Azariah 
knew that he ſpake aſwell to poſterity as to thote of his owne 
age,and as truly to Gods people as to King Afia and his people: 
Be ſtrong,and let not your hands be faint: for your worke ſhall haxe 
areward. 

Firft,the couenant is plaine and without al doubtfulnes,there 


is no equiuocation in it,there is no mentall rcferuation to per- Reaſons, 1, 


uert the meaning of it. 

Secondly,the coucnant maker is abſolutely perte&,and euery 
way all fulficienc. His wiſedome toreſeerth what things are fit to 
promuſe:his truth doth bind him to do all that is promited : his 
mercy doth moue him to do more then he promiſeth : and his 
power doth ſerue him to performe whatſocuer his wiſedome 
fſeeth meer,his truth hath vndertaken,or his mercy willeth ynto 
his ſeruants. 

Inttigation to ſhew all diligence in doing good, and let no 
time {lip away withourtſome fruitful exercite, Of nien ſome hire 
their workfolks by the yeer,ſorne by the halfe yeer, ſome by the 
moneth,ſome by the week,& ſome by the day:but God giuerh 
vs wages for eucry minutes work,for euery moments work,for 
eucry pom {peech,for cuery holy thought, for imployment 
in our beds,for patience in our ficknes,for good viage edu 
tions:there is no ſeaſon,no ſtate,nor place,wherein a good man 
may not be wel occupied, forthe increaſcof his wages. The ſame 
reaſon doth S. Paw! vie to incite the Corinthians, and all other 
godly Chriſtians,to be very laborious and painefull in all good 
leruices continually,ſeeing there wil be a refurreQtion,and a re- 
tribution to cuery man according to their waics, 7 herefare my 
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beloned brethren({aith he)be ye ſtedfaſt and vnmoneable aboundant 
alway in the works of the Lord,foraſmuch as ye kyow that your labor 
i not in vainein the Lord. 

Incouragement to patience,though we ſeem not to haue pre. 
ſent pay for our obedience.Our wages is in a {ure hand, and will 
not faile to be yeelded vnto vs when our necd requireth it,or a. 
ny vſe may be made of it, for our beſt aduantage. Our wages is 
better than ordinary;the whole crop that we ſow is giuen vs for 
our labour,and therefare let vs not bee too halty toreape it be. 
fore it be ready.Good Farmers indeed, pay the ploughmen ſoo- 
ner then the corne is'ripe,but cheaper then the corne is worth: 
whereas God beſtoweth freely vpon his laborers all that they 
hauc ſown,it is their own, and thereforelet then tarry ill har- 
uceſt,and they ſhall find their hire will farre ſurmount their tra- 
uels.This is the ground of the Apoſtles perſwafion to the Gala- 
thians:Ler vs nor be weary of well doing : for in due ſeaſon we ſhall 


reape if we faint not. 


Ver.19.Sorighteouſneſſe leadeth to life , and he that followeth 
exill ſecherh his owne death. 


US verſe is inferred vpon the former, by way of explicatis, 
to ſhew what hee ment by the decetucable worke of the 
wicked,andthe ſure wages of the righteous, And firſt he begin- 
neth with the latter according to the manner of the Hebrewes, 
declaring that life, vnderſtanding thereby immorrtality and all 
the bleſſednes annexed vnrto it,is that ſure reward which al god- 
ly men may vndoubredly expect: and deſtruction both of ſoule 
and body eternally,is the cnd whereunto the deccitful work wil 
bring wicked men, which do ſo much decciue themſclues by 
a greedy deſire of fatiſtying cheir finfull luſts, 
The Lord hath not only appointed a certaine reward, but a pre- 
cious for h's ſeruants.Nothing can beter be the ſuch a happy life 
and ſuch a happy life as he deemeth nothing too good for them 
ro enioy,Hereot the Apoſtle ſpeaketh to the Romans :The wages 
of ſinme us death,but the gift of Ged us exerlaſting life through Ieſus 
Chriſt, Rom,6.23. 
This 


WT 
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This is to ſet forth the bounty and ſaperabundant munificence Reaſons,r. 
of God the father, that the riches of his loue & goodnes may be 
magnified aboue all creatures. He putteth into the hearts and 
power of {infull men,to giue gold and filuer, to giue iewels and 


, treaſure,to giuelands and liuings,to giue titles and dignities,to 


grue crownes and kingdoms:but neither men nor Angels could 
cucr giue life to any, or keep their owne by their owne power: 
the liuing Lord,and eternall God,is he that maketh al his Saints 
as well in hcauen,as in earth to live eternally, 

Secondly the Lord Icſus our Sauior hath by his dying killed 
death,and bought life,and by his. reſurreQion triumphed ouer 0 
death;and won life for eucry one of his members:yea he himſelf 
is the life ofhis people which belecue in him, who maketh them 
partakers,by an cuerlafting communion with him, of his owne 
life, He laid it downe for them:andtook it vp againefor them, 
and imparts it vnto them : it is as poſſible for hum to periſh, as 
them,and the whole Deity as him. 

Thirdly the ſced of grace whereby the ſonnes of God are re- 
generate as an immorrtall ſeed, as S.Peter calleth it, and of the 1.Pet,z.z, 
nature of the father that begetteth them, and therfore they muſt 
needs recciuc life, and retaine life, and ncuer after be depriued 
of it, 

Fourthly,without this life the children of God were in no bet- 4 
ter caſe then other creatures, For either they ſhould be ſubiect 
to eternal death, which is the condition of the wicked reprobats 
or clſe be extin& and aboliſhed wirh a finall diſſolution, which 
is the ſtate of vnreafonablec beaſts. 

Inſtruftion to labor for righteouſneſie, and pretiouſly to ac- ,, 
count of it,fince it procureth ſo precious areward to vs,and that V/[e.1. 
from the fauor and kindnefle of our gratious God, Hee that 
triuerh carneſtly herein may truly be ſaid to worke for life, For 
life is propoſed,and life he ſceketh,and life he ſhall find.If great 
wages were vncertain,or certain wages were but ſmall,it would 
be but a ſmal incouragemet to take great paines;but ſeeing now 
it is ſo ſure,and ſo large,& ſo good, what is too much to beper- 
formed,and what is too grieuous to bee indured for the ſame? 


' True it is that rightcouſnefle will call for traucll, and raiſe vp 
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trouble,but it is as true that al the trauels & affiifton: of this pre- 
ſent life are not worthy of the glory, w hich ſhall be ſhewed vnto vs, 
For our light affliftion which is but for a moment canſeth unto v1 a 
farve whe. ch —_g an eternallweight of glory. 
' If nothing but bare life were beſtowed vpon vs, euen meere 
deliverance trom the danger of death,it were a benefit nor light- 
ly to be eſteemed. It was 1aid of Lot, that he was preſerued trom 
eſtrution of Sodome,the Lord being mercifull vnto him; and 
yet his goods, money, and cattell which he had in greac abun- 
dance,were all deſtroied. Andthe diuell ſpake the truth chough 
in craft and malice,concerning /ob:skinne for skinne, andall 
that euer a man hath will he giue for his life, But when life is full 
of liuely comforts,when it is adorned with endles glory, when it 
is inriched with infinite treaſures, what crofles, what poucrty, 
what temptations, what reproaches,what perſecutions,and ſut- 
ferings ſhould diminiſh our defire ofit, or make ys remiſle in 
ſceking for it? 

Reproofe of them that care not whole ſeruice they com into 
nor what worke they doc,ſo that they may haue nothing to do 
with God and his ſeruices. They think no priſon more {treight, 
then the Church: no drudgery more gricuous then prayer, and 
hearing of ſermons,finging of Pſalmes; and ſan&tifyng ofthe 
Sabbath:no bondage ſo burdenous as reſtraint from fintull de- 
lights,and flcſhly pleaſures:no miſery ſo bitter as ſound Chri- 
ſtianity. They diſtaſte with great deteſtation, all perſons, and 
actions,and geſtures, and words that ſauour of godlineſle, or 
haue any ftampe and print of piety in them : and as them- 
{clucs abhorre all his worſhippe, ſo they labour to diſcourage 
all others from doing him any ſeruice, Theſe are they which 
are continually cenſuring of profeſiours, and deriding their 
preciſenes,andinſulting ouer their pouerty and meane eltate, 
As though the Lord were not able to maintain them that ſeruc 
Im, or clſe did gruage to beſtow good things vpon them:as 
though he were a niggardly hard maſter,vnwilling to allow his 
people ſuficiency of food and wages. That were a great difloy- 
alty (o to traduce aliberall Lord and free hearted Prince, who is 
ready to promote his ſeruants:to liuing,though jt bee but for a + 
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time:bur it is an execrable impiety fo to blaſpheme the moſt 
bounritull God,who giueth to cucry one of his, both living and 
life,and all bleſſcdnes for euermore. But many ofthem lay, that 
chey {peake by experience,themſclues hauc been profcſlors, and 
as forward as the beſt, and they neuer got any good by ir, And 
Tuch Malachy bt ingerhi in quarrelling avainlt God: Tour words, 
faith he, have been ſtout againſt me, yer yee ſay, what hane we ſpo- 
hen againſt thee?Te hae ſaid it ts in vaine to ſerue God:and what 
rofit 1s ut that we haue kept his commandement ard walked humbly 
before the Lord of hoaſts?Mal.3.13.14. Whois to buhe to com- 
pl ainc tor want of wages, as they which neucr pcrtormed any 
good worke? let not the exceptions of murmuring apoitataes 
preuaile in the cares or hartsof any that haue v nderitiding.T] hey 
v. cre ncuer of the tamily of GOD, though they crept into his 
houle : they neuer did onc good chare in obcdicnce : : and for 
what chen ſhould they haue their recompence ? They were al- 
waies proud hypocrits though they boalt of humilicy, ard w hy 
ſhould they be vied as humble perſons?But be it that tl eV plead 
for others who haue taithfully kept the comandements of God, 
and trucly been humbled in his tight, and yer labour in a low c- 
ate and mcanc condition, Is there no profir in leruing'ot the 
L ord, vnles there be pre ſcntpreferment and carthly promotion? 
Ou Cm will beta lite, whereof we hauc part in hand 
by gracc in our ſoules in this world,and the reſt is behind ynrill 
the pay day in the world to com.So thee a finncr cannot diſcerne 
of the happineſle of a Chriſtan,nor conceiue how God dealcth 
with him, For the com! ort of the heart 1s a thing vnknowne to 


life 1s id v 


vith Chriſt in God,andſhall nor Col.3.3.4. 


fully be lecn before we appeare with him in glory, 


But he that followeth The more violent wicked men arein 
their (1nnes,the more nee! they draw to dceftruction. When they 


Doct.2. 


courlc cuill as the gray hound doth the Hare, and hunt for It, as 
the hungry lion,or other wil | beaſt doth aGer his prey for thece 
is the fimilitude taken) then they will ouertake their death anon, 
and come {pecdily to damnation. As the miſe ry of the AFEgypti- 
ans approached neerc vntothem,to their cruelty increaſed to- 
wards the Iſraclites, And they were neuer more fiercely diſpoſed 
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to kill and to (lay, than when the waters were preſently to doe 
execution VPO1 a them. Warre was concluded without an y great 
contultation;a mighty hoalt w.s gathered, withour ar? y Dufnes 
ot muſtcring ; they were all in  readines ro fight, withour any 
further training, So ſtood the caſe with the Solomirs they were 
ali ſer on milchicſe & madnes immediatly betore they were de- 
firoyed. And lo ir fared with Achab,uv ho-rooke his farewell to- 
ward bis yoyagec and death, with contempt of the word of God, 
and perſecution of his Prophet. And {fo we might note Belſhaz.. 
2er,and ITaman, and many others for this purpoſe, v hom the 
Lord cut of in the very pract: 1c of ſome notable mi iſchiefe. 

Firſt,inis carn cſt purſuit ot tianc, with louc and 1 tking of 1 
Procc edeth f om an hart hardned with cuſtome of ( nning, = 
ing pall remor{c and tccling,and this will bring mcn 70 worke all 
1 a of wickeaneſſe emen with 9; ecdinc!], . And this 1s a forcrunner 
of ( ods 1mdgements, 

Secondly this following of cuill is al loaccomp anied with 
impudency, and ſhamelcſneſſe : as their hearts cannor f are be- 
fore God, to their, faces cannot bluſh before men, And what 
ſtarc r} heed men ſtand in,the Prophet Jeremy ſheweth : Were oo 
aſhamed when they had commiread abomination? nay they were nc 
aſhamed,neither could they hane any ſhame: therefore ſhall they {.:ll 
amons the fl ime:when Ijh all viſit them they ſhal be ca jt do wy | wuth 
the L nd 
Thirdly, this manner of {inning cricth in the earcs of the Lord 
25 it is {aide of the Sodomites, and prou :1oketh him to anger, 
1 and therefore will draw downe 2 ſpecdy puniſhment vppon 
them, 

Inſkruttion,ifweclouc our ſelues, our lifc & ſaluation,tiat we 
fiy from cull,and follow it not:for it will follow vs to: \ Fat Lc 
ſhall goe no whither whiles we carry this :nfull flcſh about vs, 
bur it will be at our hcelcs,yca in our hands and hcads, & harts, 
and whole ſoule and body, Euen the bei may fay as Part did. 


: 


find thai when I would doe good, emill 1:5 preſent with me. 


But much more 1s it pre {ent when we arc not ſo wel diipo (cd 
though indecd it bc not then {o caſily deſcried : and therefore 
fince it will intrude it ſclte vpon vs againſt our willes, Ictnot vs 
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play the parts ofthe wicked, to take fatans place and become 
remprers of our ſclues, 

Terror for the workers of iniquity,which beſtow great pains 
to do themſeclues orcat hurt, which wil not be ſtopped trom the 
ſcruice of hnnec and therefore cannot be (taied from the puniſh- 


" ment thereof, What do they elle bur fall into trantick paſſion of 


deſperate perlons, which ſeek al opportunities to murther them 
{elues? They make cuery delight and pleature acord to ſtrangle 
themſclues with:cueryluſt a knife ro cut their own throtes:cuec- 
ry commodiry a well to rape into:thcir meate and drinke to be 
a poyſon to their ſoules,& hurttull ro their bodies by furtetting 
and drunkennes,and tuch like abulcs. 
Veclc 20. They th 1t are of a froward heart are abhomination to 
the Lord:but they that are vpright in their way,are bus del:ght, 
Y froward in heart,he meancth not only juch as arc inclincd 
co anger and bitte meſle, which arc ot a crabbed, towre,and 
churlith di(poſition; -bur al 1 that are wiltull in any fn Full courltc, 
though with neuer {o great mirth and laughter, Y ca many tinics 
exccſhue pleaſurc,and iporting, and merriment, with good tel- 
wth P, 45 men account g's the very 1 ubic& of thcir troward- 
cs,& that which they to ob{tinate! y (tand in., And though they 
DTC: cnd rec alon t For their d: mag and ſeem ftinoothly TO defend it, 
without peruerſenes, yet the hart being ſerled in refolution of it 
owne purpole,the Lordtaketh notice of it,and thertorc abhor- 
— for the prelent,and will _ his iudgements to ma- 
fc{t his dertcſtation of them hereafter, But they that are vpright 
in their way and hcart,(as the a oe are froward is. hcart and be- 
hanior)arc greatly bcloucd of God now ,& ſhall more tilly ſe, 
and fecle,and enioy the comfort and happinclſe of his fauor in 
time to come, 


t- 


Whotocuer 1s Sen to trowardnes,is wholly void of vpright Dott.r, 


nes. A fincere hearted Chrittian may through infirmity,fall into 
2 kit of trowardnes for a time,as Aſa did, when he calt the Pro- 
phct into priſon, for reproouing his finne:but to haue the habite 


ot it tobe froward,is oppoſed as contrary to bcing vpright, So 
2 WCre 
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were the qualities one ſet againſt another in the thirdverſc of 
this chapter:The vpraghrues of the inſt ſhall guide them : but the 
frowardnes of the tranſgreſſors ſhall deſtroy them..So are the perſss 
contrarily dealt with as contraries by the tcttimony ot Dauid: 
with the vprigkt man thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe vpright:with the pure 
thou wilt ſhew thy ſelfe pure;and with the froward thon wilt ſet thy * 
ſelfe to wreſtle. v\al.18.25.26. 
Firſt, the vprigbt man hath a rc{pect to all the Commaunde- 
Reaſons,x, ments of God, with defire and endeuour to keep them,as Daxid 
profeſſcth of himiclte. All his lawes were before me,and [ did not 
caſt away his commandements from me,So was Twpright with him, 
and haue kept me from my wichgdneſſe. Vial.18.22.23, Wheras the 
froward perſon doth either reiect the whole law of God,or elſe 
retaincth,yea maintaineth art lcalt ſome one {inne wittingly,bc- 
cauſc he may know,and willingly,becauſc he refuſeth to obey, 
againſt ſome one commandement. 

Secondly,they which are vpright, doe ground their actions 
and waies vpon arguments and reatons,and therfore they [triue 
to hauc themas plaine and ſound as may be:and they which are 
froward,doc ground their reaſons and arguments vppon their 
waics and actions, & thertore they labor to haue them as crat- 
ty and ſubrill as may be. 

Thirdly,they which are vpright will deſire to haue the truth 
reuciled to them,and yceld to it when it appeareth,& loue them 
the better that ſhall informe them in it. And they which arc fro- 
ward will defire to haue the truth ſuppreſſed, & contend againſt 
it though it be manifeſt;and like them the worle that ſhall ſhew 
it vnto them, 

Inftruction,not to giue too much credit to froward men,nor 
Vie too large a teſtimony of them, If we ſee that they will not bee 

brought toa Chriſtian conuerſati6 without,we may know al{o 
that they haue an vnchriſtian conſcience within:for their hart is 
neuer better then they arc willing their waies ſhould be, And 
why then ſhould we eſteem them to be men of plaine meaning, 
when God himſelfe telleth vs,that there is no plaine meaning in 
them?Why ſhould wepraiſe them whom he doth diſcommend? 
why ſhould we cleare them whom he conuincerh?whyſhold — 

wſtific 
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iuſtific hem whom he condemneth?And yet it is a fault,though 
much againſt piery, that carrieth a great colour and glofle of 
loue and charity, He is a very honeſt man (fay they) bur yer gi- 
uen to gaming too much,no wan can diflwade him from it, Ir is 
his only faulr(faich another)that hc is a great {wearer, and can- 
& 'not be brought to leaue it, He is a right good man(faith a third) 
and cuery way deferueth praifc, ſauing that he is no body at 
Church:he cannot abide thote ſermons, and Preachers : ſay all 


, what they can, he is ſtill at defiance with thern all, and fo — 
much as in themis, {tad for them that: ga about to rraucrle their 
. inditement againſt the Lord atul all his faithfull Miniſters, 


The loue of God is not according to that which men haue of DgZ?., 
outward things, butto that which they are.iwhart and bchauior, 
Many fro ward men are greatly in the world,& yet ate al gently 
abhorred of him:and moſt vpright menare of the meaner {ort,& 
yet nothing the lefle in -his fauor. And this is Davids meaning 


: when he faith, The Lord will try the:righteows, but the wicked ard Plhlm. 11.5. 
£ bim that loueth iniquity doth his ſole | The righteous are his 
C gold,andtherefore he will refine them vntill they be perfectly 
r purged fromal drofle : yet he loueth them as wel1n the fornace 
- as inthe treaſury:but as for the vngodly,howſoeuer he teem to 

ſpare them, yet he doth not like them:& though the might of his 
1 hand be not yet vpon them, yet the hatred of his heart is ſtrong- 
1 ly againſt them, 
- The righteous ſtand before him in the merits and glorious Reaſons.r, 
t rrghtcoutneſle of Fefus Chriſt:he is his welbeloued ſonne,and in Math.3.17. 
V him he is well pleaſed with all is members:andthe froward and 

wicked ftand in their own umpure and filthy nature,harts,words 
r and actions, 
- Secondly,the righteous arc his own obedient ſonnes that doe 2 
) faithfully ſeruc him:and the froward arc his rebellious enemies 
$ that fight continually againſt him, 
1 Thirdly, he cannor look on the righteous, but he muſt behold 3 
3 the gratious work ofhis owne hands in their.new birth and ſe- 
1 cond creation:but in the froward he fceth the work of the diuel, 
ba whereby they are depraued and made moſtyile & ougleſome. 

Inſtruction ,that wee conforme our ſelucs tothe example of Vſe.7..- 

c K 3 God 


CLIM 


79 PROVERBS. Chap.11 


God in this bchalte:iffroward perſons be abomination to him, 
lct them not be in cftimation with vs:it he loth them,as we doe 
[nakes, and toads, & all kind of ierpents, let vs not louc them as 
cles table things, "wherein men reioyce & take plc alurc:bur ler 
vile men be vile in our eycs, and let {uch as feare the Lord be re- 
gardeU'of ys. Far be it from vs that we ſhould grace and coun-. 
tenance thoſe whom God doth proclaime to be odious & abo- 
minabletthat we ſhould aflociate our {clues and be found com- 
panions with thole w hoſe fight | is offenſiue ynto him, that we 
ihould reveiue rheminto our ſeruice, which retule to enter into 
Gods:& God reie&erh them as altogether vnhe-tor his family, 
But wel is it with our ſoules, whe we can truly ſay with the Pro- 

P:alm.14 3. phet, A! my delight is ia the Saints ,and in them which are excellent, 

laim.10l.6, Afjue cies ſhall be to the faithfull in the land, that they may awe! 
with nicthe that walkerh in a perfit way he ſhall ſerne me. 

2 Terrot for thoſo obltinate wicked pertos which truit that by 
{tic ſtanding ro theirracklings,they ſhall grow into credit and 
good account iyiththe world,as inded their ſucceſle is vet y ofre 
anſwerable to their expeRarion, Bur what gaine they by getting 
mans fauour and Gods diſpleaſure? whe: a baſencs and folly did 

ſmile vpon themfor a moment, and glory and wiſedome doe 

ftrowne on them for cucr?Irt was the calc of the Scribes and Pha- 

riles,they iuſtific themſclues before men, all did praife them;but 

though they were {0 highly eltcemed among men, yet they 

Luke.16.15, were. abomination in the fight of God:our Samour told them ſo 
11 theirprimc and full bloflome, butthcy little taught itto bee 

true, But what is become ofall their {aluations and t'tles. & prai- 

{cs now? hath not the Lord ſent a blaſt v pon them and cautcd 


thcir glory to wit! Cr away? ?is not all rhcir excciiency turncd in- 
to contempt, andthcir names made a by-word of cochia all 
Churches. 


Conſolation to vpright hcarted men, how.poore locuer they 
be,& how balely ſocucr the world thinketh ofthem jitis enough 
for the thar the Lord taketh pleaſure in them, Whe Ab tſhueroſh 
had but once graced Mordecaial the city quickly took noticeot 
it,& he was preſently g great,notw ithſtanding he was a c 2ptiue & 
a condemned main,& of a nation that was cugry:yvhere deſpiſcd 

and 
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and was there more force in the fauor ofa mortall man to make 
him honorable whom he bare no great affe*tion vnto,tha there 
is in the louc of God being fo teader and large to his own chil- 
dren ? what then though they ſhould be dealt with, as S, [ares 


. pe akcth,that in refpe& t of 2 oold rings and goodly apparel, which 


rich men preſent haue on, "they ſhould be pur vnder the foot- 
(toolec or thruſt out at dores?yer let them know that God hath 
choſen them to be rich in faith, & heires of the kingdom which 
he hath promiled to them that loue him, What thoughthey 
ſhould not only be deſpiſed, but maligned of them that be (tron 
gerthan themſeclues? yet let the not be diſcouraged at their po- 
wer that are againſt them, but comforted in his good prouidece 
that is for them. It this be truce, that they be Gods delight, then 
this wil be allo as true,that God will be their defence, þ ir was 
an hcauy friend to Mic. #ah, and profeſied his hatred towards 
him, and threatned miſchief to him:and yet Gods fauour pre- 
ual Iced more for his fatety,than Ahabs diſpleafurc could doc tor 
his hurt, 


Verſ-21.Thowgh hand ioyne in hand, the wicked ſhall not be vn- 
paniſh ed,but the ſced of the righteous ſhall eſcape. 


Hough vagodly men hauc many friends, & ſuch as be migh 
Ho :though they 1oync all their torces together to aide and 
defend one another 'or al! of them one ,yct they ſhall not be able 
to minifler any helpe or ſuccour v hen the Lord takeththemin 
11-nd to plague thema.On the other hide, though righteous men 
{eemto be in great perill,and hauc fewer tri ends, and thoſe alſo 
po: rc and techls ,yct they thall go out and be delivered and not 
only to vurtheir children and pot fterity allo ſhall be preſerued: 
(o that whereas 1 nany ſtrong, wicked men cannor deliver one, 
one weakxe godly man ſhall dcliucr many, 

Vngodly menare nothing the bett et for all the friends rhey 
hanc:thcir plocri ng rogether and combination 1s of no force at 
all for their preſeruation, bur! ather for their ruine, The Lord by 
he Prophet /ſ414h doth deridingly challenge, and after a ſort 
darc the enemics of the Church to a atzewpt 5 ny thing againſt his 


people 
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people vpon their perill: Gather together on heape: O ye people,and 
ye ſhallbe broken m pieces : gird your ſelues, and ye ſhall bee broken 
fo1 pieces:take connſelltogether,yet it ſhal be brought to no:ght:pro- 
ounce 4 decree : yer it ſhall not ſtand. As it he thould haue laid: 
make your ſclues as ſtrong as ye can,with multitude, leagues,ar- 
mour,conſultations,authority,and by what meanes ye can,and * 
as oft as ye will; yer all ſhall do your ſelues no good, and no- 
thing ſhall doe my ſeruants harme.,When the Canaanites and 0- 
ther inhabitants of that land were to bee puniſhed, how many 
Kings with their people banded themſclues togither againſt /0- 


ſhun and the Iſraclites?and yet it was to no purpole:they did bur 


ofter themſelues to the ſword:that ſtood [oſhua in good ſtead; 
for it would haue been long before he could haue found them 
out,and (laine them ſingle man by man, 

Firſt,this aſſociation and confederacy doth not breake off 
Gods reſolution,cither by pacitying his anger, or daunting his 
courage:it rather incenſerth him to greater diſpleaſure, becauſe 


they will ſtand at defiance with him, and offer to make head a- 


gainſt him, And that more incourageth him (as we may ſpcake 
to the capacity of me)to take the oportunity of their inſolency, 
and niſfane aſſiſtance, becauſe their ouerthrow will be ſo much 
the more for his glory. 

Secondly,it is impoſſible for them, be they neuer ſo many, to 
diminiſh his power and make him the weaker. When al Sodome 
and the other cities by it were vngodly and wicked, he could as 
ealily deſtroy them with fire and brimltone,as chough they had 
been but a few, When the whole world was giuen ouer to fintul 
nes and rebellion,he could as eafily deſtroy it with raine & wa- 
teras if it had been but one man. 

Thirdly they cannotthereby increaſe their owne power, to 
make themſclues able ro encounter with him, and fo to auoide 
lis ſtrokes by reſiſtance:for ſtrength and might conliſts not in 
the multitude of men,bur1s limited by Gods hand, who oncly 
hath the beſtowing of it, becauſe it is his owne; and to whom- 
ſocuer he giueth it,from the ſame he can at his pleaſure take it, 
when it is abuſed by them, Were it not {o, the diucll and all his 
hoſt about him would tric what they could doe, before they 

would 
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would be caſt into that miſerable and deſperate torment at the 
laſt day. There was neuer ſo great an arniy, as that will be of re- 
probate men and angels,and if any thing would make themto 
ſtriue,it would be the damnable eſtate whereunto they ſhall be 
adindged then preſently to enter:burt they ſhall ſenſibly ſee and 
feelc it to be bootleſſe,and therfore they will neuecr attempt any 
ſuch matter, 

Inftruftion to vſe better meanes to be freed from puniſhment Y/e.r, 
and that is to take heed before how we fall into finne, So did /ob 
_ for his impunity, by preſeruing his eyes, hs heart, and lob.zr. 

is hands from luſt and lewdnes, trom violence & cruelty,from 
Idolatry and couetouſneflc,and all iuch misbehauiour,as might 
prouokc Gods wrath againſt him. And ifthat be paſt, we haue 
done ſuch things already:runne not from God to triends for to 
ſaue vs:let vs not ſeek the helpe of their hands, vnlefle it be to 
be lifred vp with ours in prayer, but runne to God by faith and 
holy humiliation.No other courſe wil ſecure vs from wdgemets 
deſerued;neithcr che multitude of friends, nor the meanes they 
can make,nor their tender affeCtion towards vs, will preuaile to 
ſuccour vs,if we fall into the hands of the liuing God, Haman in 
al mens iudgement was ſurely backt,& ſo were Baals Prophets, 
and yet committing fins of death, they receiued the ſentence of 
death,and felt the execution of tad in the preſence of thoſe , Kings 18.40, 
whom they moſt depended ypon. 

Admonition to beware how we take vppon vs the defenſe of 
[mfull men to keep them from ſuch correction as is due to them; 
for we looſe our labour if we ſeek to ſtay them from all puniſh- 
ment:many by eſcaping the parents rodde doe come vnder the 
Magiſtrates whip,and many be eſcaping the whip,doe come to 
the gallows,and many by cſcaping the gallows do fal into dam- 
nation: for they are Tuna of thoſe medicines which might 
haue wrought a cure in their ſoules, And what doe we in this 
caſe but withſtand the diſcipline of God himſelfe? How would 
the Magiſtrate rake it if the offendors who he is to puniſh ſhould 
be pluckt away and reſcued out of his hands?do not they which 
make ſuch attempts bring themſclues into the compaſſe of the 


{ame faults which the malctaors were to ſuffer for?ywhatiocuer 
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the others were condemned for,theſec have now made themſclues 
accelſary vnto,whether it be fellony ortreafon,or any orher grie- 
vous offence:and yetit is a thing litcle feared of men :they which 
haue neither mercy nor courage to deale in the cauſe of a poore 
opprelled innocentare ready and bold to protect and. maintaine 
thoſe, which arc impious and (infull, and walke in ſuch lewde and* 
wicked waics as are offenſive and abominable to God and man, 
How many are kept from their condigne puniſhment by the 
countenance of great mens cloath and ſcruice ? How many dce 
words and letters preuaile for? how many are cleercd by corrupt 
Iurors, who lay the guiltines of many fuule and fearetull faults 
vpon their owne conſciences? 

But the ſeed of the righteors, &c. The beſt way for any man to 
doe his children good, is ro be godly himſelfe, He that (ſetteth 
himſclfe to ſerue God,& to ſeek everlaſting (aluation,is bufily oc- 
cupied inprouiding for his poſterity : & that which his ſoule ſhall 
find to be moſt comfortable ro him, his ſeed ſhall tind to be moſt 
profitable tathem. The ſame ſpirit of truth which here doth af- 
firme this,doth in divers other places confirme it, as in the twen- 
tith Chapter of this booke : He that walketh in bis wprightneſſe « 
inſt,and bleſſed ball his children be after bim, He needeth nottofay 
that he himſclſe is blelled, though he knew ittobe fo, and fo 
likewiſe meantir;fortruc iuftice is ever ioyned with true bleſſed. 
nes:but to procue the fulnes of his owne happy eſtate, he ſhew. 
eth that it ſhall Aowouer alſoro his children. So is it ſayd in the 
Pſalmes both concerning himſclfe and his : Bleſſed & the man that 
feareth the Lord, and delighteth greatly m bis commandements: bis 
ſeed ſhall be mighty open the earth: the generation of therighteoms 
ſoall be blefſed, 

Firſt he himſelfe is become the ſonne of GOD, and (o his arc 
Gods ſonnes children,and then conſider the abundant loue cucn 
of earthly parents to the (cede of their ſonnes and daughters: 
Ianaſſe and Ephraim were as deere to [aceb, as if he had been 
their immediate parent, & ſo were Ephrarms and HManaſſes chil- 
dren to loſeph: thuugh Naomi was but mother in law to Rath, 
yet how acceptable was Obed the ſonne of Rath vnto her?though 
Moſes was but the adoptcd Sonne of Pharavbs daughter, | 

though 
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though of another nation, though of ſuch a nation whom they 
held as bondſcruants,though of a people that was an abominati- 
onto himand his people,though (luch a people as he feared and 
ſought to deſtroy;yet Pharaoh loued him and preferred bim,and 
ſhewed all kindnesto him for his daughters ſake, when ſhe had 
taken him to be hers, 

Secondly,a Chriſtian parent is moſt fit and competent to deale 
with his children to be ſeruiceable to God : andto deale with 
God to be merciful to his children:greatis che force ofa father- 
ly admonition, when a gadly Father admoniſheth: and maruci- 
lous is the efficacy of a parentlike blefling, when a holy parcne 


doth bleſle the fruitof his body, Somuch doth /acob intimate Gen: 


ro /oſepb for his exceeding great comfort: The bleſſings of thy fa- 
ther ſhall be mighty with the bleſſings of my elders : unto the end of 
the hils of the world they ſhall be on the bead of Toſepb. That pro- 
_ Eſan,as wicked as he was,did allure himſclte that he ſhold 
ethe better for his father /ſaacks blefſing,if he could obtaine ir, 
and therefore wept for ſorrow when he went without it, 
Thirdly,the chijdren of religious and faithfull parents are 11- 
tituled toche promiſes and bleſſings of GOD both for ſoule and 
body,az appeareth in the holy records, by that argument S. Peter 
perſwaded them to belecue, whoſe hearts were pricked at his 
doftrine:T# you t the promiſe made((aith he) and 10 your children, 
and to al that area farre off ,enen as many 4s the Lord our God (hall 
call, And by the like realon the ſeruants of the Lord who giue 
them(clues to piety and mercy, are comforted notwithſtunding 
their great afflitions,and the Aloriſhing Rate of the wicked: The 


righteous 1s ener merciſull and levdeth, and bis ſeed emoyeth the Plilm 17,16, 


bleſſmg. 


A reproofe of theirfolly and foule impicty, that are fo farre 7/7, 


deavted vntotheir children, & carried with (uch a deſire of their 
aduancement, that they caſt off all deuotion towards God, and 
negle& the good care of their owne ſaluation, They fearc not to 
calt themſelues deepe into hell,ſo that they may rayſc vp their 
name and thejr houſes high vpon earth. And for this cauſe they 
giucoucrthemſelucs to miſcrable niggardlines and pinching.to 


| burdenous vexations and trauels,to ſhameſull iniuſtice and falſe. 
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hood,to violent oppreſſion and cruelty. They hauc a good pen. 
niworth,as they think,and buy very cheap,when they can gaine 
worldly wealth by lotle of chcir heauenly happinefſe:when they 
can purchaſe liuingsto their poſterity, by pafling away the lite 
of cheir ſoules.But hearken a litcle ye (illy wretched creatures : O 
fooliſh men when will you begin to learne wiſedome?your thri. + 
ving is waſtfulnes; your riſing is falling; in purchafing you for. 
feit:in ſemblance of loue you praftiſe hatred : in ſecking to (et 
vp your feed by fuch valawfull courſes, you take the way to 
pluck them down,& vtterly rovndo them for euer.No man but 
leroboa could cuerhaue wrought ſo much miſchicfeto /erobeame 
family:and Abab and /ezabe/ were moſt mortall enemies of their 
raccand linagezand Nebwchadneztar prouided woe and miſery 
tohis iſſue that was yer vnborne when he died, And by what 
meanes did allthcſe perſons bring al this hurt vpon their ſeedzby 
relinquiſhing religion and the true ſervice of God:by exerciſing 
tyranny againſt the ſeruants of God, & greedy getting of goods 
to make themſelues and their children great:that which in tan- 
ting manner ischarged vpon one of them, is cuery way verified 
Hab.z ,,t9. ypon cuery one of them. Ho,he that coneteth an exull coneteuſneſſe 
to bis bonſe that be may ſet bus neſt on his, to eſcape from the power 
of enill, Thou baſt conſulted frame to thme owne bouſe, by deſtroying 
many people,and baſt ſinned ag arnſt thine owne ſoule. 
2 Conſolation co religious parents, wherher they beritchor 
poore: whether their children be dead or living, whether the li- 
ning be godly or (infull : [f they have wealth, they may hope it 
ſhal be for the vſe of their ſornes or daughters: if not, that the 
al-ſufficient God will prouide for them ſufficiently withouttheir 
helpe or ſubſtance, If they be dead, they hauc great incourage» 
ment to comfort them(ſclues in the perſwafion of their ſaluation. 
If they live, though we ſhould die and depart hence, yea and 
Jeauc them in aflitions and diſtrefſes, yet this comfort we hare, 
that as the mercy of GOD to our (clues was not a(ſured vnto vs 
for tearme of life, but eternally for euermore : no more is his 
goodnes to ours to ceaſe with our life, or be determincd at our 
death. Poore lame Mephibeſoerb had a Father liuing, yea an c- 
aerliuing father that appoinced him to be well provided for,and | 
Maintal- 
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maintained, when good /onarban that begot him was ſlaine and 
gone. The godly poore Prophet thar left his wife ſofar in debr, 
that neither the was able to (acuſhic 1t,nor the creditor willing to 
be ſatiſied, without taking of her ſonnestobe his bondmen;yer 
had taken order before his deat for the paiment of debt, for li- 
berty of ſons for maintenanceof family,namely by poficſſing the 
conſtant fauour of God, which both conueyed himto heaucn, 8 
remained with his houſhold here in earth. Ifthey ſhould be wic- 
ked yet the Lord hath grace enough and power enough to make 
them good.ltis withour trouble or charge to himſelte,or hurtto 2.King 4. 
his creatures, and why ſhould they net then both carneſtly pray 
for ir, & conſtantly wait for it?what if it be not wrought a firll? 
yet it may be effcAtcd at the laſt:;and ſo long as they hauc a natu- 
rall life, ſo long may their friends hope for their cuerlaſting life, 
Tacobs (ons were notall godly the firft yeere,nor in many yeecres, 
and yetnot without goodnes in their latrer yeeres.And ſo ood 
the caſe with Manafſeb the fonne of Exehiab, and many other 
holy Chriſtians. 

. Togodly children of religious parents, who befides the fate 3 
they hauc in the promiſes of God in regardoi their owne faith- 
fulacſſc haue alſo a portion therein by right of their progevi. 
tours, and ſo they haue a double portion, and may warrantably 
take — comfort,if withall they can yeeld to God his double 

raiſes. 

, It was a ſtrong and mighty prayer that acob made and full of 

aſſurance of hearing,and happy ſucceiſe, when he remembred 

that the Lord was the God of hisfather Abraham,& the God of 

his fathcr [/aac,and had promiſed to do him good, and formerly 

performed it,and would yet be more mercifull to him & his ſeed 

after him:it is not atrifle or matter of (mall conſequence to bea- Gen.z 1.9;10: 
ble trucly to plead before God ones own faith & integrity,and 13 
the piety or godlines of their father or mother,or others of their 

anceſtors. 
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Verſe 221. Ar 4 iewell of gold in a ſwines ſnout:ſo is a ſayr woman 
that lacketb diſcretion, 
ch 
A; aring of gold,or any other ornament, do not adorne, 
but mishecome a [{wine, no more doth bei%y, ſtature, * 
ſtrengeh,wit,apparell, wealth or any other external thing, bring 
truc praiſe or commendation cither to man or woman which 
wanteth true wiſedome or ynderſtanding. 

DoF. r. Swine: ſnoxt, rc. God maketh no more reckoning of finfull 
people without vnderſtanding, then of bruit beaſts without rea» 
ſon. Though they haue humane naturc,and catry the forme aud 
ſhape of men & wome, with belt ſhew, yet if there be nothing in 
them but that which is humane, cuen flcſh and bloud and (inful- 
nez,no beauty,nor braucry,no perſonall cxcellency or artificiall 
sdditaments, make the beſtof them, is more acceptable to him, 
than is the baſeſt of al the otber creatures. It isa very homly com 
pariſon wherwith the holy Gheſt diſgraccth wicked men in this 
book,and yet ſo true, that he auoucheth it againe inthe new tef- 
tament: The dog ts returned ts bis owne vom andtbe ſow that was 
waſhed,to the wallowing in the mire, Pron.26 at.2.Pcr.2.22, And 
4 irrtheſe places for impurity they ate likened to hilthy bealts:(o 
in others,for hurtfulnetſechey arereſembled to fierce and vyene- 

12.1.6, Mmousbeaſts,as Leopards, Lions, Wolucs, Bcares, Dragons,Alpes, 

Rh. Adders,Vipers,and Cockatrices, 
«  Firſt;allthoſe creatures, for their parts, haue ever fincethe be- 
- ginniag of the world ſtogd and continued in the ſlate wherein 
they were firſt made, & that depriuation which is in the nature of 
any of them,procceded not from themlſclues, but from the fall 

: of man,which hath notonly deformed hiraſclf,bur diltempered 

euery thing about him: and the caule why they hauc not knows 
ledge and vnderſtanding,ts,chat they arc not capable of it : but 
wicked men are wholly degenerated from their originall excel- 
lency, and haue defaced theimage of Godin their owne (oules, 
They haue loſt their wuſtice and fallen to vnrighteoulnellerthey 
arcdepriucd of holines,and become prophane : all ſound vnder- 

ſtanding - 
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Randing is gone, and nothing is in them but ignorance of Gods 
holy will,and of the miſter yof (aluation.. And therefore Jeremy 
faith,that cuery man is a bealt by his owne knowledge. And Zo. 1<rem. tr, 
pbar in the book of Jeb proceedeth further, and ſheweth what 
kind of beaſt he is molt like, Yaine men, ſaith he, wowld beewiſe 
though man borne ( that is in his owne eſtate not regenerate) « 
like a wild aſſe colt, 
Secondly, cucry dumbe creatureaccording to hiskinde, per- 2 
formeth the will of God withoutany refiltance., Whercas wicked 
men rebelliouſly doe (triuc againſt cheir maker,andcontemptu- 
oully tranſgreile his commandements, 
Thirdly,the vilec(tatc and miſcrable condition of gracelcſſe 3 
men,how greatſocuer, doth make it appeare that che Lord pre- 
ferreth them not before contemptible beaſts, becauſe at che leaſt 
their end will be as bad as the worlt of theirs. And this doth God 
himſelfe declare in the Plalmes; Lake ſheep they Le inthe grane, pr,1.,, 14.10, 
death denowreth them. Manis in honor,and vnderſtandeth not : he 
is lie 18 beaſt that periſh. Thiey lic intheir graues as the carcaſes of 
rotten ſheepina diech, and death maketh a pray both of their 
ſoulcs and bodies,as crowes and kites,and ravens,and dogs Joc 
feede vpon carrions. 
Inſtruion not tolatiſke our (clues in this, that having ſpeech 
and reaſon,we go beyondall fiſhes, birds, beaſts,and al creeping Vſe.r. 
things,vnlcſſc allo by grauc and (piriuall gifts, we gabeyoud all 
varegen*rate men, 
To acknowledge with thankfulneſſe the great fauor & good- 
nes of God towards vs, when he hath eraniformed vs into che _ 
ſhape of Chtidians,and the 1mage at his owne fon; that we 11a y 
be acceptable ro him), N | 
Neither beaury,nor other outward gifts,doe any good tothe 
owners that are deſtitute of wiſedeme. All ornaments can neuer Dot. 2, 
make a foole tobe comely,nomore then alilken coarcan make 
an Ape tobe manly, ora fweer bath-can make ablacke Moore 
beautiful, If wiſedoria be wanting, we may truly ay with Salowmen 
Vanity of Vawties,and alli vanity. * Eccl.1:2, 
Firſt,the perſon of the man commendethall outward things 
and only grace and wiſedome make his perſon commendable, Reaſons 7; 
n 
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And in this ſca(c it is ſatd in the book of Eccleſiaſtes,that it & tbe 
wiſedome of a man that doth makes bu face te foine. Nothing bue 
Eccl.8,.1, found vadcrftanding and holy behauiour can pofſibly make ci. 
cher man or woman to be eſtimable, and worthy tobee looked 
on.It isas eruly to bee affirmed of one (exe as another, andno 
le(ſc of one (tate than of another, thet favor i deceit, and beam! Ji 
Frou3!1, a vanity:but a woman that feareth the Lord (be (baltbe _ 
Secondly,through want of wiſedome, the good gifts of God 
0 be defaced(as the ſwine would not ſpare to bring the (ewel with 
her into a fileby puddle,or to wallow with it in the moſt loath- 
ſome mirc )and ſo they are the letle cſtecmed in better men, 
which are worthily adorned with chem. 
Thirdly,in this caſe they peruert them viſually co the burt of 0- 
3 chers:as beauty is made a ſnarc to entangle mens cycs and affe. 
Rions: wealth and power bee weapons of oppeetlicn : witand 
olicy be nets for fraude and deceity fine ſpecch and elocution 
b calls to allurc men tothe hurt of their ſoules and eftare. And 
ed the ſame is verified of many things which Salomen peckeck of 
"OH2'* one: Ar athorne flanding vp in the hand of drwnkard:: (+ 1, 4pa- 
rable in the month of footer. A drunken companion with a thorne, 
or goade in his hand, doth ſometimes prick and pierce hiniſelfe, 
end fomglmes burt them that be ncere about him : and ſo tan- 
deth the caſe with ſinners that can ſpeake wittily,and yet want a 
ſober heareto guide their tongues chriſtianly:they wound their 
owneloules, and deprauc good cauſes, and ſet a colour ypon 
finance, and much traduce Lu names of many blamelciſe Pere 
ſons. 
Fourthly,themſelucs of all others arc in molt peril,and liketo 
4 recciuethe greateſt hurt by theſe mcanes, Pride hath a doore ſer 
opento itfor free acceſſe co the hart, where there is any externall 
exce.lency withour interaall (anRity : And Shame hath a way 
prepared for it rofollow after,when they haue greatthings for 
many mens eyes toleokeypon, and little diſcretion to vie and 
manage them.” Nothing is more behouefull for « foole than to 
bee obſcure in the darke, that his folly ſhame him nor in the 
light. How much berter had it been for Abſbalow, Acbitophel, 
Adoniiab, lereboam,and Achbab,wicth others of like tate and be- * 
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hauiour,if they had been deformed in body, and weak in capa- 
city,apd meane in condition,thah to have beceb (6 conſpicuous, 
and of ſuch great note,and now to be ſo coutempritile, & affuch 


- great infamy? 


Inſtruction,that ſichence wiſedome anJ grace do 5$iuc honor, 
, and life, and good effetro all the inferior gifts jof God, which 
arc but temporary,and not cucrlaſting, that therefore betore all 
the rclt we ſhould moſt Jabour for wiſedome and grace. It 
other things be already beſtowed vpon vs,ſecke ro obrayieuns 
increaſc theſc heauenly ornaments, to giuea luſtre to the nucural 
gifts wherewith the Lord hath qualified vs,& to ſealon out out- 
ward pollcſſions to our vic and comfort, WW: ſedome ſaith Salo- 
mon, good with an inheritance,andexcellent to them which ſee the 
Suwme His meaningis not that wiſedome is good tothem only 
that hauc inhericances,butthat it is good, yea necellary for them 
which hauc inheritancesto get wiſedome that will make their 
cllions good,and that wil help them to the good vſcof their 
poſicflions. Andſo wiſedome is good with firength,wiſedomeis 
good with wit,wiſedom is good with gentry, Ws is good 
with dignity,and wiledome is good with beauty.It doubleth the 
greatnes and value of cucry good bleſſing that God beſtoweth, 
Dewidsyiftories and power be renowmed by wifedome. Salo- 
movs glorious kingdome is made memorable by wiſedome:and 
lo is the proſperity of /ob,and Abraham : and (o is the aduance- 
ment of /oſepb and Daniel; and ſo is the beauty of Heſter, and 
Sara. 


Vſe.x. 


Eccl.7.13, 


Reproofe of them that be afrayde of nothing ſo much asof Vſe, 


grace and heauenly wiſcdome, becauſe it will croſle their pride 
and (cnſual luſls. It will forbid thenice dames that make idols of 
their owne bodics to beſtow ſy much timein tricking vp them- 
ſclues,with pranking and painting:and therefore they hauc no 
more deſire ro receive godlineſſe, than to depart with beauty. 
They are as willing thatthe ſmall pockes ſhould deforme their 
faircfaces azthe word of God ſhould informe and cleanſe their 
foule conſcicnces, 


M verſl, 


Do, 
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Verſe 2 3.Tbe deſore of the righttons is only good, but the bope of 
the wicked i indignarion, | 


V E muſt beware here that we iuſtific notal thewiſhes and 

delires to be good, which right ous men conceiue,nor » 
condemne all to be vnrighteous which conceiue any wiſhes and 
defires that be not good:for then ſhould Damd be excluded oue 
of the nnmber of the righteous; cr elſe his defire of haning Bath- 
ſreba,or wiſhing to know the number of the people ſhould be al- 
lowcd.Bur he vnderſtandeth the maine ftreame of their deſires, 
the courle and current of their hearts is to godlineſſe and good- 
netſc,though ſometimes they corrupt nature in thermſelues, and 
the rempeltueus temptations of Satan doe violently drive their 
thoughts another way;which is wholly contrary in the wicked, 
For they defire nothing but miſchicfe and cuill, and therefore in 
the end they ſhall receive nothing but miſery and puniſhment, 
which will be ſo great and {o gricuous, as will make therr! raue 
and rage with madnes and fury, eſpecially becauſe they looked 
for a better (tate, Thus then (tandeth the oppolition : the delire 
of the righteous iz only good, and therefcre their hope ſhall end 
in conſolation : but the defire of the wicked is only cuill, ard 
therefore their hope ſhall end in indignation. 

Godly men are moſt delirous to pleaſe God, and God doth 
as gratiouſly accepr of their deſires in the beſt manner. They 
are not willing to allow a thought in them(ſelues, that ſhould not 
be lawfull,and he is not willing to looke ypon,or ſpeake of their 
vnlawtullthoughts. Though divers things be many times amille 
in their minds,and in their mouthes,and intheir deeds, yet there 
is faithfulnes,and thereforc he pallcth by their faules.So he teſti- 
feth of Dawid, that he kept his commandements, and followed 
him with all his heart,and did only that which was right in his 
eycs. 

And (o he teſtiGeth of all the gogly Iſraelites in the booke of 
Numbers: He ſeeth none iniquity in Jacob, ner any tranſgrefſion m 
Iſrael, And (o he teftifieth of all ypright hearted people whom- 

ſocuer 
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ſocuer in the Plalmes. Surely cbey works none iniquity, but walke in _ 
bis waves, ————__ 
Firſt he imputeth that to cuery man,and counteth it his which Reaſons.t. b 


- 


proccedeth tromthe predominant power in him. Iri the regene« 
ratenothing istheirs but their fruir, and nothing is their fruite, 


' but the worke of the(picit, And fo thaugh the varegenerate doe 


many go041 things,yetnothing is theirs but the fruic, and no- 
thing is cheic fruit, but that which groweth from the flcſh. 

Secondly,he ſecth the force and violence of originall corrupti 
on,how it a/ſTauleerbchem,how.it woundeth thera, how ic taketh 
chom captiues again{tcheir willes, .and therefore rather pitiech 
them, than accuſeththem, And hence it is that $. Pawl by good 
warrant,for example toll other good Chriſtians,doth once and 
againe diſclaime all that euill from being his, which be was vn- 

williagly drawne vneo. If I dotbar which { wonld not : [ conſent to 
the la» which is good. Now then it 1s #0 more { that do it, but (on that 
dweleth m me,Rom.7.16.20. 

Thirdly,he knoweththat chey will purſue their own ſinful ac- 
tions,and thoughts wich hue and crie: and if any defire breake 
out from them that is not good,they wil ſend out many others af 
cer it, for humiliation, and pardovu, and purging of their hearts. 
Andtherefore lince themſelucs be fo ready to cemplaine to him 
he will be (paring of complaines againſt them, 

Conlolation tothe poore innocent ſeruants of God who yet 
are defamed with all kind of falſe accuſations. They are called 
hypocries, herctickes, rebels, traytors, and all: that naught is, 
Danid was lo charged by Saul & his courtiers: Paw! was (o char- 
ged by the malitious lewes : the godly lewes fo charged by He- 
man:Cihrift him(:lfe was ſo charged by the Prieſts, Scribes, and 
Phariſes:all good men muſt looke to be fo charged by all forrs 
of finners. Well itis for chem that their. hearts can witneſle that 
their defires are only good, and better that the Lord (ccth it,and 
beſt of all that they hauc ſuch a God as will openly publiſh ir. If 
he knew as much by vs as the wicked lay againſt vs,or wold re- 
fule to ecſlifie chat he kay weth for vs, as cuery one of vs were 
more righteous,ſo ſhould he be.of all others moſtigaominious, 


For no creture that cucr God made(the diuelnotexcepred)islo 


M 2 much 
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much ſpoken again(t,as good men are,ncither anyfo bad aname 
as they, if the violent tongues of malicious perſons may make a 
d mans nameto be bad.lf ſentence ſhold patle ypon the god- 
ty at che la(} day,' according co the verdiet of them that are not 
icndsor parties; we ſhould beall calt, and condemned, not cne 
man would be acquited.. But here is an: helpe againſt all cheſe* 
furmiſcs of purpoſcs within,and acculacions of behauicur with- 
out: lot appeale be made rohim that beholdethall, and hee will 
clcarethe righteous from all theſe imputztions, This brought 
Iob to fpeake fo confidengly of his cauic : Ob that 1 bad ſome to 
bears me:bebold my figne that the Almighty will wines for mee: 
though mine aduerſarie ſhould write 4 beoke againſt me. This 
brought Dazid with ſuch attiance tg repoſe himtclfe ypon God: 
Indge me Lord according tomy righteouſneſe, and accordirg to the 
mnnocency that is 19 we. And this brought //aiah to vic ſuch literty 
and boldnes ih challenging his quarrellous enemies, He © neere 
that inſtifieth me:who will comtend nth met Lit viſtand rogetbey: 
rhe i mme adarrſarie? Let him Gome neere tome. Behold ihe Lurd 
will helpe me:whe is be that £111 condemme me? And yet this is not 
all the comfort that a w(t-man hath,though it be grear,bur is in- 
creaſed by the teſtimony which God giucth of cheir defires, that 
ſceingthey are good,they ſhall caſily be granted, and ſecing he 
taketh notice of no morethen of thoſe whichare goog,their 0» 
ther infirmitics ſhall be no impediment. And therefore if they 
askecuctlafting life, why ſhould they make queſtion whether 
they (al! have itiIF chey ſeck (pirituall graces at his har ds,what 
ſhould hinder the finding of them? If they craue the good blef- 
fngs for them(clues and theirs, for greater expericiice of his fa- 
vour in things ofthis life, what ſhould ſtaythem frm comming? 
When his iuttice pronounceth their defires to be good, wil noe 
his goodies be ready to fulfill them,eſpecially hiseruth having 


Terrer for yngodly men which have many fiafull defiresin 
their hearts againſt Gods glory;and ſeruices, and people, Their 
ſoules wiſhnothing ſeriouſly, bbe that which God hatcth, and 
godly ther feateand pray againſt, Liberty forlewdneſſe rhey de- 
hre as life, & tho(o that kike not of wicked waics they abborre 

as 
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as much as death. Nothing pleaſeth therh ſo well as to heare of 
the francs or lorrowes of profeſſors, and nothing grieueth 
them fo much 3s ro here that wicked perſons arc cither reclai- 
med from their ditſolure behaujour,or puniſhed tor their ſhame- 
full offences.Surcly thele men are not righteous, their defires are 
not g0ud,and therfore whatfocuer isin them,or commeth from 
themis cuill, and difplealing ro God, and dangerous, & dam- 
nable eo their owne ſoules. As touching the other clauſe, for the 
cuent of wicked m-ns hopes,ſee the ſecond doftrin of the tenth 
chapter, and the ficlt doQtrine of the cightcenth verſe of this 
chapter, * 


Verſe 24.There « that ſcattereth, and ir more increaſed : but be 
that ſpareth more then right,commech ſurely to powerty, 


x that diſperſe their goods, this way and that, beſtowing 
them vpon ſuch as are in want and neceſſity, or otherwiſe 
imploying them for the publike benefit of many, they chat are 
ready and willing to part with their goods or mony, for the re- 
liefe of ſfuchas are in want or necedſity,or to any other good vics 
are (aid co ſcatter chem : and ſuch take the beſt courſe to increale 
them,as ſowing of corae isa mcanes to helpe a man more and 
more, 

And this he deliuererh with great wiſdome and warines, ſay- 
ing,chat ſome are more increaſed &notall:for many ſcatter ypon 
dice,and cardes,and dogges, and whores, and ſuch like, & they 
may look to be (tript of all the reſt, rather than co addeto that 
whichthey haue.On the other ſide he thatkeepeth in that which 
he ought to lay our,and ſparerh that which ducty requireth him 
co ſpcnd,doth play the euil hulband for the impoueriſhing of his 


'oOwne eſtate. 


Tiveliberality and mercy is not an hurt,but a furtherance to Dott. x, 
mens eſtates. Neuer any man was madethe pourer by one penny 
for giuing of many,in duc manner,but diuers haue been the richer 


-The fame ruſe holdeth in this caſe, as in all other the good gifts 
'of God, that the good vſage of them doth vſually bring an aug- 


mentation of them, So itisto be found in lcarning and know- 
M 3 ledge 


Reaſon! I, 


Prou.z 940, 


2,Chro.9.10, 
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lIedge,and in what good thing it isnot ſo to be found ? we neede 

not traucilfarre for proofe of our point in hand, but onley ftep 
ouer to the next verſe following, and there we ſhall hauc a con- 
firmation of the ſame, There we ſhall fee that they which feede 
others ſhall be fat them(ſclues (tor ſoisthe ſenſe) and they which , 
are as good ſprings roſend our ſtreamen,ſhal bauc ſuch ſupply,as 
that they ſhal nor be dried vp, but beas well able to flow at the 
evening,as they were in the morning,and to morrow as much ag 
to day,and the next yeareno letle than in this, 

Fult,they haue the promiſe of bleſſing from God which im- 
ploy their ſubſtance to the glory of God, and the benefic of his 
poore (cruants which are in want. Fonor the Lord, faith hee,wnh 
thy riches and the chiefe of all thine increaſe : So ſhall thy barnes bee 
filed with abundance,and thy preſſes (ball burſt with new wine, And 
the Apoſtle $,Paw! giueth as large an encouragement to the Co. 
rinthians in the new Teſtament, Hee that miniftireth ſeede tothe 
ſower will miniſter ltkewiſe bread for food, and multiply your ſeed, 
increaſe the fruits of your benenolence, No held is more fertile to 
ſow in,then the poor members of leſus Chriſt:no ſed is beter 
then mercy,and Chriſtian liberality, no weather or watering is 
moreſcaſonable then Gods blefſing:nocrop of corne is fo come 
modious and profitable asis the reward which God giucth both 
to ſoule and body. 

Mercifull men procure praiſcsto God to be plentifully offe= 
red,and praiers for them(clucs for all good happinelle : & there- 
fore how can they but thrive and profper?That reaſon doth Pal 
pre(ſc in many words tothe Corinchs,chat they might know that 
their liberality was not in vaine. He wil increaſe the fruits of your 
bencuolence,thatin cuery (ort yee may be made rich toall libe- 
rality, which cauſcth through vs,thankſgiuing ro God. 2.Cor.g. 
11.Hedwellerh vpon the argument,and yrgeth it in cuery verſe 
to the end of the chapter. 

Thirdly,the mercy of God towards other of his people which 
arcin need, doth often cauſe mercifull men the more to abound 
in riches.Since their delire isto be helpers of their afflited bre- 
thren,their power ſhall ſerueto performe it:and (ince they hane 
begun itſo well alrcady,they ſhall be able co doc it þerter here- 

aftcr, 
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afcer, And for this cauſe they are promiſed ll ſufficiency in all 
things,that they may abound in cuery good worke. As it is writs 
ten, He hath [parſed abroad and gimen to the poore : bis beneuo- 
lence remameth for ewey.2.Cor.g.8.9.He ſheweth by the teltimo- 
ny of the Plalme,that their communicaring tothe poore did not 


' bring chem to pouerty,that they ſhould be compelled to giunevp 


giving, but did cſtablfffs cheir (tate, thatrhey mighe continue 
their bencuolence as long as they liucd : for {o much doth ewer 
ſeem to import in this place. 


Inftru&ion,to frive againſt infidelity which hindreth mens ;- 


V{e.t. 


heares from the cheerfulnes of mercy, and faicth their hands 
from many good contributions, and kcepgth thenggholly from 
theexercile of liberality. They loebytheþ moeanes the oportu» 
nity of much gaine, they debarre themFKluecs from that plenty 
which they might enioy. They will nor xgcciue ſo much good as 
God will affoord themybecaule their harts will not atford them 
leaue to belccue, that there is ſo good g reward provided for 
them that afford relicfe ro poore ChriſKans, The holy Ghoſt in 
the booke of Ecclehaltes afſurcth vs chat nothing is loſt thagis 


beſtowed in goodnes, He willeth men ro caff their bread vpon the Ecclef.11.12, 


waters and after many daies they ſhall findit agame. Itisa kind of 
proverbiail ſpeech with vs,for truitletTe charges, to ſay,l might 
as well haue chrown my mony down the river, But in this caſe 
thwgh we leem ro throw our mony,or foode, into the river,ur 
ſea ic (elite, we ſhall hauc it reſtored with aduancage, yea, and 
when we tiunke all is forgotten, And therefore he proceedeth 
to incourage men that they ſhould lay about them, and noe 
ſpare,in the exerciſe of tberality,Gree(laith he):9/eurn,and alſo 
go cighr,Beitow vpon many,and when thou haft done that, make 
not an cnd, bur give to more than thou didſt before. As if hee 
ſhould haue ſaid, beftow as much ſced as thou haſt land to lay 
it 0n;and get as much land as thou haſt ſced ro ſow it with, But 
infidelity can holdno longer in hearing this, but out commeth 
her worthy queſtion : How (hall I live my ſclfc hereafter, it I 
giueaway all now?who knoweth what hard times be comming? 
Now he (touppeth her mouth with cetortion of her owne reaſon, 
No man knoweth whatcuill daies may come,and therfore wile- 

| dome 
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dom would that we ſhould make prouiſion for our ſelues before 
hand. And nothing is ſurer laid vp,than that which is chatitably 
layd out;that will fcruc for a deere yeere, anda rainy day, as we 
are wont to ſpeake in our prouerb, 
Reproofe of the folly of miſerable niggards, who being pree- 
2 dyofyertting more, know not how to victhar which they haue, 
and thcrefore take the way to conſume all. The one halfe of our 
Text isathreatning againſt them, and all the reaſons which 41d 
confirmethe good cſlate of liberall perſons, do as much conclud 
che hard caſe of pinching neere miſers,by the contrary, They put 
their Talent tono good vic, and therefore may daily looke to 
haveit caken away from them, They intitle themſclues to the 
threatnings and curſes of the law, and therfore cannot auoid the 
indgements,whereotrheftroake of pouerty and necdives is one 
among others.Sighes &complaints go vp to God againſt chemy, 
but few praiers,and nothank(ſgioing atall for them. Their bene= 
uolenceand goodnes,doth not ſtand the poore Saints in ſuch 
ſtead,as that the Lord for their ſakes ſhould commit any part of 
his ſubſtance to their hands,or leaue that with them, which they 
hauc fingred already. 


Verſe 25, The lbtrall ſoule (oall waxe fat, and hee that gineth 
plentifadly (ball powre forth. 


Heſe words haue affinity with the former part cf the verſe 

next beforc,and are ioyncd toir partly in way of cxplicati- 
on,and partly in way of il[uſtration. And therfore firſt he ſheweth 
who ohraine that bleſſing to increaſc by ſcattering ,& that ischey 
wholc liberality beginnech at their hearts:and then he d-clareth 
the proſpetous ſucceſſe thereof by a ſimilitude from wel-(prings 
which receive as much water inwardly, as they ſend foorth our- 
wardly which,if they ſhould faile of ifſue, would alſo faile of ful- 
nes,the waters dinerting their courſc ſome other way,wherethey 
might hauec better paſſage, or eclſc infuſing themlelues in the 
earth,and mould of the adiacent places round about,and ſo make 
a quagmire. Theſame compariſon doth Iſaiah vie fort!:e ſame 
lſs.58.11, purpoſe ; The Lord foal! ſatifie thy ſoule continually in drowght, 
and 
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and make fat thy bones: and thow ſhalt be like a watred garden,und 
like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters faile not. 

He that expecteth comfort for ſound mercy, muſt not onlie HgF, 
apply his hand, bur his ſoule to the exerciſe of well doing. That 
ia the ſcate of loue, which giueth life to all good ations, and 

"without which in regard - wen” —in it 15 as good never a 
whit, as neuer the better. For though a man ſhould feed the r.Cor.13.5. 
poore with all his goods,and hare not lone,it profiteth him nothing. 
Eſaias conditioneth with them who would haue the Lord 
topoureforth his mercies and bleſſings _ chem, that the 
ſhould nor only poure out their foode and victuals, but their 
ſoules alſo to x & hungrie.Iſa. 58.10, 

Firſt, there is requireda needfull worke of the ſoule in this Reaſon x, 
ſeruice, and that is wiſdome and diſcretion. So is a mercifull 
man commended in the Pſalmes : A good man is mercifull and pp oe 
lendeth aud will meaſure his aſfaires by mdgement. And {o is a li- 
berall man deſcried by the Prophet Eſaias, That he will deniſe 1c, ,, 6, 
of liberall things, He wil meditate where his gifts may beſt be 
placed: what is fitteſt to be giuen:how much is meer for him to 
contribute:in what maner he ſhould performe it. 

Secondly,compaſſion muſt be ioyned with it,that thehelper, 2 
andthe party holpen, may mutually communicate their caſes 
cach with other : hethat is in proſperitic bcaring a part ot his 
brothers burthen,and he that is in aduerhtic recciuing a porti- 
on of his neighbours bleſſings. This could 7ob trulie teſtifhe of 
himſelfe,that he vſed co weepe for them thatwere introuble, and |, ob430.15, 
bis ſoule was in heauineſſe for the pore. | 
Thirdlic, it muſt be ſeaſoned with cheerefulneſle, rhat it ma 
be more comfortable to man thar ſhall recciue it, and likewiſe 

more acceptable to God that will reward it. Hereof doth the 
Apoſtle admonith the Corinthians to an eſpeciall regard, ſay- 

Ing; As euery man wiſheth in his heart {o let him giue,rot grudg- 2- Cor 9.7, 
inglie,nor of neceſſity,for God loweth a checrefull giner. 

Reproo!' of them whoſc ſoules haue neuer any dealing in do- //e.t. 
ing of good, vnlefle it be to peruert all with Pharifaicall hypo- 
crifie and yaine gloric. They giue hand ouer head to tagge and 


ragge, without difference of anie,except they ſhut our the =—_ 
an 
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and beſtow on the worſt, frowning on them that are the moſt 
honeſt,& feeding of them that of all others are the moſt vn- 
worthy. They contribute to good vfes with no lefle difficul- 
ty,then ifa diſtreſſe of a fine or amercement were to be extor 


. ted from them. Conmuniſeration & pity aremeer ſtrangers vn- 


to them, their hearts hauc no acquaintance at all with them. 
Conlolationto poore men, that they are not excluded fr 
the grace & bleſſednes of being mercifull,though they attain 
not to the eſtate & abilitic of being wealthic, Mercy is nor 
—_ with mony in —_— but dwelleth with loue and 
indneſle in the heart, He that can mourne with ſuch as doe 
mourne,he that can pray for them that be in diſtreſſe,he that 
can any way ſcck to comfort the afflicted, may truly be faid to 
haue a ſoulc of bleſſing, & is of God himſelte eſteemed mer- 
cifull,, The ſuccefle which mercifull men ſhall finde for their 
owne eſtate, hath been already declared in the former verſe, 
and therefore in this may be paſſed ouer, 


Verſe.26, He that withdraweth corne,the people will curſe him: 
but bleſſing ſhall be vpon the head of hm that ſelleth corne. 


bo is not ynlawfull ro keep in corn,as Toſeph did in the time 
of plenty to be prouided againſt ſcarciry and dearth : but 
when we may ſpare it, & others need it, then to withold the 
ſelling therofin hope to raiſe theprice, this tendeth to a c6- 
mon hurt,& therfore will cauſe a common complaint of the 
cople againſt vs. But on the other fide,bleſſing ſhall be on 
his head that ſelleth corne, he ſhall not only haue the good 
teſtimony & praiers of men beneath, bur the bleſſing of God 
himiſelfe from aboue deſcend vpon him. Prouided that his 
heart be vpright therein, not ſo much reſpecting the price in 
ſclfe-loue, as the profiting of his brother in Chriſtian chari- 
ty : and that he vie all other due circumſtances accordingly. 
As to ſell that vw hich is good at a reaſonable rate,& perform 

it in due ſeaſon, ant! full meaſure and ſuchlike. 
They are after a ſort publique enemies of the country,that 
procure or ſeck fora dearth. The Lord would haue vs to col. 
lect 
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left and deeme what harme they do by the effefts that enſu®© 


therupon. The exclamation and outcrie,not of one perſon,of 
familie, but ofthe multitude of the people,doth intend in this 
caſe ſome grieuance among them, Scarcity of food is one of 
the moſt grieuous iudgements,wherwith the Lord is wort to 
' plague a nati6,& how can we then take them for our friends, 
which wiſh ſo grieuous a puniſhment? Sa/oms by praier made 
a way tor the praiers both of the whole people, & the particu- 
lar friends & members therof, to come to God for remouall 
of ſucha miſery;then what are they to be accoiited that ſend 
forth defirs,& put forth endeauors to call for it, and bring it ? 
Firſt they are heauy aduerſaries of the poore, and practiſe to Reaſous,r, 
adde ſorrow to themthar are already in ſorrow. The greateſt 
weight of this burthen is like to light vp6 their beckating auſe 
they are leſt prouided of armour to keepe it off, Anexample 
therof is to be ſeen in the prophecie of Amos,where the ſelte- 
ſame effect is wrought by the ſelfe ſame meanes which we are 
now in hand with: Hear this,O ye that ſwallow vp the poore,that amos.8.q 5 5 
« ye may make the needy of the lad ro fail, ſaymg, When willthe new 
Moone be gone that we may ſellcorne,& the Sabboth, that we may 
ſet forth wheat, make the Epha ſmall, and the ſhekell great,and 
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e falſifie theweights by deceit? c buy the poore for ſilner,cx the nee= 
t die for ſhoves ; yea & ſell the refuſe of x wheat, They hadlon g 
@ kept vp the corne for this purpoſe to haue it grow deare, an 
A now the time ſerued the turne,and it muſt be opened in allche 
c haſt,they thought the daics of the Lords own ſetuice too long, 
n vntill they were at it. And now woto the poore,for the plor 1s 
4 laidtoprey vpon them. They ſhall buy the refuſe deare, which 
4 is little worth, and ſell themſclues cheape to pay for it. 
A Secondly,they are pernicious to men of all forts & conditi- z 
= ons,vnleſle it be afew of thoſe few which haue corne to ſell, 
k And to this point let tHem ſpeake which can ſpeake by expe- 
7 rience,& expericce hath taught,nor long ſithence, the greater 
n number of houſekeepers,as the higher the prices of corne doe 
riſc,the lower the ſtatesof families fall. And the ſellers of vic- 
t tuals do the morefil their purſes with mony,the lefſe the poor 
L . ſeruants fill their bellies with meat. Aske the traucller, by the 
*t N32 WAay3 


1144 


Vſc.s. 


92 PROVERBS. Chap.tr 


way,aske thelabourer in the country:a[ke the tradeſmen inthe 
townezask the common ſort, yea almoſt any fort of inhabitants 
inthe citie, & which of all theſe will ſay, ortruly may ſay, it is 
no burthen to vs that things are no cheaper ? A great part of 
their care is to make prouifion for houſhold, a great part of 
their labour is ſwallowed vp 1n prouifion - a great part of time 
is to0 little for their labour. So that their care is more,their 1a- 
bour greater, their commons ſhorter, and ſtate much weaker, 
Many be reſtrained from doing further good : many be com- 
pelled to leſſen former familic : maniethereby be brought to 
manifold incanueniences,more then we exprefle or thinke of. 
Reproofe of all that aftect ſuch a miſchiefc,liuing in hope, for 
their own priuate lucre,that fo great an hurt will grow to the 
publike ſtate of the land: bur ſpecially of fuch as rake the way, 
and vſe the meane« to effect this euil,& to draw vpon it ſuch a 
judgement. And of this fort are they which praftif: that which 
is here declared to be a noylome tin, namelie to tore vp their 
corne that no man ſhal haue any benefit by it,whiles there is a- 
ny good ſubſtance in it, They are much more kinde hearted ro 
Rats,Mice,and Weſils,then they are to their brethren: for they 
ſhall have all freelic giucn them for nothing, and wen cannot 
buy any of it for their w—_ And therefore what can they ſay 
for themſelues why they ſhould not be as muchliable to the 
wo & curſe which S.[ames doth denounce, as thoſe whoſe o- 
ther riches were corrupt:whoſe garments were moth-eaten for 
want of wearing : whoſe gold & hluer was canckred and ruſtic 
for want of vſage?Bur worſe are they which not only hoord v 
their own corne, that irfſhallneuer come forth ſeaſonablyto 
preuent adearth:bur ingrofle other mens alſo for the ſame pur- 
poſe, that they may make their gaine thereof to the derriment 
and hurt of many others, But of al others, wdeſt are they wliich 
not only keep back corn from the martier but from the barne: 
not from ſale, but from ſowing : which refuſe toyeeld cillage 
& ſeed tothe ground: whichyer further, by force,or fraud,cx- 
tort the ground from other men that they thal neither till nor 
fow it.Theſc dry vp the ſprings of the Market, that the ftreames 
ofplepty ſhould be reſtrained from flowing toit:theſe bring a 
curſe 
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curſe ypon the earth, and make it barreu in compariſon of the 
ſore it was wont to yeelde., Theſe labour for depopulation of 
houſes and townes,and fields,and people. 

Conſolation to them that bring an vpright heart to ſelling, 


, though they cannot be fo large in giuing:therein they do aſer- 


viceto God ; therein they performe a worke of loue to their 
neighbours:and therefore they ſhall be better ſatiſhed at Gods 
band then at the buyers:and his pay will be better in grace and 
goodneſle, then the other can be in gold and fluer, 

T he people will curſe him,&c.It is a grieuous plague to bepur- 
fucd iuſtlic with the cries and clamours of the people. True it is 
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that Jeremie and others of the moſt faithfull ſeruants of God ler.1 5.10, 
haue been ſpoken euill of, and curſed by the multitude. And ſo P:94.:6.2. 


itis true that 4s the ſparrow by flying, and the ſwallow by flying e- 
ſcape,ſo the curſe that is cauſleſſe ſhall not come. And itis moſt 
true,they whom men reuile and perſecute, and ſay all maner of 
euill for Chriſt his ſake falſclic,are blefled. But this is alſo veriec 
true,that to be ſpoken againſt for fins ſake, trulie,is not a mat- 
ter of blefſednefle butmiferie:the wings of a mans name and re- 
putation will be clipt ſo ſhort chat it ſhall not auoid the ſtroke 

and ſhot of a curſe,ifit be dulic cauſed. In this fame manner are 
hurtfull men threatned, which flatter, or countenance,or beare 
out wicked perſons in their finfull courſes. He that ſateth to the 
wicked, thou art righteous, him ſhall the people curſe and the mul- 
titude ſhall abhor him.Pro.2 4.24. 

Firit, ifa good name be a thing moſt defireable, and a treaſure 
to be preferred betore gold and filucr,and other precious com 
moditics, then it muſt needs be that an cuill name,and infamie 
15a thing very loathſome, and worſe then the lofle of anie 
carthlic thing, yea then verie needines and beggerie, 

Secondly, | wa which by thcir owne deſcrt haue ſtirred vp 
contplaints againſt themſclues,are not onlie ſmitten with the 
breath of mans mourh, but with the ſtroke of Gods hand. Hee 
purpoſcth it in his counſell: he threatnerh ir in his wordzhe ct- 
fecterh it in his prouidence; he hearkneth thereumo,in piticto- 
them that be oppreſſed : and in anger,againſt themthat are op- 
preſſors, Neither is this the caſe _— men alone and ſuch 
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as heare euill for hard dealing,bur of al ſorts of finners which 
blemiſh themſelues with any kind of misbehauiour, 
Reprehenſis of impudent perſons which haue hardned their 
faces,that they cinot bluſh,or be aſhamed nor defilt frs their 
ſhamefull miſdemcaners,howlſoeuer they are thought of,or 
ſpoken againſt. Ifthey be exhorted to any good dury which 
carrieth no credit amog ſuch as are carnall,or diſwaded from 
any cuill cuſtome which carrieth no diſgrace am6g the that 
are ſinful,their preſet anſwer is, What will mT ſay?Bur let the 
hear thattheir pride,or ynthriftines,or as, oc VNC0- 
ftancy,or faithleſnesin couenats,&c.1s much cenſured, many 
take great exceptios againſt them,they ſhift their hads & goe 
quite on the other fide:Say al what they will,I care not for it: 
better men then I haue bin ſpoke againſt,Chriſt himſelfe had 
{carce a good word of the molt, Bur the queſtis is not how 
good men haue bin dealt with, but how they deſerucd to be 
dealt with, True it 15 &we cofes it,that many refuſed to ſpeak 
w words of Chriſt:but did Chriſt euer prouoke the to it, 
y cuil deeds to th&?But words(lay they)are wind, & reports 
a woder for nine daies.Bur their crimes,ſay we,are more then 
wind,& their guiltines wil got be blown away in nine thou- 
ſand mm which men ſpeake truly againſt them,God 
will charge more fully vp6 themat the laſt day : & his words 
will be as fire, & his | &. nw will not vaniſh away at all,but 
continue to their ſhame and torment for ecuer. 


Verſe.27.He that diligently ſecketh good: ſhall get fanonr:but 
he that ſecketh enill, it ſhall come to him, 


H E that ſeeketh carefully with an vpright heart tobenefir 
thoſe among whom he liueth in any good manner,ta- 
keth the beſt way to win the hearts of the people,and is like 
to haue the hearts of good men knit vnto him, and certaine 
to obtaine and inioy Gods fauour and louing kindneſſe. And 
he that plotreth, or praCtiſeth miſchiefe againit others, ofall 
others ſhall be moſt hurt thereby himſelte. 

He that would be well thought of, muſt not only wiſh well 
but indeuor to do good to his brethre. To bear good affetis 
to 
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to makind, but eſpecially to Gods Church & people is athing 
py to God,& godly men;burt men ſee not the affectis ro 
e good, further the it is manifeſted by effe&s:& GOD ſeerh 
that aftectio notto be good, which is void of a working vigor 
& fruitfulnes,By what ſteps did Nehemia aſcend to that ctti- 
mation which is had of him,in the Church, in the Scriptures 
& in Gods own preſence now in heauen?He inquircd of the 
ſtate of his brethren, he mourned for them, he faſted for them 
he praied to Godfor them, he ſpake to the king for them, hee 
ma a iourney for them,he was indaungered,he was 
reproached,he was traduced & all for their ſakes. And there- 
fore it was an effectuall petition which he offered roG OD: 
Reme mber me O my G edin goodnes, according toall that I haxe 
doxe for this people. How came Oneſiphorws to be {o deere to 
Paxl,& {o much beloued of God himfſelf,who hath regiſtred 
his name in an cuerlaſting record, eueyin his own holy {crip- 
tures?by ſhewing him ſelfe kind, & b61d,& bountifull to the 
Apoſtle.He did not only defire that Pax! might do well, but 
took the pains tocom to Rome, & there alſo viſited him inthe 
priſs, &ſo prouided,that by hismeans,he might do the berter, 
Firſt it is the nature of loue,toexpreſle it ſelf by teſtimonies 
of beneficence & goodnes.For itis not a louc intruth if ir be 

not in deed,aſwell as in word and tongue.x.loh.3.18. 
Secondly,there 1s no ſinceritic where isno exerciſe of well 
doing, & therefore it will do no more good to our ſelues to 
thinke,or ſay we defire well tothem whom we ſet our {clues 
no way to do good vnto, then it doth to an hungry pertoto 
bid him cat,& giue him no meat, or to one that is cold,to wiſh 
him warmth, and minifter to himneither fire nor cloathing. 
Reproof of the that take a contrary courſe to get loue & good 
liking. As for Gods fauor they either count it to be {fo little 
worth,as they regard it not at al, but thinke the leſt wel doing 
roo great a price for it; orels to be ſo comms & ordinary,as 
that it wil be foiid withour ſeeking:or els ſuch an excellecy ro 
be in themſelues,as that God cinot bur rake delight in them 
howſocuecr he be diſpoſed towards others, And for mes affe- 
Rios & good opinion, they hope to come by them by eaher 
meancs : 


Nehem £,19» 


2,Tim,1.16., 


Reaſons, 1 


lam.2-15- 


Ve. 


Dott, 


g6 PROVERBS. Chap.11 


meanes : and that is by making themſeluespopular in prattiſe 
of ſome plauſible finnes, in yeelding liberty for all licentious 
courſes to them thatliue vnderthem, in procuring impunitie 
to diſordred perſons. So that whereas God in his word here 
ſaith, he that {eeketh good ſhall ger fauour,they in their deeds 
ſay,he ſhall get fauour that exerciſeth euill, 

For the other part of this verſe, looke the ſeucateenth verſe, 


Verſe 28. He that truſteth in his riches, ſhall fall: but the 
righteous ſhallfloriſh as a branch, 


E that ſo repoſeth vpon his wealth, as that for loue, and 
Hite thereof,he is willing,and in confidence thereof he 
is bold to ſinagainſt God; he which hopeth it will keep him 
from troubles,or rid him out of troubles, or any way conferre 
happineſle to him,this man ſhall ſurely be brought downe,and 
fall into miſchicte. And ſo by the ſame proportion, ſhal al thoſe 
which truſtto men,orto wit,or to any other creature, On the 
other fide, iuſt men are all on the mending hand;they are well 
planted,they grow in afruitfull ground by the riuers of water, 
they hauc the Lord Ieſus Chriſt for their root, they haue GOD 
the Father to dreflc and keepe them, and therefore they ſhall 
flouriſh as a branch which groweth and hath green leaues.The 
drought of aduerfitie ſhall not hurt them, the dewes of whol- 
ſome proſperity ſhall not faile them. They ſhall haue ſafetic for 
their bodies, graces for their ſoules, competency for their ftate, 
and all good furtherances for their cucrlaſting glorie. Thus 
{tanderh the oppoſition, The wicked truſt in their riches, and 
they ſhall fall like rotten boughes ; but the _— truſt in 
the Lord, and they ſhall grow like flouriſhing branches. 

Though the {tayes of many wicked men ſeemto be the ſtron- 
ger,yet the ſtates of all godlie men prooue to be ſurer, 

If ſafety conſiſted in wealth, and happineſle in height, we 
could not but yeeld that diuers {infull perſons were grounded 
in great ſafety & happines : for they haue the world at wil and 
arc moiited yp to eminet places, And if perill did alwaies acc6- 
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 thematr death : And that one word may comprehend all,and 
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pany pouerty, and miſery likewife a meant condition, who 
could deny, butthat the moſt of the be(t men, ſhould euer be 
found in the worſt caſle,and of all others the moſt miſerable? for 
that they are commonly poore and baſe in the worldiBut if God 
in his juſt iudgements doe lift vp his enemies hic, co caſt them 
downe the lower;and if his ſeruants take rooting low, that they 
may grow vp the hier, then let the wicked take heed ofa down- 
fail,and then let the righteousnot doubt of a rifing. The chircy 
ſeuen and ſeuenty third Plalmes, are treatiſes wholly ypon this 
argument,beſides many other rexts of Scripture. And this com- 
meth to paſſe toboth ſides. Firſt,in regard of the different, and 


contrary choiſe which they haue made of helpers to them(elues, Reaſon 1. 


What doe finfull perſons and wicked men take to be theyr 
Raues to lcane vpon,and that with theyr whole weight ? Euen 
fl-ſhly ſupports, as goods and riches, which are (lender recdes, 
that will breake, and ruq into their hands and ſhoulders, and 
lay them flat on the ground. Theſe they build ypon as a founda- 
tion molt firme and (table, theſe they depend vpon as friends 
molt lurc andfaithfull:theſc they truſt vatoas holds moſt ſtrong 
and mighty. And yetis there any thing more vncertaine,more 
deccirfull,more weake and feeble then theſe are ? They be fugi. 
tive and away they go, when they ſhould ſticke to a man : they 
be falſe and performe nothing that they promiſe. They lay,giue 
vs your heart,eſpecially when we increalc,we hauc power to doe 
you all good Bur Dawid ſaith, If riches increaſe, ſet not your beart 
thereon,God [pake once,twice hane heard it that power belagethonly 
to God, There was ncucr any papilt,or hetheman more deceiued 
in dumb [dols, then worldlings be in the hope of their mony 
and ſubſtance. The Images hauc as much ſenſe to heare, and 
ſpeake,and deale for them which pray to them,as gold and filuer 
and other treaſures have abilicyin them(ſelues ro helpe them, that 
make them their gods:and many more are illuded by theſe,then 
by che others. And whom doe the godly maketheir refuge ? In 
whom isthcir hope fixed?in God omnipotenteternall,cndlesin 
mercy, wiſedome, and truth, whoſe good prouidence doth ne- 
ver faile them in life : whoſe gracious fauour doth not forſake 
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thatisinfiaitely much,and more then heauen & earth can com- 
prehenyg,he is God euery way for ehem,al-ſufticient, 

Secondly ,in regard of their behavior towards the Lord, The 
wicked commit an execrable facriledge & ([pirituall ereaſon,they 
caſt off that loyalty that is duc only to him,& yecld it tothe ab- 
ic& and contemptible creatures:for ſo may they be called when 
they are matched as equals, or preferred as ſupcriours to their 
Creator. And this is done nall vatae confidence,as it was ſpoken 
of truſt ro fleſh & bloud, ſo to all of that kind : Cwrſed be the man 
that truſteth m man, and maketh fleſh bis arme, and withdraweth bug 
heart from the Lord, Confidence is a prerogative and royalty, 
that the Lord neuer cummunicatethtoany,vpoany conditions, 
He ſo calleth for loue tu him(clfe, that men alſo ſhould be loued 
for his ſake,and feat edand reioyced at,andthe lixcis in other af- 
fetions : but to truſt in any beſides him, isas muchas in vs is,to 
ſet the imperiall diadem of heauen and earth vpon their heads, 
Now the godly relying altogether vpon his fidelity and power, 
vecld him bomage,and declare themſcluesto be his loyall,faith- 
full,and obedicntſubieRs,and perform a molt acceptable ſeruice 
vnto him. 

Inſftruion,to be ſomuch more induſtrious for rightcouſnes, 
than riches, by how muchit is better to be a liuing tree, than a 
dead Rocke:and to Rand faſt inthe Rare of all good happineſle, 
than to fall into ſinne,and ſhame,and miſery,and deftruQion.So 
much goodnesasany man hath, fo much he hath of faith, ſo far 
he ſheweth the ſappe and vertue of his roote:ſo certaine and af- 
ſured he may be of perpetuall firmnellec and ſtability And locke 
what meaſure of vaine confidence is 1n euery one, fo much (in- 
falnes is inhim(and therefore the contrarietyis {ct between ſuch 
as truſt in theirriches, and the righteous; becauſe he that hath 
aftance in his wealth,mult needs be cuil,and he thatis righccous 
mult needs truſt in God)andſo ſure itis that Gods firokes and 
judgements will purſue him,and to his owne inability of ſtan= 
ding,he ſhall have this added,that God will puſh at him,and caſt 
him downe. 

Terror for couctous Idolaters,which make their goods their 
Gods,and their greedy getting,their deyotion, and their plenty 
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their ſafety,and their paſtures, fields, barnes, ſhops, warchouſes 
or coffcrs,cheir heauen. Like fooliſh men, hey waite vpon lying 
vanitiesand forſake their own mercy. lt isas calic for a croppe of 
corne to thriue vpon a waſt tieath,or in the middeſt of a thorny 
hedge,or thicker of buſhes,as it is for grace to grow in their harts 
and itis as calic for a cable rope to goe through an needles cie, as for 
them to enter into the kingdome of beanen And yet they thinke all 
to be well,and their ſtate to be happy:yca they preſume lo farre 
of thcic own tanding,that vpon contidence of their power they 
doubt not but to giue others the fall:they hope that their withe= 
red rotten (ticks ſhall be able to root vp and throw downe the 
ſtrongeſt Cedars that grow in the Church of God, Such a one 
was Doeg,that thought to doe great things againſt Dazid, but 
Daxid did afcer a ſort defie him,and bad him do his worſt, yea he 
derided,and told him that the worſt would be his owne : Why 
boaſt. ſt thow((aith he)in thy wickedneſſe, O man of power ? the ls- 
wing kindneſſe of God endureth daily, God ſhall deſtroy thee for ener: 
be ſhall take thee and placke thee ont of thy tabernacle, and root thee 
out of the land of the lining, The righteous a'ſo ſhall (ee it and feare 
and (hall laurh at bim.ſaymg, Behold the man that tooke not God for 
bis ſtrength,but trufted ta the multitude of bu riches, But Iſhallbe 
like a greene Oliue tree inthe houſe of Ged:for I truſted mthe mer- 
Cy of God for ener and encr, | 

Conſolation to godly men,that have recciued to their owne 
hearts, and giucnto other men, ateſtimony of faith and righte- 
ouſucs:no enemy without,or correions within, ſhall depriue 
them of their comfort, or of any good bleiſing that concerneth 
this preſene life,or their cucrlalting ſaluatior. 


Verſe.29. He that troubleth his own howſe ſoall inberit the wind, 
and tbe fools ſhall be ſeryant tothe wiſe in heart, 


E is ſayd to trouble his houſe, which doth miſpend his 
goods,and miſguide his affayres, and miſgouerncth his 
people that dwel with him. That cither doth corrupt them with 
finfulnes,or mole(t them with frowardnes,or affl;& them with 
miſery .Whea he cither maketh them patients to beare the bur» 
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then of his folly,or agents to commit folly with him. Hee ſhall 
inherit the wind,chat 1s,ſhall bring all co nothing. His ſubſtance 
ſhall flie vp like ſ1noak into the aire,and nothing be left tomain- 
tainc him on earth. And when all his goods are gone his liberty 
muſt goe after, This foole (hall be ſcruant tothe wiſe in heare, 
that is,,o one who is more prouident, diſcreet and carcfull for 
his ate and houſhold, They were wont in great wants tolell 
themſclues for ſeruants,as the Egyptians did in Joſephs time, And 
for greats debts to be taken by the credicors, and cither made 
their bondmen,or clic (ould to others. And one of theſe, taich he, 
isliketo be the cale of this vnthrifty trouble-houſle. 

He that would not vndoe himſclfc,ler h:im not diſorder his fa- 
mily and domeſticall atfaires, It ncerely concerneth an houſe. 
holderto know,that his houſe is laden with his whole eſtate, thar 
his people ſaile together with him in the ſame veſſel], for his vie. 
And if he will neither play the good Pilot himſclte in his owne 
place,nor ſuffer them to be good Mariners in theirs, how ſoone 
ſhall he runne his barke vpon the Rockes? how quickly ſhall he 
make ſhipwracke of allthat he hath? 

Firſt,hetakes the way to bring a curſe vpon vll,by duedelert, 
The Lord hath made him a ſteward,and in diuers reſpeAs com- 
mitteda truſt vnro him, which he doth vnfaithfully diſcharge. 
He hath put his goods into his hands,to be orderly diſpoſed of, 
as may be moſt for his glory ; andtholc he expendeth vpon his 
owneluſts,and to Gods diſhonour : and is it not iuſt then that 
they ſhould be taken from him ? He hath made him an cuerſcer 
of the perlons that live vader him, that he ſhould be an example 
and guide vnto him in all vertucus bchawiour, and he growetch 
to be adilſolute Maſter of M:[ralc, is it not equall thac another 
ſhould take his place of ſuper tority,& he be made an vnderling? 

Sccond!y either his houſchold is diſcouraged from diligence 
by his crooked peruer{encs,or clſe withdrawn from faithtulnes 
by learning to be {intull,and both of theſe tend one way, name- 
ly,tothe ouerthrow of his eſtate, 

A1monition to be good gouernours of our familics, and 
good husbands for our cltates, not oncly in conſcience to obey 
God for our euctlaſting (aluation, but in Chriſtian providence 

for 
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for our preſent condition,if not to get, yetto ſauc,as to preſerue 
our goods, ſo to retaine our freedome. For albcit that villenage 
and bondage be not now in v{c among vs, yet impriſonment is 
not altogether out of vſe, And eucry one is fo farre in ſeruitude, 
& inthe creditors power,as he wanteth ability co pay his debts, 
He may wel be ſaid co be another mans ſeruanr, whoſe Rate and 
liberty doth (tand at another mans curtche, 

Terror tor them that give ouer themiclues to fuch finnes as 2 
be not only troubleſome, but trouble it ſelfc to their houfes, 
Thoſe wee meane which cauſe the Goucrnours tolay burthens 
vpon chcir inferiours,and God to lay iadgements ypon the Go- 
uernours, We will not make mention of many, norinfiſt long 
vpon them which we mention. Pride muſt haue the firſt place, 
becauſcit is predominant and carcieth a great fway amongthe 
refit, From it groweth contempt and difaine, contentions, rai- 
lings,anJ all manner of imperious infolency, And for recom- 
pence thereof,and all the curled eftefts which it produceth a» 
gainſt God and man, the Lord threatneth to deſtroy the houſe of |, 
prowd men, Whocredome and incontinency allo worke much 
miſchicfte ro families,and moll of all ro the heads themſclues, 
The holy Glioſt io this hooke,is very frequent in this point, As 
the ſlranger ſhall se filled with thy ſtrength, and thy labowrs ſhall be Sek a6 
in the bouſe of a ſtrauger. And, becauſe of the whoriſh wom:n 4 pryy 6.26, 
man is brought to 4 morſclt of bread. And 1:b ſaith : that if hee 
ſh ,uld chat way hauec defiled himmlelfe,it « ould hauc bin 4 fire de- lob z1,! 2, 
wouring to deſtruttion, & which would haue rooted out all bis 1n+ 
erea'e,Ganing,tiotzand vnthrifunes ſo apparantly ſhew them» 
ſelucsin thisranke,thati! ſhall be needletTe to diſcourte of them, 

Only Couctouines we will conclude with, which ſcemeth to be 
an help to raiſe vp an huvſe, & yee vncermineth the very foun- 
dations of it. This mak«th men fierce, an { violent, birter and 
cruell,||kc Beares,and Lions among their people, And this the 
Lord him(clfe hath reckoned for one of theſe turbulent fnnes, 
and ſo would have vs account of ir, Hee that ts greedy of gas«« prougy 27; 
rroubleth his owne hou/e: but he that hateth gifts ſballline, As it 
he ſhould ſay.lf men be not weary of this wretched greedines, 
it will make them inal corrupt manner to purſuetheir commos 
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diticz,tothe annoyance of theirs, till Gods wrath purſuc them 
to death and vadoing. 

And whereas many proud perſons, and vncleane, and couc- 
tows, hold vp their heads ſtill, and decay notin ſlate, chey come 
notinto other mens dangers, buc hauc many others fallen into 
thcir hands: yet let not men think there is a poſſibility of impu-' 
nity,Eccauſc they are nor ſcourged with che leaſt rod,but reler- 
ued to a greatcr:for pouerty is one of the calie(t puniſhmenes, 
What though they come notto inheritthe wind here?yet if they 
inherit damnation inthe world to come,what gaine they by the 
change ? what though they be not brought to bee ſcruants to 
men ? yet if they be (eruants to Hnne, preſently, and ſhall rc. 
cciue the wages of finne hereafter, how much is their caſe the 
better? 


Verſe.3z0 The fruit of the righteom is 4s 4 tree of life, and bee 


that winneth ſoules ts wiſe, 


Yz meaning of theſe words is, that a godly man is very 
plentifu!l in bringing forth fruit, and his fruite exceeding 
profitable to them that recciue it.Eſpeciallyhis inſtruftions con- 
ſolations, praycts.& other ſpiritual] means that he vſcth,to con- 
ucrt,or confirm the hearts o&t his brethren, And he himſelfalſois 
not without the fruit of his owne fruit, which 1s intimated here 
by pronouncing him wiſc that winueth ſoules,thatis,which with 
defire.and indeauvur faithtully and diſcreetly, by Gods owne 
meancs,according to his place & calling either doth draw men 
out of their Fnnes and ignorance,orclſe faileth of fuccefle ther- 
in,not by his negligence, and want of loue; butrather by there 
[tyubbornnefſc and want of will. And herewiththe Prophet doth 
1.49.4; ſatiſhe himſcltewhatſocuecr ſhould be the ifſuc of his miniſtery. 
Now [aith the Lord that formed me from the wombe to bee bu ſer. 
want: that I may brino [acob 1g aine tobim, though Iſrael be not $4- 
thered,zet (ball | be glorious in the eyes of the Lord: and my God ſhall 
be my ſtrength. Onthe other [ide we darenot take vpon vs to itt- 
ſlific the hearts and ſtates of al thoſe which hauc been occalions 
of any mans conucrlion,if it be not their fruit; nor to extenuate * 


the 
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-m the efficacy of curry vnregenerate mans miniſlery, that his do» 
Arine (hould winne none to (aluation. It is graunted without 
UC queſtion,or gainſaying,that he may prepare hetore and build v p 
me altcr,and we remember not any (ſuch (tint or reſtraint ſpoken of, 
tg but that he may allo conucrt, eſpecially before his life is (tained 
—_ with any ſinfull bchauiour,that wight bring his miniſtery into 
AL contempt. The power of preaching (tandeth in the ordinatice of 
s, God,by the worke of his ſpitit, and not in the perſon of the meſ- 
cy ſenger,that doth publiſh ir. 
he Of all people,none doe [0 much gucd as the godly, L ook how Do#?7. 
to farre the tree of life, which was the beſt in paradi(e, excelled all 
Ce the hrambles and briars which arc che worlt on the wildec waſte, 
he fo far oth (uch as feare Gud (urmount the godletie in goodnes. 


In the firlt Plalmegreligious men which giue themfelucs to the 
exerciſe of picty are compared to trees:that yeeld the moſt, and 
ee beſt & ripelt frunt:and (inful men which giue chemſclues to the 
pradtiſe of vanity arelikned to chatte,or rather the duſt of chatte pſatm x. 
which is good for wothing. In the (ccond of che Canticles the 


ry golly are relembled to the moſt beautifull and pleaſant lilies Cant 2-2, 
Ng which yeeld delight tochoſe that gather them;& the wicked to 

Ne thornes or thiſtles which doc annoy thoſe that meddle with 

= them,1n other places of (cripture the ſeruants of God are called 

is ſheep, which for lambe of fleece,and flcſh,and cue:y other way, 

re are commodious, inſomuch that they make the very ground 

th the better which they he vpon:andthe (laues of (in are called by 

1c the names of Wylues.and Foxcs,and ſuch kind of bcatts,vhich 

en arc very hurtfull,and be ready todo milchicfe wherſocucr they 

7 co:ne.la what celpeRehe fruit of the righteous is fo profitable, 

Ir it wiil appeare by the proportion it hath with che trce of lite, 

th whereunto it is compared, Firlt in regard ofthe cauſe, it is ſayd Reaſons. x. 
y. that it groweth by the riucr of life, whoſe watcrs (ecd the roote Reu. 22.22, 
thereof,and the root {cndeth vp the ſap, and the ſap ſendeth our 

4. the fruice. And {o the good which a good iman doth, ariſcth rot 

«ll from his wit, nor naturall diſpolition, nor fleſhly wiſedome, 

= but (p:ingeth from the word, and ſpirit of GOD in bis heart, 

1% Gal.y.2 2, 2 
'e * Sccondly,as touching the manner thereof it is ſaidthar it is 
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continually bearing without tay, or fayling, not oncea yeere, 
but once in a moneth,notin ſommer only,butin winteralſo,and 
euery time new kinds of fruit,and not of one fort alone(as it fal. 
leth out comonly with other trees, forin them the ſame branch 
neuer varicth the kind)znd that rottethnot,nor di oppeth down 
Ezech 47 12. with ripeneſle. In like ſort doth the ſpirit of grace make God# 
children conſtant in well doing,and that allo in performanceof 
many duties,according tothe varicty of occaſions andoppor- 
tunitics offered, They tone vertue with their fanh : and with wer. 
I-Pet1.56, ewe knowledge:and with knowledge texeperance : and with temperance 
Ma... .- . , patience: and with patience godlineſſe : and with godlineſe brotberly 
T2535 3% biadnes:and with brotherly kindneſſe lone. If they ſee the members of 
Chriſt bungry they gine them meate;if thirſly,they g ine them drink; 
if naked they cloath them: rf theybe ſtrangers, they lodge them : if 
= be ſiche they viſit themn.of they be in priſon they come vnts them, 
C, 


Thirdly,for the effeA, the tree of life was for meat, ard the 
l-aues for medicine,and both for life:and no le(lc verruc procees- 
de th from righteous perions, therr lippes doe feeds many : their 
Prou.10,21. t919wci ere whol/ome, their inſtruttions are as a welſpring of life, to 
Tr turne away from the ſnares of death, Pro.17.1 4. 

0's Admomtion for euery one to ſcarch his waies, and to try his 
ate by this rule, If thou be a fruicfull tree, thou art a righteous 
man:if thou he giuen to ſhew mercy, thou cant not be vnfruit. 
full;if thy labour be to kill ſinne, and to helpe mens ſoules to 
encrlaſting lifc,then who can deny thee ro be trucly mercifull? 
In this caſe though the Diucl come roaring with gricuous accu- 
ſations;though he would perſwade thee, that thou art an hypo- 
critezand they would per{ſwade others, that thou art an arrogant 
proude perſon, yet be not diſmaid at the matter,Satan [aith,that 
thou beare(t adilſembling heart, but GODlecth that thou liuelt 
a fincerelife, They 1mpute thy [pecches, and other behaviour, 
to ptide and vaine-glory : but thyne owne ſoule knoweth that 
they proceed from loue and ynfained faithfulnefie. And let this 
be ſpoken for thy comfort, that ſhall neuerfaile thee, that thoſe 
which are trees of life tomen,are trees of delight to GOD him- 


ſclfe,and he is noching lefle pleaſed with them, than his people 
arc 
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are benefited by them. And ſothe Apoſtle faith, they pleaſe 

God in all things , which are fruitfwll in all goodworkes, Ando Colc,ro 
doth Chrilt ſpeake of his Church, and che members thereof in 

Salomm: longs : My ſiſter my fpouſe,ts as a gard:nineloſed , Thy Cant 4,tz 
plantes are a4 an orchard of Pomegrane:s , with ſweete finits, as 1354 
Camphire, Sprkenard ani Saffron,Calamm, and Cinamon ,with all 

trees of Incenſe, Myrrbe,and Aloes with all the chiefe fpicer,Burif 

thou be frunleſſe, thou art vo:d of righteouſnes, and fo deſli. 

tutc of Gods fauour,and thine owne (atety, For vnfruitful trees 

hath GOD marked outto bee hewn down for firewood. But 

worſc arcthey,by farre,and in more dangerous caſe,that bring Math-3,19 
foorth too much fruir , but icis of the fleſh, andto the fleſh, 

works of pride,works of cruclty, curſed blaſphemy and (wea- 
ring,notoricus riot,and vnathrittines, drunkennes,filthines,c 6+ 

rempe of Magiſtrates, contempt of Miniſters , contempt of 
preaching,and malice againſt all godly Chriſtians, Them vive is ;, ; 
the vine of Sodom, and of the vines of Gomorah : they grapes are "ſis ©3236 
grapes of gall, their cluſters bee bitter , Their wine ts thepoyſon of 
Dragons aud the cruell gall of aſpes. 

Reproofe of them that makelciTe accoit of theſe trees of life, 2 
then of a thorny hedge,then of nettles, then of moſt vnſauory 
weeds, then of plants that bring foorth deadly poiſon. They dis 
taſte no men ſo much as good men , & the bertee they are,the 
worſe they like them. leremy came & offered his fruitto a peo- 
ple that ſtood in great need to cate of the tree of life: for they 
were ready ro periſh with death . But they praQiiſed to aboliſh 
that fruit which wasoffered fortheir preſervation,and to take a- 
way hislife,which ſought toſauc theirs. For ſo hath the Lord 
declared their conſpiracy : Let vs deſtroy the tree with the fruit 
therof,c> ent bum ont of the land of the lming that his name may be 
no more in memory , Which almolt of all the Prophets ſped bet- 
ter? How much more fauorably was Pax! dealt with? And cſpe- 
cially Chriſt Teſus,the very tree of life,and Lord of life, & lite it 
ſelf, whom all che reſt did but reſemble? His perfeRt fruitthey 
trampled on,& laboured to dig him vp by the root. And fo they 
dealt (hl with his me(Tengers and ſcruants , not making vie of 
their company, but abhorringit:notdeliring to be partakers of 
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their knowledge , and wildome , and other graces, buc to lup- 
preſſe them, 

He that winmeth ſoules # wiſe,c4c. Itisthe note ofa wiſe man, 
to ſhew mercy to mens ſoules, Fuoles cannotealily find our the 
malady of bn; fooles faile of all expericnce of good medicines 
that may cure a fintul heart;fooles fecle nor the burthen of their 
owneiniquities,and therfore cannot be compaſſionate towards 
othersfor theirs. Only wiſdome doth ſhew the diſealc,and the 
remedy,and mcueth mens hearts in pity to helpe them that are 
infected with it . That which Salomon profcileth to be true of 
himſclfe,is alſo verificd of euery good man in his meaſure;7 be 
more wiſe Eccleſiaſtes was, ths more be taught the people knowle dge, 
Androconucre it the ather way : the morcany man tcacherh 
thc people knou I:dge,the more wile he is, 

Fiſt, he performeth an acceptable ſeruice to God,which no 
foole cancucrdo. Heisa diligentand profitable husbandman 
for feeding, weeding, and barveſt worke,Heis a valiant & skil= 
ful ſouldier to diſcomfit Satan his ſtrongeſt enemy ; to win his 
holds from him, and to reſcuc his ſpoilc and captives out of his 
hand. Yea notonly toſet hispriſoners at liberty, but to win a- 
way the hearts of his owne ſouldiers , that they ſhall both for- 
fake him, and (et themſelucs in battel againſt him, 

Secondly,he isvery provident for his owne good,and prepa« 
retha bleſſed reward for him(ſclfe, againſt the appearance of Ie- 
ſus Chri,And of ſuch men,and of that Rate, ſpeaketh the Pro- 
phet Danicl:7bey that make men wiſe,ſnall ſhine as the brightnes of 
the _— : and they that turne many torighteonſnes, ſhall ſhine 
as the flarres, for eucr and ener. 

Incouragement to gaine mens ſoules to God, and (aluation to 
mens ſoulcs,though we ſhould loſe that 1king and fauor which 
was wont tobe ſhewed toour fſclucs. What though we betcar- 
med bulic fooles for ourI:5our?doth not God cleare vs , & lay 
that we are wiſc men, and wel exerciſed 2 What though we be 
cenſured for Gly creatures,that make our frieds to be our focs? 
doth not God commend vs for our good providence in making 
himto be our friend ? What though we dlraw vpon our ſelucs 
contempt,diſplcaſure,aud perſecution trom wicked perſons for 
the 
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the preſent ? doth not Godtell vs that we ſhall obtaine glory, 
and fauour,and peace at his hands for cuermore hereafter zThe 
godly cteeme vs to be wiſe;the holy Scrigturcs pronounce vs 
to be wilc ; our reward in time will ſhew vs to be wile : and ſhall 
the reproach of fooliſh men diſcouragevs tromour wiſdome? 
Terror for them that corrupt mens toules, and labour with all 
their might to keepe men from comming to God. Irisa bleſled 
calliog co be a filher for God,as Perer was,and to catch men with 
the nct of the word : but.of al trades itis the worll tofiſh for Sa- 
tans eurne,and to kill men with the baites of linne, Therefore is 
the calc of che diuell che moſt miſerable of al creatures, becauſe 
hc hath done more miſchicte this way then al there(t, And that 
cauſcth the Lord (o grieuoully to threatethe fall Prophets that 
kept men tromrepentance : and the faile Apoſtles that hindred 
the work of the Goſpel : and Elymai,and any that hauec ſoughe 
to perucrt mens harts,or bebauiour.Ir is notſafe todeprauc the 
Miniftcry,to weaken the power of it. le isnot ſafe tointice men 
to Popery and ſuperſtition. It isnot ſafe to perſwad men to pro 
phanenellec and negle& of Gods worſhip, Ithe naturall Serpent 
being but a bea(t was ſo plagued for being an inſtrument of $a- 
tan ynknowingly , and without defire to bring the woman into 
fin:what ſhal become of them that apply their wit, and congue, 
and hcart,and whatſocuer they can,to doe him (cruice herein? 


Verſe 31. Behold, the righteona ſhall be recompenced on earth: 
bow much more the wicked and the ſinner. 


He matter which he is about to ſpeake of, is both certaine & 
waighty , and ſuchas concerneth cuery man tolooketo in 
regard of his owne caſe: and therefore he prefixeth this word, 
Bebold;o moue alto (crious conlideration of that which isto be 
ſaid. And chat is firſt touching the godly,that they muſt be cor« 
reed for their faults,when - oltcnd,cuenin ſuch maner and 
meaſure as holdeth ſome proportion with their offences, 
though not1in equality,for then who ſhould be able toabide it? 
The word recompencethereforc in thisplace is nottaken for re» 
vengement,or puniſhmene _— from Gods iadignat _ 
2 ut 


8 PROVERBS. Chap.11 


but a louing chaſtiſcment,though itbe ſharpe according to the 
threatning of parents totheir children , whom they be tar from 
hating,or hucting:I wil ſurcly pay you for this, And that it ſhold 
appeare that nothing is intended againſt themyfor the perill of 

their euerlaſting ſtate, there is alimitation annexed, that it is to 

be only in the carth.Next he ſhcweth che coditionof the wick- 
ed,that if the righteous ſcapenot ſcotfree, they mult in'no ſore 

be (pared, but feele more heauy & fearful puniſhments, though 

not in thecarth, yet inthe world to come. 

Daft The be(t muſt looke for [tripes,if they wil take l1berty to finne 
_ againſt God. True it is thatthe Lord taketh not aduitage of in- 
firmities,he paſleth by the, he winketh at them,he ſmiterth noe 

his children for them:but whe they grow too boldyhe wil nur- 

ture & awe them with correction, In this ſenſe he may be ſaid to 

be no reſpeRer of perſons, that as he will not endure the ſinful 

neſle of the wicked, though they be neuer {o great:ſo he wil not 
allow of the fins of the godly,though they be never fo good, 

The vertues that men bhauc,doe not warrant them to fall into a« 

ny vice : their religion and graces doe nor priviledge them to 

do thoſe things which are vnſcemly for religicus and gracicus 

perſons to practiſe, Few points are morefully confirmed by ma- 

nifeſt proofes then this . The Scriptures propoſe many exam- 

PR earces haue heard many reports, ourcies doe daily be- 

old many preſidents for this purpoſe,and they that wil not be 

perſwaded by theſe, ſhal find ir true by experiece in themſelues. 

What dolcful complaints doththe Church make cuery where in 

Lam.r. +8, 20 the Lamentations of Jeremy ? Behold,O Lord, bow I am troubled 
TY bowel: ſwell. mine heart is turned within me , for | am full of hea- 
wineſſe; the Lords ſword ſpoileth abroad , as death doth at home. 

The Lord ts righteous; for I haue rebelled againſt his commande- 

Ifay 64.9.10 ment. How lamentably do the godly bemonethem(clues, and 
* © the ſlate ofthe Churchyin the prophecy of Eſainh 7 Be nor ang - 

17,0 Lord, abowe mea[nre , neither remember iniquity for eney : loe 

we beſeech thee bebold , wee are all thy people , Thine holy cities he 

waſte; Zion is 4 Wildernes,and leruſalem a deſert . Ti he bowſe of our 
ſanttnuarie , andof onr glory, where our father! praiſed thee, i burnt 


vp with fire, and al onr ple aſant things are waſted. ln what patheti- 
call 
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call manner doth the Prophet expreſſe the burden of his affli- 
Rions,in the booke of the Plalms? Thire arrower bane light wy- 
oume,and thine hand heth vpon me , There ts nothing ſound in my 
fle(b,becauſe of thme anger: neither us there reſt 1n my | Laney fa. 
of my ſinne, 

F.r{t, God herein reſpeReth his owne glory, who wil have his | 
people to know,that he doth look for ſervice attheir hands, If $64/9%7 1. 
they pertormeit willingly they ſhal not faile ro be rewarded for 
it:butif they grow careletle & negligent ro obey him, they ſhall 
be driue vnto it by compultion. This was that which made both 
Moſer and leremie beſtir them , when God ſhewed his anger to 
the one, and threatned to deſtroy the other , for being fo Cacke= 
ward ro vndertake their miniſtery:Ex0.4,14. Icr.1, 17, And the 
wicked ſhal ſee by this , that he isncither remiſſe toward al,nor 
partiall to any, when his commandement 1s not regarded, This 
ſecmeth to be one cauſe, why the Prophet that came co Bethel, 

& failed to fulfil that which was given him in charge, was ſo ſe. 
uerely handled, He told [eroboam , that God had ftraightly for- 
bidJen him cither toeatcor to drinke in thatcity,& yet /erobo- 
am might heare that hee had both caten and drunken in the 
houſe of an other Prophet there, for which cauſe the Lord ſent 
a Lion to kil bim, that it might be knowne to [eroboam and 0- 
thers, how dangerous it wasfor any todiſobey his word, 1Reg.13 

Sccondly, he reſpeerh their good , though it might ſcemeto * 
be better for them if they were wholly freed from all manner of 
troubles and crofles. How wanton, how froward, how Rubhorne 
would children be?Into what perils would they caſt them(cſues, 
if they ſhould be altogether exempted from the rod?They could 
neuer feele the comfort of their parents favour , vnleiſe they 
ſometimes found the ſmart of their diſpleaſure. And fo are the 
ſtripes and chaſtiſements of God asneedfull euery way to al his 
ſonnes anddaughters. They make vs the more carctull ro be- 
ware of euil : they helpe vs to repentance when we haue fallne 
into eui!:they confirme the lone of our heauen]y father towards 
Vs;they be occaſions of his holineſſe in vs : They bring the quiet Feb.12,4, 10 
fruit of rightcouſnes ynto vs, Finally to knit vpalin few words; 11 
wearetherfore recompenced with afflitions inthe eartogthar 


we ſho{d not be puniſhed with deſtrution in hel, but rewarded 
P 3 with. 


Pſal 38,2,3 
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with eucrlaſting glory in heaucn . And this the Apoſtle ſhewerh + 

to be the cauſe why God ſcourgeth vs, When we ave mdged,(aith 

1,.Cor.11.32 hegvee are chaſtued of the Lord , that wee (bonld not be condemned 
with the world. 

Plex Admonition to eutry one that fcareth God to looke well to 

EY his heare and waics,that he retaine the feare of God conſtanalic, 

& not be venturous to do any thing that may uffend him. The 

Lord hateth finne as wel inthe godly as in the wicked, and vill 

ſooner (mite the godly for his in , thenthe wicked, thoughnor 

ſo gricuouſlic , Anexample hereof was alreadic ſhewne inthe 

prophet] ainc as he was going fro Bethel, /eroboams tranſgrel- 

ſions were begun long before the fault that hee commirted, and 

yctthe ſtroke came vpon him for his fault long before the de» 

+ Afiructionof lereboam and his houſe. Andletno man ſay,lam 

lafe, becauſe I am ſureto be ſaucd ; he may fall into great miſery 

1n this life chogh he be in ſtatc of happines forthe life ro come. 

Freedome from perdition doth not free men from al maner of 

puniſhments. What plague beſides deſtrution can Chriſtians 

{ay,we ſhall certainly eſcape , voleſle they be ſureto eſcape ſuch 

ſinnes as may prouoke God to plague them ? The Magiſtrate 

bath many puniſhments for offeders beſides death,as the (tocks, 

the goalc, the whip,the pillary, &c, and God hath more iudge- 

ments belides damnatio,as cuery man may hearc by the threat- 

nings,and {ce by the execution, & fecle by the burden of them. 

D axid was as ſafe from being condemned, as Satan is out of al 

Pſal.32.4.and hope to be redeemed, & yet his calamitics made him to groane, 

51.8, and cric,and roare,as he ſaith, His bloud was dried vp,his moy- 

ſture was like the draught of ſommer , His torment was as great 

as if his boncs had beene broken. And asa man ſhould take in- 

couragement by ought that is in himſelfe,to dothat which is diſ- 

leaſing to theLord,ſo is there no care to be had that we be not 

cd by the examples of other men , to doc any thing which the 

word doth not allow.Some hereby take liberty for breach of the 

Sabbath , ſamefor gaming, ſome for one thing, ſome another, 

Good men,(ay they,vſc theſe things, and why then may not we 

a'{o!Butit is no part of their goodnefſle, ſay wee, and then why 

ſhould you follow them thereinat al? TheirpraRiſe leadeth you 

to they c fats, butcan it preſeruc you or thelclus from the re- 

; ward 
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ward thereof?The queſtion is not therefore who they be that do 
it,but with what warrant,and how well they arclike ro (peed for 
their duing. 
Conlolations in aſflitions, that they diſable vs notfrom be. 
ing rightcous,though they be compenſarionsot lins for which 
we are not yet ſufficiently humbled, We (hal adde to our owne 
ſorrowes,and needlelly increaſc the weight of our burdens, if we 
condemne Gur ſlate, becauſc the Lord corredteth vs forour 
faules;if we relinquiſh our hope of happinetſc in heauen, becauſe 
weaterecompenced with iudgements on carth: it is allotted by 
Godto the beſt of his ſeruants how to he dealt with. 


How mach more,e. Eucry wicked mans (tate is worſe then DgF7, 


any godly manscan be. Take the molt proſperous of them all, 
euen ſuchas the Prophet ſpeaketh of chat bane not aknottotheir 
death, but the web of their hife from the wombe to the grave, 
hathrun with euca threed both in warpe & woofe without any 
breach, & lcr him be compared with a Chriſtian that never ſaw 
merry day touching outwardthings,and he ſhal be found to be 
a miſcrable forlorne caititte, inrelpeRof this poore ſeruant of 
God. And indeed the tribulations and affliftionsof good men 
do not bring them behind the wicked,but ſhew that the plagus 
and puniſhments of the wicked are yet behind, That reaſon our 
Sauiour vcd tothe women that lamented him as an vnforcunat 
man,and one forſaken of God: Weepe not for me,faith he, but 
weep for your ſeluer, and your children, For if theſe things be done to 

agrene tree , what ſhall be done to the drie? This reaſon the Pro- 

phet /ererne vicd to Gentiles bordering vpon Iudah, which 

thought that plagues had only belonged to the Church, Lee, 


begin roplague the citis, where my name is called vpen , and ſtould lcrem, 25. 3, 


Jon goe free? yee ſhall not gee quite, for [ wil call for a ſword 2pon all 
the mhbabitants pl the eartb,(aub the Lord of he.'tes. 

And this reaſon $, Peter vſcth againſt all impious and Gnfull 
perſons: The time is that indgement muſt beginat the houſe of God, 
If it firſt begin at vs,what ſvallthe end be of them that ebey no; the 


Goſpell of God ? And if the righteous ſcarcely be [awed , where ſpall 1,Pcr.a,r7, 


the vngolly and the ſinner appearet 


Firlt,thefauourand zoodneſſe of the Lorddotl: corre the goy/gyy x, 


one part,and that for their greateſt good and happines; and his 
Wrath 


Luk,23.:8.zr 


Fſer, 
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wrath and vengeance doth purſue the other, and that for their 
greateſt hurt and milery, 

Secondly,the death & (ſufferings of Teſus Chriſt have drurk 
vp the vengeance and curſe of che aftliRions of che one part, ſo 
that now there is nothing in them, but that which is medicina- 
ble and wholeſome, And Gods iudgements,with their owr.e 
ſinfulnes have put ating into the troubles of the other, ſo that 
all chatis in chem is pcltiferous and deadly, 

Thirdly for the one part,the Lord knoweth what their irEgth 
is,and therefore wil lay no more ypon them,then they are well 
ablc to beare:and for the other, he knoweth what their waics be, 
and will preſſe them wich as muchas they haue dc ſerucd. 

Fourthly,thc one part vadergo temporary tribulations here 
incarth,and al their ſutfrings wil end with their hte: & the other 
ſhall ſuffer eccrnall paincs in hell, and all their tormencs ſhal be- 
gin at their death, 

Inftrution not to bediſtempered,or diſcouraged attheirin- 
ſulrggions ouer vs in our troubles . They clap their hands and 
— toſee vs beatcn atour fathers hands, or inthe 
ſchoolc:letthem mocke on;& take their courle, the othcer is ar 
cheir back to apprehed the , we ſhal [ce thE fit in the ſtocks: we 
ſhalt{cechem geiued with bolts vpon their hecles : we ſhall ſee 
them arraigned as malefaRtors:we ſhall (cethem condemned & 
executed as traytors againſt che Maieſtic of God. And as there is 
no cauſe why wee ſhould bce troubled at their infolevcy, fo is 
thereno reaſon why we ſbould be mooucd at their proſperity, 
We ſhould make our ſclues more miſcrable then we are : if we 
ſhould like our ownecaſc the worle , becaule they deride vs,& 
we ſhouldiudge them more happy then they be, it wee ſhould 
think their ſtate the beeter, becauſe they applaud thelclues, Let 
vsin compalhon pitty the particulars, & pray for them,bur ne 
uer eſtcemetheir condition ſo comfortable,as to wiſh it for our 
ſclucs,orto grudge it tothem., And becauſe ourcyes are much 
dazcled with externall ſhewes of things preſcat,the holy Ghoft 


Pro.23.16,20. doth giue vs a caucart to take heed of the ſame: Fret not thy ſelf 


becanſe of the malitions nenher be ennrong at the wicked. For there 
ſhallbe none end of plagues to the emliman : the light of the wicked 
ſhalbe put ont. AN 
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AN EXPOSITIO 
OF THE TWELFTH CHAP- 
TER OF THE PROVERBS. 


. (CHAPTER N[[. 


Fl Verle x. Hethat loneth correttion lonetb knowledge : but be thas 
e bateth correftion,ss brutiſh, 

Js 

T- FEET E that loveth infliryftion,) Which doth ap- 
ce | ply himſelfe ro fecke it, by thoſe mcanes 
& | which arc ordainedof God for his people 
18 | | to be inflruted by,and accepteth & maketh 
is vſc of it, when it is offered to him, be lowerb 
LY. ; 52 krowledge,that is, hath itin duceftimation, 
we oz = and trucly dcfircth it, and therefore ſhall al- 
,& ſo accordingly obtaine it. But be that hateth correftion, which 
uld refuſeth al inſtruRtion, but eſpecially willnot indure to berepro- . 
Let ucd,or correfted, be is brmtiſs,a beaſt in a mans ſhape, afoole in a 
nc= high degree of folly,botli for an ignorant minde and rude beha-» 
our uiour,and wretched condition, 

uch Euery mans defire of grace and faluation, may be tried by his Do#.r. 
oft aftc tion to tie meanes thereof, He that is diligent in ſceking, is 


(eff | willing rofigd, as bethat ſetteth himſe!fe to make ſpeedein his 

here way,bath a mind to his icurries end. So the Lord ſpeaketh of 

cked* | + the 70d! y in oneplace of [ſarah that they ſhall ſay : Come, let ws Tai,2.3, 

AN | go-vp eo the mowntaine of the houſe of the Lord, that be may teach 
Q_ OT 


WEEKS 


I(ai.26-8.9, 


Reaſons. 1. 


CAR 
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vs bus wares and we maywalk in bis paths, And ſo the godly ſpcake 
to the Lordin another place of Iaiah:The deſire of our ſouls i to 
thy name,and ro the remembrance of thee, With my ſoule bane [ deſi 
red thee inthe night, andwih mp ſpirit within me will I ſcths thee in 
the morning. 

Firſt, the ſame ſpirit that draweth men to liking of the one, 
doth allo worke a loue of the other: for both are wrought by che 
Holy Ghoſt, 

Secondly, all the ordinances of God for mans ſaluation are 
contrary to ficſh and blood, and therefore no man can take anic 
dclight in them furcher then he looketh to the end, and is re- 
freſhed with comfertable ets um the way. 

Thirdly no man can delire the holy knowledge of God with 
euch and feruency,vnlefſc he have had ſometalte of the fruitof 
it,& hethathath caſted of the fruitghath profited by the meanes, 
and he that hath profited by the meanes,will loue them cuer af- 
terwards. They that finde the comfort of lite, haue formerly felt 
the benific of food: and they that are deſirous to continue their 
life, are not vnwilling to receive their foode:and they that hun- 
ger after foode,for the continuance of lite, hauc allo an appetice 
to itia regard of thereliſh. 

Refutation of their boaltings, that goe beforcall in (peaking 
of their delire and forwardnes to pleaſe God, and be ſaucd, and 
come behinde cucry one,in ſhewing any good notes of ic. They 
make cheir mouches and not their hearts, the principall ſcar of 
their louc : and hkewiſc their words, and not their deedes,ctheir 

onely arguments do proue that they doe loue. Itis very burde- 
nous for them to live conftantly ynderafaithfull Miniftery. E- 
ucry godly ſermon is tedious rothem; for length, if it bee not 
ended within the houre : for the manner, if it ſauour not of hu- 
mane wit and cloquence;forthe matter if it be wholcſeme,and 
lively,and come home tothe rcbuking of any ſinne,which they 
arc notminded toforſake. And yet they would.haue vs all to 
know,that none ate better friendsthen theytoknowledge, And 
yet they muſt giue vs leaue againe to tellthern that euery friend 
of knowledge is better affected then they are, to inftruRion, 

Conſlolationto them that thinke itno paines to be p_ in 

, labour 
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labouring for the bread of life. They feele not,they fay,theloue 
of the word of God, the deſire of faith and care of repentance, 
&c, Butfrom whence proceedeth that 2 is it not hence, thatthey 
are greedy and couetous of getting abundance of louc and de- 
ſire, and therefore they thinke that which they haueto bee no- 
thing in compariſon of that which they would hauc. But theſe 
men mult be well confured:their troubles,their attention, their 
meditations,their pains,their reading,their queſtions, their con- 
ference, theirioy in Chriſtian company, Heie diligence in all 
good cxerciſes with willingnes, doth manifcftly ſhew the error 
of their doubts and feares. But may not an hypocrite doall theſe 
things,and yet haue no touch in him? But may an hypocrite do 
all theſe things in good earneſt with refiſtance of hypocriſic? 
May an hypocrite continue an hypocrite, and yet bewailc his 
want of (incerity in the preſence of God alone, with premiſc,and 
purpoſe to performe every ſervice more fincerely, if poſſibly by 
any meancs he may be able?It was an argument wherewith D«- 
wid confirmed his owne hart in aſſurance that he cruly loucd the 
Lord,and vnfainedly ſought his owne ſaluatjon, becaulc he lo- 
ved thelaw of the Lord,meditated in his word,and kept his pre« 
cepts.And /obtaketh it for aſure cffeRof his vprightnes, thathe 
had nordeparted from the commandementes of Gods lips, bur 
eſteemed the words of his mouth more then his appointed 
foode. 

I: bratifh,c4c. They that wil not be ſchooled of God to learne 
Chriſtian knowledge,arc no better than if they had no manner 
of knowledge. They are not all children that hate this kinde of 
correQion:they are not all naturals : they are not all ideors,but 
they arcall ſtarke fooles, Then many haue been fooles, and yet 
learned Philoſophers: and many haue bin fooles, and yet de 
Politicians:and many haue bin fooles,and yet cucry way _ . 
ly wiſe men. This doth God charge vpon ihe multicude, the 


greater number of a whole people : They are a nation vide of De-32.28,29, 


connſell, neither is there any vnderſlandmng in them. Ob that they 
woerewiſe:tben ——_ underſtand this, they would confider their 


latter end, Yea the wittieſt of them are ſorcputedin the pro- 


. phecyof leremy : Ady people is fooliſh, they bane not knowen me; ICrem.4.23s 
| - "_/ 


they 


Dot. 


Reaſon 1. 


Terem.8$.9. 
2 


we 


2, The 1.8, 


Vſe.r. 
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they are fooliſh children and hane nene underſtanding : they are wiſe 
to do enill,but to dowell they hawe no knowleage, 

Fir(t,their carnal wiſedorne is altogether vnſufficient to make 
them ſcruiccable tro God, or any thing which chey doe to be ac- 
ceptable yncohim,andit ſandeth them in noſtcad for their cre. 
dit Forthole which be vile in his cics, ſhall in time be baſe in the 
ſight of men:and the puniſhment of their folly in the end, (hall 
make it appear they were fools all the time before. Of this point 
ſpeaketh the Prophet: The wiſemen are aſhamed, they are afraide 
andtaken {8 they bawereiefted the word of the Lord, and what wiſe- 
dowe ts in them? 

Sccondly,their carnall wiſcdome can neither preſerve them 
from derh,nor prepare them todie bletſedly,It cannot ſtay their 
life from going,neither can ir ſtup the curſe from comming. 

Thirdly it cannot deliver them from damnation in the world 
to come, but rather increaſe the gricuouſnes of their punithmer 
Ir hath kept pollcfſion againtt his holy vnderſtanding, it hath 
made them vncapable of all good inſ{truftions:it hath made the 
impatient of any rebuke:it hath held them in 1gnorance and dil- 
obedience all their life, and ſee what their ignorance will bring 

them vnto after their owne death : The Lord leſws ſbal ſhew bins- 
felfe from heanenwith bis mighty Angels in flaming fire, rendring 
vengeance tothe that know not God, which 8 bey not the Goſpelto f 
onr Lord leſus Chriſt, Now lay all theſe things together,and (ee 
wherin any manis bettred by any knowledge or wiſedom which 
is ioyned with contempt of grace.Doth he think to pleaſe God 
the better?the more is he offended, Doth he hope to win cre+ 
dirby it?it wil bring him to ſhame. Would he haucit to keep him , 
from troubles?iewill draw him into them. His death is made the 
more vncomfortable and bittcr, and his deſtruQtion following 
much morc horrible and fearful], | 
Admonitions to take heed that we conform not our opinions 
to the tudgeient of the world, for that is diretly contrary to 
the teſtimony of God. Carnall reaſon, and fturdy affetions, 
and vnbridcled tongues ſay,that they are fooles which will di- 
gelt reproofes and checks,and ſufterthem(clues to be cenſured, 
but the heauenly wiſedoine and divine truth, the ſacred (crip- * 
eurcs 


'S 
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tures ſay,that they are wiſe which hark& to the rebukes of Gods 

holy word : and foules as bad. as beaſts that deſpiſe them, Ob, 

But men will laugh at our (implicity, it we (it down by (uch in- 
dignitics, Reſp.But GOD will laugh at our milcrics if we quarrel] ©708-2.26, 
with admonitions and counſels,when he youchſafeth chem vato 

"vs, 


Verſe2, A good man geiteth fanony of the Lord:but a man of 
wiched imagination will he condemue, 


Gool man,which ſetteth his heart co deviſe of goodnes,and 

performerh theſamein practile, griterh fanonr of the Lord, 
that is,inioyeth the alJurance and comtort of his louing kindnes 
in his ſoule,and the good effects thereof both in foule and body, 
and cuery other way, 5nt 4 man of wicked imaginations,C5e. It is 
the deſcription of a wicked man by a pcriphralzs, that he is asit 
were made of linfull thoughts, and purpoles, and is ia the midſt 
of them. 

A good man may ſomtimes haue euill imaginations,as Daxid 
had to deſtroy the whole houſe of Naba/,but ic was the imagina- 
tion of the man,and he was not a man of (uch imagizations. Hee 
will condemme &c, The diſpleaſure of God againlt him is decla« 
rcd by the effeR, bee will conuince him, and Ende him guilty, 
that is, paſſe ſentence vpon him,and cauſe execution to be done 
accordingly.Thus then (tandeth the oppolition 2 A good man 
of godly meditations getteth fauour of the Lord, who thereiure 
will ſauce him;bur an cuill man-of wicked imaginations, incure 
reth che difpleaſureobthe Lord, who cherefarc-will copdemne 
him, | 

A man can no way be made ſo happy as by becing in Gods Dott.1, 
fauour.It any other thing were betterthen this, it would here be 
natned;for his purpoſc isco projuile 83d performthe bu it.Good 
men do ferttheir wits on work tqafint eheway yherty they may 
moſt pleaſe him,and he doth ſet his wiſedom oa work to frame 
a recompence that may belt pleaſure them, 

What account Daxid and others made of the fauor of God, is 

- fhewedindiuers places of thePialmes,as whenthey break _ 
Q 
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{> earneſtſyinto prayer, md redouble their petition, Tarne v7 4- 
gaine O Loyd God of hoſt r: cauſe thy face to ſhine vpon vi, andwee 
Pſal 30.19 ſoall be ſaued. That is, helpe vs out of our captivity : reſtore ys to 
*** the placeand meanes of thy worſhiptlet vs feele the teftimonics 
of thy louc,and our tate will be ble(Ted and happy.So where the 
ſame is acknowledged with thankfulneſſe. Thy lowing kizdxes i ? 
better then life: therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee, Neither is this 
only Damd: teſtimony, or feeling, or cftimation of Gods loue 
towards him, but many others hauemadeſuch precious account 
thereof, as that they indured the lotle of all their ſubſtance, and 
liberty,and life itſclfe,and that with bitter paines and torment, 
, rather then they would do any thing that might mouc the Lord 
Heb.11-36:37 to be angry with them, 
Reaſe Firſt, regard of the rarencs of it,it is a lower which groweth 

% T. onlyin Gods own garden. [tis a priuiledge and freedome pecus 
liarand properto the children of God :the Lord ncuer giueth 
good countenance toa wicked perſon, his anger is cucrmore to- 
wards (inners:whercas in all carthly cthings,they are commoners 
with ys,and commonly haue che greater ſhare. It is therefore the 
more precious, becaule it is but for few, and thoſc thereby both 
made and declared to be excellcnt,hauing no vaworthy perſon 
of their company to diſgrace them. 

Secondly,in regard of the continuance of it,ie is not wornout 
by time, it vaniſheth not awayiit isncuer taken from them, vpon 
whom itis beſtowed. Their faults may cauſe it to be hid from 
them for a ſeaſon(as Dawid fele by wofull expericnce,when hee 
had commitrecd that gricuous finne of murder and adultcry)bue 
loftit cannot be,nor long concealed;for it willwork in them the 
grace of humiliation, that they may behold it to their ivy and 
comfort. 

b Thirdly,in regard of thoſe fingular good cffefts wherewith ir 
is alwaics accompanied,whar is defireable here in this world,that 
it will not yceld ynto vs ? And what happineſlc 1s there in the 
world to come;that it will not aduance vs vnto? 

Defence from enemics,and ſafcty from dangers euery creature 
ſecketh after,and this doth Gods goodneſle bring to every one 


Palm. 5.12, that is godly, Then Lerd( (aith Dawd } wilt blefſe the __ | 


Pſal.63.3. 
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and with fanonr wilt compaſſe bim, 4s with aſriet, 

Gladneſle of heart,& comfort is chat which euery man much 
affeQeth,and this'is the loue and faveur of God doth miniſter to 
all thoſethat be partakers of it. And this doth; David alſo Pros 


» fcflc higaſclfe to haue experience of, andthertore preferreth the 


louing countenance of the Lord beforc all the commoditics 3nd 
pleaſures which worldly men ſo much long after, Afany ſay, who 
will ſhew Vs Any good, but Lord lift Up the light of tby Comnitenance 


wvpon vs, Thou baſt giner me more 109 of heart, then they haxe bad, Pſalm, 4. 6. 7. 


when their rheat and their wie did abound. It isneedlcile to rec- 
knn vporher things, fithence theſufficiencic of all good things 
is inferred by thefe, otherwiſe there were not (15 much ſafety, 
neither would there be fo great ioy and gladnclle, 


Inſtrution,that our chicte care and indeauour beto pleaſe the Pe x, 


Lord,ſecing that ſo great a benefit proceedeth froir. Euery one 
of his ſcruants hath great wages in hand,if he had nothing clſe 
duthis Maſtcrs good will, lt is ſaid of all others chat men cane» 
nor live by their faire ſpeeches, and good countenance; but let 
Godlooke cheerfully vppon vs,and ſpeake comfortably to ys, 
andſurewe are thatwe arcin no want, Our preſent pay is better 
pn then any mortall creature can raiſe vs vp to,though 

were the moft mighty monarch: on the carth, beſides all that 
remaineth for the time to come, eſpecially when we ſhall haue 
ſoncere acceſſe to the preſence of our heavenly father, wherein 


15the fulnelle of ioy ; and at whoſe righthand there arc plca+ Pſalm.r6.1z, 


ſurcs for cucrmore. 

Conſolation to them that haue receiued yndoubted teftimo- 
nies of the fauor of God. Bleſſed are they preſently,though men 
diſcerne not how happy they are made byit : but more bletled 
ſhall all the world behold them to be atthat great day, and glo- 
rious appearance of our Lord Icfus Chriſt. The conſideration of 
the terror that will be at that time, made S.Pau himſelfe to la- 
bour, thatboth in life and death he might be acceptable to 
him, as knowing that meſt featcefullis their (tate whom he (hall 
then be diſpleafed with : and thriſc happy beyord ail that mor= 
tall mans thought can comprehend,to whom he then ſhall de- 
clarchis kindnelle,Bur in che meanc time,ſay lome,they be wn" 

LE: 2 I. ligne 


2,Cor. 5.5, 
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l;oncd and mol-ſted more then any, 8 none haue (0 many cne- 
mics as they, But who knoweth whether Gods fauour may not 
make men fauorable rorhe?ltis (laid that when the wajcs of a mi 
plcaſc the Lord, he wi! make allo his encmies at peace with him, 
Pros.15.7. Oritthey be implacable, and might; alfo, yer chis 
is the comfort of the faithfull, that God himiclte will ouct live 
them,and his might will ouermatch them, & bis loving kindacs 
will bee excrciſed dayly, as Daw told that bragging Doeg; 
Plalm.s 2.1. 

The man of wicked im1ginations,e. The Lord doth not onely 
proceed againftthe wicked for their vngodly ations, but for 
finfull choughts and purpoſes, But the proſecution of this point 
we releruc forthe fix and ewentith verſe of the fifteenth chapter, 
whcre it is ſaid that the thoughts of the wicked are abomination 


tothe Lord. 


Verl.3. A max cannot be eſtabliſped by wickedner; but the recte 
of the righteous cannot be moned, 


Infulnefſe may ſcemto ſerue a mans turne, butin the end it 

ſhall appearc it neuer did him good. For howlocuer it is an 
6ccalion of lifting many mE vp an hic in proſperity, yetit giueth 
them no ſure footing in heir ſtate, bur down they fall, and then 
it had been berterfor them to haue ſtood ſtill on the ground. 
Wickcd men ofter grow greater,and faſter then others, but their 
ſetling is not ſofaſt and hrme, as the orher partſheweth, The 
righteous though they he not fo tall and ſpreading vpwards, yet 
they take roorc the ſtronger downwards : and though their 
boughes be ſhaken abouc, yet that will not looſen bis hold be- 
neath.This is the oppoſition, The vngodly ſhall not be eſtabli. 
ſhcd by wickednes, but his root ſhall be plucked vpzbur therigh- 
tcous ſhall be eſtabliſhed by godlincs, and his root ſhall not be 
moued, 

They ſhall miſle of their expeAation, that hope to ſuccour 
themſelues by linning. They apply a venemous plaſter totheir 


ſore:they drinke trong poyſon for a medicine: and they prop 


vp theirroofe with burning firebrands. But the holy Ghoſt di- 
| reteth 


head 


pm w oy 
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reeth every one of vstoa courledirefAly contrary tothisinthe 


booke of 1ob : If mygwity be in thine hand, put it farre away and let 1,1, x x 4 


no wichedneſſe dwel in thy tabernacle, Then truly ſhalt thou lift vp 
thy face with out ſpot ,and jhal; be ſtable, and (halt not feare. And he 
goth indent with them whom he will deliver from death and mi- 
ſery, that they ſhall confefle that their wickedneſſe could Ntand 
themin no ftead:/{f one ſay , | have (wmed, ard permeried righteouſ. 
nes,and it did not profit me, he will deliner his ſoule from going into the 
pit,and bs life ſhall ſee the light, lob, 3.27.28, 

Saul dealt very toohihly, in vndermining the foundation of 
his houſe by diſobedience, and the ſecking to hold ir vp by per- 
ſecuting of Dawid: And [rroboamdealtnotwiſcly , who{ when 
the Lord promiſed to build him a ſure houſe, as he builtro Da- 
#id,if he would keep his ſtarutes and commandements : as Daxid 
did) deviſed another tricke to confirme the kingdome to him- 
ſelfe and his poſterity, and that was by ſctting vp the idolatrous 
Calucsat Dan and Bethel. 


Firft, itisthe very proper effcof (inne to procure ruine,and Reaſons I, 


to bring mentoa downfall , And thereupon the Prophet Hoſea 
doth ground his exhorration : O /ſrael retwrne vnto the Lord thy 
Ged : for thou haſt ſaline by thine mmiquity, Hol. 14.2.Asif he ſhould 
have (aid, Let experience make you wile: neuertruſt to finne any 
more, ut ſceke vnto God : for looke what ſucceſſe you inde by 
your cuill waics now , theſamebe ſure of cucr: no man canſpecd 
by ſuch a bad meanes, 

Secondly, therifing , ſtanding, and falling of cuery man is in 
Gods owne hand, who alone ſctreth vp,and confirmeth, and ca- 
ſteth downeat his will , And how then can (inne yeeld any ftabi- 
lity to finners , which haue his wrath, and threatnings,and oath, 
and hand againſt chem?lt cannot draw kindacs from him, to aſ- 
fit chem in fauour. Force will be of noforce to compell toit by 
fearc, And wildome makes it impoſſible to intice him to itby 
craft, 

Thirdly,if men might hauc eſtabliſhment by wickednes, ma- 
ny abſurd and dangerous conſequents would follow vpon it. 


The cutſes of the Law would bee of ſmall cffeR : the molt Fnfull 


ſhifters would make their ſtatethe ſurct : and S.tan ſhould bee 
R come 


Vſe.r. 
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come their beneficial friend, whoſe ſoules are moſt peruerted by 
him. 

InftruRion,that foraſmuch as we may know that we ſhal loſe 
our labour in ſeckingany (infull helpes,that Gods diſpleaſure wil 
be increaſed,our miſery increaſed, our guiltinefſe increaſed, and, 
eucry thing increaſed that may increa(ſc our ſorrow and turnent; 
thatthercfore henceforth we deceive our ſelves no morein ex« 
peRing help at that which altogether rurneth to curhure, We 
weuld al ſtand as firm,and as impreguable caltles,but we make a 
q:ick ſand eur foiidation,& mud walsour (tone work, & (tubble 
and reedes our (tronge(t timber. It would grow toalarge volum if 
we ſhould relate the leuerall kindes of finnes whicre by we haue 
ſoughttoſerue our owre turnes, as falſchood in word bylying, 
falſhood in deed by (tealing,& deceitfulneſle of diners ſorts, flar- 
tery,couctouſneſſe, cruclty, hypocrifie, runnirg to witches : and 
whatnot? But many volumes arenot ablcto containe the parti- 
cular fats whereof we ſtand guilty,only Gods book , and that of 
our owne conſcience are capicious enough for them, Andthere- 
forc it is timefor vs to pul down our owne ruinovs building, lcaſt 
it fal downe ypon our heads,and make vsfaldowne to deſtruQi- 
on. For though it be too (light, and as weake as cobwebto be a 
couer ouet ys, yet itis very heauy,and as weighty as a mountaine 
topreſle vs vnder it. Let vs ſeriouſly cunfider,that whatſocueris 
offcnliue te God cannot be defenſiue for vs,and that v hich doth 
bring any perill cothe ſoule, cannever pofſibly bring lafety to 
ſtate or body. Away then from 6ur owne deuilſes, from al fleſhly && 
vnlawſull mcancs of helpe, andlet ys run with ſpecd to him that 
ncuer failed to ſuccour any that vnfainedly ſought help at his 
hands. And this may be our incouragement hereunto, that we go 
not ynſent,nor come ynbidden. His owne wil, his owne word cal. 
leth von ys with many promiſes for that purpoſe: If thou retarng 
go the Almighty, thou (halt bee built vp,and thou foalt put iniquity far 

om thy tabernacle. The Aimigbty hal be thy deſence, and s 6 foal 

axe plenty of ſluer . When other; are caſt downe thoy ſoalt (ay, ] aw 
hified vp : and God (ball [awe the bumble perſon, lob 22,2 3.2 5.29, 


Verſe, 


ferſe, 


_ Ferſe. 4. 
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Veiſe 4. A vertnous woman ts the crowne of her buiband : but 
ſne that mak:th him aſbamtd u a rottenneſſe im his bones, 


Vertuonus woman , which feareth God, and loueth her huſ. 
) hand,and is faithful in h<r calling, * aFrowne ro ber butband, 
fhe isfor his honour and credit, and conſequently for his profie 
and comfort. But ſhee that maketh him aamed,which either by 
her lewdnes and rudencſle,doth bring himinto contempe , or at 
Icaſt maketh him to hold downe his head,or by negligence, pride 
and waltſulnelſe doth weaken his cftate, and bringeth himto 
want, ſhe #4 rettenneſſe in bis boxes, that is, atormentand corra» 
ſinc to his heart, as grieuous as the ach of the bones,or corrupti- 
on of the marrow, which is more painfull and incurable then an 
vicerin the fleſh. The antithefts thus: A vertuous woman isthe 
crowne of her husband, and (o a great ioy and gladneſleto his 
heart: but a vicious woman is a ſhame to her husband , and asa 
rottenneſlc in his bones, 


No outwardthing inall the world is better then a good wife, Do. 


It isnot fo well with a rich man that hath his houſe tored with 
aboundance of wealth , as with a poore man that hath his houſe 
garniſhed with a Chriſtian wife ,ſo that hee be alſoa godly man, 
and afaichfull huzband. Bythis meanes hee may be made con- 
ſpicuous , though his ſtate and degree were otherwiſcobſcure: 
and itislawfull in this ſort for a meanc ſubicR, without diſloyal- 
ty to his Prince, to weare acrowne of good reputation andcre- 
dit. 1fthe valew and brightneſle of pearles and precious ſtones 
draw mens cycs to behold them that poſleſſe and weare themy 
much more will chis rich jewell, whoſe price and beauty exree- 
deth the belt of chem. For God himſclfe who ſeeth every ſort of 
thein,and cuery one of them,and knoweth their ſeuerall worths, 
and hath madethem all, he ſetteth a gracious wife at an higher 


ratethen any of them, and (aith ,cbat her price is farre abone Car- p, 3L.i6; 


bunc les. 


Firſt,they are very ſcarce and hard to come by , and therefore Reaſons. r, 
iis laid, Wbo ſhall finds 4 verinous woman? Thereare ncompa- Prouzt,to, 
« rably more wiucsthen God will praiſe for good wiucs, and more 


R232 maidcs 


Ac 
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maides and widowes then hee will commend -to good mento 
match with . As therefore thoſe that arc gracious are rare, ſo are 

they alſo the more remarkable, aiid lo they more adorne their 

husbands, If crownes were as commonly worne as hats,men 

would cſteeme of hats,as much as of crownes, 

Secondly , good wiuecs to godly mcnareall of the Lords pro-y 
viding, he made the match in mercy and fauour , and therefore 
the more to be regarded. He more immediatly declareth his louc 
i this,thenin beſlowing Jands,and livings, or any other goods 
or ſubſtance . So ſaith the Scripture : Houſe and riches are the in- 
beritance of the fathers : but a prudent wife commeth of the Lo1d; 
Prou.19.14. 

Thirdly, man hath more intereſt in his wife then he can hauc 
in any other creature , She is appropriated to him with neerc(t 
bonds of vnion. She is not ſo pxoperly called his,as a part of him, 
and one ficſh with him . As the two parts of man,ſfoule and body 
make one perſon;1o two perſons, man and woman , make one 
matrimoniall bodie . Then how ſhovld he not take comfort in 
her graces and gifts, which are made his owne together with 
her? 

Fourthly , the benefits which a vertuous wife doth bring to a 
worthy husband,arc manifold,and worthy to be regarded , She 
will labour to refreſh his heart with comfort, and topreſeruc his 
body in health : (he will be a helper for his family, and prouident 
for his ſtate , ſhe will be tender of his credit,and cheercfull to his 
friends: ſhe will cuery way apply her ſclfe to ſhew her love, and 
procurc his beſt proſperity. Thele we ſhall handleparticularlic 
mthe one and thirtith chapter, if God permit vs to procecd (0 
farre . Contrary to the waies of this pood woman is the behaui- 
our of a bad wife, who worketh both ſhame and griefe to her hul- 
band. Allher finfulnefle maketh him aſhamed , voleile bee be 
ſhameletſe, which is his greater ſhame . A wicked ſonne is a blot 
to his father, and a diſordered ſcruant is no credit to his maiſter, 
and therefore much more doth an vngodly wife diſgrace,and 
blemiſh her yoke-fcllow. And as ſhe putreth marecr of talke into 
other mens mouthes , ſoſhe laieth burdens vpon his backe, and 
poureth {orrowes into his heart by contempt, and wrongs,and. 

indignities. 


Verſe.4. PROVERBS. 25 


indignities. Oh the calamity of chem that are put to harbour 
their enemies harlotsin their owne beds and boſoms | And what 
a miſcty isit fora man, to commit the greateſt part of hisſub- 


" ftancetoherthatis a priuy theefe , whereby ſhe hath all before 


her , to chooſe what ſhee will to rob him of | And hard 15 their 


® caſe whoſe wincs are meere [pics to know,and diſcoucr,and pub- 


liſh abroad their ſecrets, and faults, and infirmitics to their great 
reproach, And what ſhall we ſpeake of ſuch as are (winiſh with 
drunkennelle?and of gadders, and bulic bodies abroad? which 
in all contentions are alwaics partics , and whereſocuer they 
come, they raife contentions ? What comfort doe theſe women 
mimſter totheir husbands that loue peace and ſobriety , As for 
ſuch as are turbulentin cheir owne houſes, and froward , and rc- 
bellious againſtcheir head,the ſpirit of God telleth vs, what pro» 
firable , pleaſant, and amiable companions they be. In thenin- 


tcenth chapter of this bookeit is ſayd,that rhe contentions of awife Prou.19.t 3: 


are like a continual! dropping . Conſider what vexation 1t 1sfor a 
man to have raine falling faſt ypon his head, and body,eſpecially 
if there be no intermiſſion that he may dry himſclfe againe : and 
moſt of all if it be through the roofe of his houſe to rot his tim- 
ber,and fpoile his ſtuffe, and take away the comfort of his meate 
and re(t : whenat bed and boord,andeuery where,he ſhal be as it 


were vndera running ſpout . And elſewhere he affirmeth,chat ir Prou.21.9. 


it better todwell ina corner of the houſe top ( thatisona pinnacle 
yponthe top ofthe houſe without) rhen with a contentions woman 
in awide houſe. And yet more inthe ſame chapter, that it is bettey Verſe 19. 
to dwel im the wilderneſſe among wild beaſts, then wich a contentions 
and angrywoman, F. S00072 VN 
Inftru@ion to ſuch arbe ynmarriedto haveprincipall reſpett x|; x, 
of yertue and grace in theirchoice. As for parcn rage, perſonage, 
portion,and other things of like nature, let them beregarded , if 
they wayt vpon religion, and piety, otherwiſe ſuffer them not to 
put wives ypor you, or rather prefſeForrow, and fhatbe'vypon you, 
as many feele to their woe, which only Igoke to outward things. 
2.To ſuch as ate maried,ifGod hath vouthſafed them that mer- 
cy to giue them vertuous women , let them both giue himthe 
R 3 ' prailc, 
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praiſe,and rake the comfort to chemſclues, whether they berich 
or pocre,and vic al good viageand incouragement to ſuch good 


Pro.31,29-31 yoke fellowes , Aiuliteltimony and commenJations of them, & 


Col 3.19. 


ſometimes vnto them , ſuffticicat allowance beth of liberty and 
maintenance, according to their husbands ability, is due ynto 
them,ia cquity and iuſtice, But whatſocuerthcir ability is , they » 
arc able to ſhew kindneſle , and good countcnanceto them , and 
that muſt notbce wanting. Saint Paw! would have husbands ta 
louc their wiucs therforc, becaulc they arc wiues,and to be bitter 
to none, much lciſe to be fierce , andchurliſh, and boylterous to 
them that are good. But if they be yoked with thoſe of the other 
ſort,thcir milſcry is a good motiue coſend them to God rolceke 
his helpc,and more to Jabour to pleaſe him themlclues,that hee 
may make their wiucs to be better vnto them, For itir bein his 
hand before mariage to make them godly,and to prepare them 
for his ſcruants,it1sas much alſo in his power to conuert them 
afterwards:which if he do not, yet they ſhall kaue more ſteength 
to beare the burden with greater ealc, 

Reproofe of their finne and folly , cthatlike nothingleſle , nor 
labour againſt any ching ſo much as to haue their wines to be re- 
ligiousand godly. They more hate picty and grace, then they 
loue beauty and wealth , and weuld ſooner chuſe one of noſub- 
ſtance,then of great goodneſie.. But indeed they arenot driven 
to thatextremity,itisno difficult matter to many that hauc great 
riches,to be of little ſanRification,and therefore they haue their 
deſires double ſatisfied in getting wealch & wickednes together, 
How many doc we dayly ſec, that withhold their wiucs from all 
good meancs of godlines:thar dilſwade them, diſcourage them, 
and ſometimes by ſtrong hand, reſtrainethem from comming to 
the preaching of Gods holy word , whereby their ſoules gughe 
bee inſtrufted ? How many teach their wiucs pride,and ſtraine 
themſclucs beyond theirability to maintaine them 1n gariſhnes? 
How many do bring their wiucs into ſuch company,and to ſuch 
execrciſes,as infe&trheir eycs , and cares, andtongues , and heart, 
and every ſenſe with Juſt and wantonneſſe ? Is it notrighteous 
from God that theſe husbands ſhould bee plagued with the la. 

=o uiſhneſſe, * 


EE 
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uiſhnelſe, and tubbornneſle z and whoriſhneſle of their wives 
which hauc ſo poyloned their foules, and drawne them toſuch 
lewd and finfull behaviouc? 


Verſe. 5. The thoug bt s of the inſt are right : but the connſels of the 


wicked are deceit, 


(32 y menare not altogether voide of thoughts, that are not 
right and allowable : (ometimes Sathancafterh in matter ro 
turne them out of the right courle : ſometimes their owne fleſh 
will playit part,and tic vp deliresof commodity and praiſe,and 
pleaſures and ſuch like in them : buctheſe are as the muddineſle 
that may befor a time ina good fountaine thatis troubled : theſe 
they allow not : theſe rhey refilt , and iudge them(clues for , and 
therefore God taketh notice only of chem thatare goodtending 
to his ſcruice , and glory, their owne faluation , and thebenefir of 
their brethrey,, On the other fide,the connſels of the wicked,that is 
their deuiſcs, plots, and purpolſcs in themlelues(tor they are here 
ratherthe worke of the mind then of the tongue,and oppoſed to 
the thoughts of the godly )are deceit, tending either tothe cir- 
cumuention, and wronging of others, or tothe cloaking and hi- 
ding of their owne finfulneſle. \ 


The godly ditfer as much from the wicked in inward cogitati- Dot. 


ons and purpoſes,asin outward conuerſation and praftiſe. At the 
firſt creation man was made to cxcell the bruite beaſtes more 
by the reaſon and gifts of theſoulc , then by the faſhion & ſhape 
of the bodie : andatthe ſecond, a Chriſtian is made toexcell fin= 
full men more by the holine(lc and working of the ſoule,then by 
theaftions and workes of the body . This cauſed thie Apollle S, 
Paxnltovrgethe Epheſians with ſocarneſt an aſſcucration and at- 
teftation , that hereby they ſhould cleeretheirregeneration vn- 
fallible, 8nd putit out of all doubt and queſtion . 7hi 1 ſay,and 
geftifie in the Lord , that yee benceforth walks not a4 other Gentiles 
walke in vanitie of their mind , bawmg their cogit ations darkned &c. 
And Iſaiah commeth to ſpcake of ſomeſpeciak, and ſheweth 
what acontraricty there is betweene their thoughts and medita- 
tions, Thebeart, Gaith he, of 4 niggardwillworks iniquizie bee = 

"Y wiſerh 
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miſeth exill counſels to vndoe the poore with lying word: : but the li. 
berall man will deniſe of liberal thing s,and will contunue bis liberality, 
Ila. 2 26.7.8. 

Reaſonr.1, Firſt the one ſort are led by the word andfpirit of God,and 
therefore will thinke of ſuch thingsasthey worke in them, and , 
perſwade them vnto; the other are led by the ficſh , and Sathan 
and therfore will thinke of ſuch thingsas chey (uggell, , 

2 Secondly the hearts of the one are repleniſhed with Chriſtian 
loue, and therefore they will meditate how they may beſt cxcr. 
ciſc it in doing good:and the other are polleſt with ſelfe-loue,and 
they will deuiſc how they may ſerue their owne turnes though 
with neuer ſo much hurt and miſchicte. 

. Thirdly,the treaſures of the one are in heaven, and therefore 
their hearts are there,and their thoughts are taken vp about hea. 
ucnly things; and the happincſle of the other is incarth , and fin, 
and therctorethey arc alwaics pondring ofearthly and (innefull 
matrers. 

4 Fourthly,the heart and purpolc is the roote from whence the 
ations ſpring and receivetheir lifc, & therfore good men could 
not performe ſo many good (cruices , and hauc ther ſo well ac- 
ceptcd of God,and the wicked would not fall intoſo many foule 
finnes,and beſo much hated of him , valetle they had contrary 
mindezand affeRions,the godly holy and rightcous,and the wic- 
ked impiousanddeceitfull, 

Vſe.r. [aſtruQion to examine and tric the ſtate of our ſoules by this 
rulc,let ys conſider not onely what we haue done, and how men 
conceiuc of ys, but with what mind we haue performed cuery 
good duty,and how the Lorddotheſteeme of vs . He ericth the 
reines,he ſcatcherth the heart, he looketh vpon the purpoſes, and 
dclires. That which no creature ſecthor taketh knowledge of, he 
praiſeth,and rewardeth,that which the world admireth and mags- 
nificth,he batcth and abhorreth . So our Sauiour told the Phari- 

Luke 16.15, ſes, Tee are they which inſtific your ſelues before men : but God know. 
eth your hearts : for that which us bighly eſteemed among menus abbe. 
mination im the fight of God. 

2 Reproofe of them thatrurn the irhearts looſe, permitting their 
thoughts ro iraggle whicherfocuer they will at their pleaſure 


#ng 


— 
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and thinke it ſafe to ſatisfic themſclucs in 6'thy luſts, in proud 
imaginations, in bitter grudgings,and in diucrs idle, vaine, and 
fooliſh conceitrs, It is accounted by many for a part of mans li. 
berty chat chought is free : but chey that take that liberty are 
» broughtinto the moſt grieuous (cruitude, to become (laues and 
bondmento thoſe free thoughts, Now if deceitfull counſels 
conuince men to be cuill,as the Scripture ſaith they doe, what 
can the Papiſts ſay for them(clues, why they ſhould be reputed 
good? Did cucr any kinde of people lay their plots for greater 
miſchicfes ? Did eucr any (ſecke ro act their purpoſes with grea- 
ter falſhood and treachery > What fidelity is to bee foundin 
their words,nm their proteltations,in their ſolemne oathes?They 
ſay many things, which the purpoſe of not doing them is the 
cauſe why they lay them. Then they prerend the moſt obedience 
when they iatend the greatelt diſobedicnce:and looke for ſome 
notable diſloyalty from them, when chey arc ready to ſweare to 
be loyall, 


Verſe 6, The talking of thewicked i tolie wm waite for bleed: but 
the month of the rig tron will delaner them, 


Heſe words are notto be ynderſtood to menne all ſorts of 

wicked men,but ſuch as are malicious : and their ſpeeches 
£00,0f ſuch as they maligne,do principally trend to the inſaaring 
and caching of them, and thatto their deſtruRion, ſo far as they 
can effe ir:if not by —— their bodics tothe taking 2- 
way of their lives, yer by oppreſſiG otherwiſe to the ruine of theie 
eſtate. Now the concrary is to be fofid in the godly,who vic their 
lips,as much as in them is, to ſuccour ſuch as the wicked lic in 
watte for;either as Paws nephew did, by diſcoucting the praQti- 
ſes againſtthem, or being ſuitersfor them,orcleeringthcir inno- 
cency.And this is ſpoken of their cndeuourgi not of the cuent, 
for that is many times otherwilſc, 


Lie in waite,e.ltis the property of viokentmen to mixetheir py x; 


cruelty with craftineſſe. 
Their tongues worke as well as their hands,and their heartes 


| and heads glue direRtion to their tongues; aud hander, and 


tongues, 
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tongues, and hearts, and heads doe all conſpire and combincd 
themſclues againſt po ore innocents.Suchthe Prophet complai- 
neth of in che Pſalmes : He lieth inwaite ſecretly, tnen 4; a hen in 
Plalmto.6,to bis denne:he lieth in waite to (porle the poore : be doth (porle the poore 
when he draweth bim into bis net. He crouchcth and beweth: cf ther 
fore heapes of the poore Vo fall by bis might, 
Many deuiccs deceirfull tongues have to bring their purpoſes 
to patle. Sometimes by flattery, or otherwiſe to draw aduanta- 
Luke 22.21 ges from him whom they praQtife agaiaſt,according as our Sa» 
uior was ſundry times dealtwich,Somtimes by incenſing,or per- 
fwading others, whoſe diſpleaſure and power may worke that 
which themſelucs could neucr cttcR, as Haman did & Amazi- 
Amos 7,1, ab,and Dartels aduerfaries allo, though in another manner; 
Dan.6. Sometimes by taking opportunity of the trme whes ir 
ſeructh them, ns Doeg did againſt the'Prie(ts,when Saul himſclte 
was offended with /eana:han.tor fauoring David. Who can rec- 
kon al{ whenthere arc ſo many, andeucry day new inucntions 
of moc? 
Reaſons Firftthediueltis their direRtor,& texcheththem what coarſe 
to take, and all the woflY' knowerli and teeleththat hee1s both 
fierce and ſubtil,being x blody red dragon for cruclty,& having 
{cuen heads for crafe. , 
Secondly,their owneſludy and exerciſe hath made them ex- 
pertand skilfull in theirhelliſhzrade:and che taſt of blood hath 
maderher as ingry as hounds after it. 
F':r. " InfſtruRtion'to avoide &s much as we may, both converſation 
and conferencewiththem.Ofrecciuing harm, we ſtandin great 
crillzof effecting good we can haue little expeRanon, ltis no 
Fard martet forthe foxc ot lion tomake the lambe to fecle their 
"wilines orviolenceyburic isnotcafiefor the lambe to tcach the 
1ion,or foxe,msinnoctney. 290 tr, nt; ; 
But the mombb,qvcIeiga note ofa good man to hauc his good 
word ready to help them thatare oppretled. 
Doff.s, > © Therebemanythatrofrainefromtraducing,acculing,and in- 
trapping their neighbours, which yct goe nat farrecnough to 
Thew thetnſtlues. mevcifull and righteous ; there are many.that, 
will peake in the praiſe of godly men, free from troubles and 
Ts ©0.. 8 | ET moleſta« 
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moleſlations,and yet declare not ſufficient loueto God and his 
people:but hereisloue,here is courage, here isfaithfaloes,kerein 
they make it appear that they are aot accepters of perions,when 
they apply their wits, and conghcs, and countenanee'initheir 
» places,for rhe defence of harmletle men thatare helplefſeulnthis 
ſenſe doth the Holy Ghoſt call ypon men in che four & eweatith : 


Chapter:Delimer them that are drawne to death : and wilt not them 
prefſerne them thar ure led to br ſane? 
- Firſt, they are the members of ourowne body, and therefore 
their communion and neecnefſe/ with vs, ſhould twovevs tot. 
Who wovld not operrhis lips for a father,or brother, or friend, 
(as did that Faithfull /onarbar ) but chiefly forhimſclfe 2 Who 
would not doe his beſt to ſhew the cquity of his owne cauſe? 
Who would frorinrese hard cofaac hisowne head); of band, or 
foare;or arty other part of hiar?*$Soidoc wt good nien that deale 
in the bchalfe of any iuſt and righteous perſon, the caſeis theyr 
owne. bs. be | td ez et. 1 . 
Secondly,they are the membersof Chriſt whois head to-vs, 
and therefore {ince he{parcdnot to fpeake;and (utter for vs:fince 
he prayed,and pleaded,and paicdeurnhisowtichtfe andnaturall 
body for our deliucrance, 1s ir much for vs robeftaw our words, 
or to bearea-rebuketodeliver thoſe that hauc a placein his my 
ſticall body? _ 2 13165142 3129 
' Thirdly,itis the way to provide hcelpe from Gad;'and good 
mcen;sgainſt our owne:ttoubles,co be helptul}ro others in theirs 
and the contrarycbetalleth cheanthata and reimillcin this 
duty.” pP* ki, 019 $92.9 91609%G 2 .2:)nrc © 
Fourthly,we doe afrer aſort make our fclues acceffary to the 
wrongs and iniuries which arc offered to 'the rightequs, when 
they cither come ypon themHby ournegligenctorfeartylnces, 
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R eanſons,x Re 


'  -InftruRiornrfor cutry dogreeto be citigentandtarchull intho Vie. 


petfor maenceof this tory. Art thoua Magiſtrate ? Remember 
what lefſon S«/omoxe mocher beftowed vpon him : Open thy 


month for thedambe in the canſe of all the children of deftruttion, Prou.y1.? 2, 


Open thy month :indge righteon(ly, and indge the afflifted, and ihe 
poore, Art thou a priuate man, yet thou mailt giue aduice, or te- 


| Aigethetruth,or ſolicite friends,or at leaſt thou mailt call vpon 


S2 God 


fob 29.12. 
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God for them that be purſued by oppreſſors, 

Conſolation to all good patruncs of poore diſtreſſed mens 
cauſes, which take to heare their wrongs and buxthens, & lecke 
xclicte and remedy for them. They would not fo faithfully la- 
bour for rightcouſneſſe, vnletle themielucs were nigh ecous:they 
could nor ſhew fuch picty to good men, vnleſle they loued * 
goodnefſe,and God loued therefor effcRtuall compaſſion and 
mercy is ncuer found in any that is not vader mercy.2. To them 
that hauc enemics lying in wait for their bloud; if they be ion 
cent and godly,the Lord will ſtirre them vp triends, that will fa- 
vour their cauſe, and ſtand in their defence.Some [ob or other wil 
deliuer chem,t h they be poore and fatheriefle, & hauc none 
to helpe them.Qr if there be none that favour thera at the bench, 
yee there be thatwill obtaine fauour for them from braycn. The 
praicr of Gods people aſcend vp to Gods preſence for his helpe: 
and thoſe movuthes preuaile mightily, that ſceke for redrefle of 
wrongs#at his hands. Hered thought that ie would be too late for 
all che friends which Peter had to miniſter helpe ynto him when 
he hadclapt him vpin fo furc 8 priſon. But he remembred nog 
how (wiftthe godly be roprater, & how loone a praier can come 
to God:and inwhatrcedines God hath his Angels : and what 
ſpecd an Angelcan make eoſuccourthem that are indanger,Yet 
this is not che greateſt comfort of Gods afflited ſeruants, bur 
this,that che Lord IefusChrift is infinicely morc righteous and 
mercifull chen any man,or all men poſſibly can be, and he wil} 
vadereake their cauſe, andrichor minifter heipe co their Nate,or 

race to their ſoules,tobeare their troubles, till the 6tteſt timeof 
Totes frothom.He will pecferuc them from finne & (athan, 
which lie in waye for theircactnal de firuRtion. Theſpirit of God 
is large in one of the-Plalmes, in feeting foorth the tender care 
which be hath of hier people : Her fall dehauer the poore when bee 
crieth the nerdy alfo, amdbew that bath nobelpe. He ball be merci. 
fulrs the poore and needy, and ſball preſerne the ſaute; of the poore. 
He ſballredeers their ſoulrs from deceit and violence, and deare ſoak 
ther blond be in bis figbr,Plal.72.12, 13.14, 


Verk, * 


- 
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| Verſe 7.God overthroweth the wicked and they are not : bat the 
houſe of the righteous (ballftand. 


: VV Hen the ſtate of the yngodly which are not Gods cho« 


ſen,changeth from proſperity to aduerlity, it ſeldome 
ftaicthtill they be vtterly deſtroicd, both themſclues, and theyr 
houſes; This word, are wes, (ignifieth a ſlaughter and killing,as 
it is ſpoken ofthe murdering of the infanes by Hered, Mat. 2, 18. 
Jer.31.15.But here is more ynderſtood,then the lotle of natural 
life,and chat4s,the perdition of ſoulc and body. And yer notthe 
extinction of cither:for the foule (hal acuer vaniſh away,nor the 
body for cucr:they ſhall not find ſo much mercy at Gods hands. 
Their being ſhall not ceaſe, but their comfortable and well be- 
ing. They ſhall be cuerlaſting,cucrlaſtingly to bear the burden 
of Gods wrath,and to ſuffer the ynlufferable torment of death, 
& damnation, But the howſe of che rightrroms,that is, he, and thoſe 
things which appertain vneo him,ſball be preſcrued from being 
ouerthrowne toruine, 


They that wil not keep themfelues from wickednefle,cannot Dot, 


keep themſclues from deſolation. 
They may rife, but not ſtand: for, vnleſſe they fall torepen» 
tance,they fhall be madetofall to deftrution. They may grow 
great, but for a ſmall twne, for they will ſoone be broughe to no 
thing. 
The Prophet thoughtroo wel of their ſtate at rhe firſt, as though 
they had binin beater caſe then any other men:;but he conceiued 
as hardly of itae the laſt, when he bad (cen their end in theſan- 
Rtuary, and deemed them of all ro be moſt miſcrable. Surety, 
faith he cothe Lord,tbow beſt ſet them in ſlippery places, caſteft p 
them downe into deſolation. How ſuddenly are they deſbreced, periſh- 
#4,aud horribly conſurncd ? The Scriptures flow with teſtimonies 
and fimilics to declare both the certainty, and ſuddennefile,, and 
gricuouſneſle of their deeay; as the withering of plants, the put- 
ting outof lights,the vanity of dreames,the vaniſhing of ſmoak, ' 
and many others te the like purpoſe, 
Fult,they hauc all che _—_— of God againſt them; an 
S 3 cucr 
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Plal.z7.38. 


V+ 1. 


John 1.46. 


Iohn 20,27, 
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cuery threatning ſendeth forth many curſes: & euery cuile brine * 


geth\many plagues. ; 
S-condly,thcir owne deſerts,which in reſpeRt of any creature 


arc infinice, doe draw ypon them judgements and milerics that 
are inexplicable.” | 


Thitdly,theloue and truth of God to bis owne ſcruants, will * 


not petimic a perpetuall profperity to his enemzies.By this he per« 
fvadeth them not to faint in their owne aftiiftions, becaule a re+ 
watrd'remainerh for them,and their end wil be-peace. By this he 
perſwaderh them nat to fret at wicked mens {uccetics; becauſe 
there remain puniſhments for chem,& their end isto be cut off, 

Admonirion co finfull men to tender their loue more that pity 
them and defire that their cale may be better. If others trembleat 
thcir fall that is comming;which yet neither feele the payne nor 
be in che peril chereof,is it wiſedome for them-co calt oft all care 
of themſclues, and onely picke quarrels againſt cthemthat ſeeke 
cheir (afety ? Whentheir wound is incurable they will wiſh chat 
they had better regarded the plaſter,and the hand that applicd it, 
When the diſcalc is remedileſſe,they wil rue the reietion of the 
medicioc,and phyſition, When hell ſha{l -haue them in hold, 
they will bewaile the refuſall of their friendfhip that would have 
direted chem to heauen.It was good counſell of Philip,and wel 
followed of Nathamiel,when he perſwadecd him to come,and (ce 
whether Icſas were notche Chriſt. And it was. an indulgence of 
Chriſt to Thomas,to help his faith in his reſurreRis, by the ſenſes 
of light and feelingybur for mattcrs of puniſhment, and darnnati- 
on;itis good co gotrom them, and notto comeartthemito heare 
Gods teſtimony,&not to ſee it fulfilled vpon themſclues: to be» 
lecue chetruth of that which is{poken,and notto feele it by theig 


-» OWNEC experience, | SEE mn 
_-  Conſolation,that finfull men ſhall noralwaies be moleftees of 


the godly, becauſe they hall noe atwaics be; They ſhall notcans 
tinually ouctſhadow the faithfull, - becauſe they ſhallnac ſtand 
continually, Though their ſhewbe great now,. andecrrible to 
Gods people, yet their ebange will be greater, and fearctull to 
chemſelucs. He will ſpeedily. oyereurne them, .avd all their po 
werot hurting ſhall be takeafronuchem, Now:theyr rootes are 


low 
U £ 
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low,thcir toppesaloft,and braunches broad, and thereby ouer- 
droppe all that is vnderechem:hen muſt theirtops come downe 
and rootcs riſe vp,and all their branches wither, Now theyare 
vellcls that are full of power,and wealth, & malice;but then muſt 
z be thcre a tranſpohition;the bottome mult be ypward, and their 
brimmes mult be downward,and all their fulncfſe be ſhed on the 
ground like water, The ground of this comfort is neither yaine; 
nor weak:for God humſclte doth vrge it as a forcible reaſonto 
confirmethe heartsof his pcople.Feare thownoi((aith he)for | am 
with thee:be not afraid for I umthy God, Behold allthey that proueke 
thee (pall be aſhamed and confounded : they ſball bee as nothing, and 
they that ſtrius with thee ſhall periſh. T hon ſhalt ſecke them, and 
ſralt not find themyto wit the men of thy ſtrife for they ſhall be as no« 
thing and the men that warre ag ainſt thee,as a thing of nowght : Ila, 
1.11.12, 
, For the firmenes of the righteous man, and of his houſe, ſee 
chapterthe tenth,verle 2.25, 


Verſe. 8. A man ſball be commended according to his wifedome: 
but the fraward in heart (hall be deſpiſed. 


S euery one is more Wiſe & godly,ſo ſhal he haue more true 

praiſe and honor:Somtimes,and very often the wicked ſhal 
commend him,commonly the righteous, and atwaies the Lord 
himſclfe,but mnt of all at the laſt day, before all men,& Angets 
as our Sauior telleth vs in the five & twentith of Matthew, Con- 
trariwiſc the froward in heart, ſuch whoſe heartsreieR all good 
inftruRians,and graces ral þe deþiſed,and brought to contempt 
among men in this life, or their taults breake out afterthey are 
dead,or be manifeſted before al the watld at the day.ofthe Lord. 

- This isthe oppalition;He that js vpright of heart ſhall becom. 

mended fox 4454 2 he that is froward of heare, ſhall 
be deſpiſed for his folly. | | 


That they are not voide of yprightneſſe and wiſedome : ſhall DotZ, 1, 


no4 bedeſticute of prails aid honor. 
''. . Though ſome be blind thar ghey cannor diſterneof their yn. 
dexſtanging and graccs,yet othets hauc their cie-lighity _— 


Eccl.$.1, 


Tit.2z,10, 


Reaſon; I. 


3 
lam 3.17, 
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hold them.,Though ſome be dumabe,and will not ſpeake of their 
verrucs, yer others haue their hppes opencd tocommend 
chem. Though ſome be malitious to carp at,and depraue them, 
yet others be faithfull ro giue them their due reftimony. Neither 
is it athing incident to ſome few, as though it belonged onely 
to principall men and great perſonages, but ro all of cuery place 
that arctherwith qualified, both high and lowgboth puillant po- 
ecntacs,and mcanc bondmen and feruants. There is no excepti. 
on,or limication of degrees,when ir is ſaid, that tbe wi/edome of 4 
wan doth make his face to ſhine, And ſcruants could not adorne 
the dodrine of God,if grace and godlincile did not alſo adorn 
& bcaatific them. 

Firſt, God himſelfe teſtifeth for them, and that is ſufficient for 
their commendation : for hee is not allowed that praiſeth him. 
ſclfe,nor whom the world praiſcth, bue which is praiſed of the 
Lord. 

Secondly,he hath all mens hearts and tongues in his hands to 
make them to thinke well and ſpeake well of thoſe whome hee 
would hauc tobe in credit. He appointed that curfing Ba/aam to 
ſpeake for bis people,and bleiſe them, when he came of purpoſe 
to caſt out imprecations againſt them.He compelled Seu! with 
his lippes to cleere Daxid,and to pronounce him iult and inno- 
cent,when he had his weapons in a readinesto puniſh him as a 
rebell, 

Thirdly, their owne amiable and louely behaulour allureth 
the liking of men towards them,and obtaineth their good tefti- 
monics of them. Thu wiſedome that i from abowe, this heaucnly 
wiſdom which the ſpirit of God worketh,s firſt pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, eaſic to be treated, full of mercy and geod fruits, with. 
out indg inz,and without hypecrifie, The light of theſe graces, the 
yery report of them doth winne thens hearts, anddraw their af- 
fetionsto thoſe that exerciſe them, and much more when they 
feele the fruitand benefit thereof ro themſclues, 

Now where wiſedome is wanting, and folly is lowing; where 
meekneſle is a ſtranger, and frowardriefſe a commander, what 
isto be looked for,butreproach and contempt?Are the pooreſt 
ſeruants and handmaides commended on the other (ide ? then ' 

the 
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the wealthieſt Lords and Mafters are deſpiſed on this fide, Doth 
the Lord praiſe all ſuch” as be godly wiſe? chen doth hedVgrace 
all thoſc thatbe fhnfully fooliſh; Dorhdie derive mcnssriimoh 
nics and fauours to thoſe ? then will he draine avd draw them a- 
» wayfromtheſe , Is fofe ,and gentle, and wercitull bchavipuſa 
meanesto procure the: good will of men.tthen ſowre, and chug- 
I1ſh,andcrucil demeanour, will provoke their ottenceand dif- 
pleaſure.Generally,that which God (pakn eoccrning Ebes houle, 


holderherue to all of both (orts : Themrbat honour me, 1 will boner, 1.5:m.2 30; 


and they that deſpiſe we, pallbe deſpiſed. @ 2 by . 
Reproofe -of them that louc nothing ſo much as praiſe : for 
they are as defirous of itas Pharilres ; and yernothingletle che 
wiſdome, nor praQtiſe 'any thing-{o much as folly.” , Noc they 
thinke that the dunghill of wickednetſcis a fit mine todiggeho- 
nour and credit out of? Doe they thinke that the puddle watcr 
of pride,and wahtormes,and vanity,will make them beautifh! ro 
theeyes of meniof vnderſtanding Doe they chinke that the fileh 
comming out of the- finke of quatting, and gaming , and ſwea» 
ring,and{infullexcrciſes,wil ſend out a ſweet ſauour of reuerend 
eſtimatibn ? Nay their lemd friend folly hath nnuch: abuſed them, 
and yet for her ſake they wil (till illude themſclucs alſo. Good 
men pityehem,and bad men deride them, the toaguesof moiſt 
deſpiſe emabieartaball condemne them, 
Conſolation to them vpon whom the Lord hath multiplyed 
the guifts of Chriftian knowledge and wiſdome, Though all 
countenance ſhould feeke to diſcountenance them 3though all 
wits ſhould ſet rhemſclues on worke to inuene their diſgrace: 
though all tongues ſhould be ſharpned tocur downe their credit: 
though all the yngodly Oratours in the world (ſhould bo turned 
into one Terim!/ns againſt them, yet they ſhold nothing prevuaile: 
the praiſethar God putterh on,they cannot pluck off ; they may 
as well (Ly the ftars and planets from ſhitting, as take away the 
br1 ohtheſle of grate an witdome. | 
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Verſ.9, He that is d:fpiſed, and is bis owne ſernant, is better then 
be that boaſtetb breyſe!ife,andlatketh bread, 


H E that is deſþpi/edgthatis of meare eſtate, for which the foo« 
liſh proud worldlings commonly haue men. in contempe, 
and i bis awne ſerxant\, that is, induſti;ous and diligent by labour 
to prouide himſclicot things that be needtull, ( and ſocuer they 
may truly.be called their owae (cruarts, that arc faithfull in ano- 
the mans ſcruice) 5 better thenke that boaſtetb bimſelfe,that is, 
which ſtandech vpon his reputation,and yet lacketh bread, hath 
litcle or nothing to maintaine himſclicwichall :for bread is put 

here for all manner of neceBary proudion,—, 
Dot They deale with beſt diſcretion that. yceld thetnſelues to a low 

- TIET Rate when God calleth thenaro it. TW 
Itisthe property of fools citherto rage at poverty when is 
commeth vpen therp,or to brag agsinſt ir,or co tal downe vader 
it:whereas wiſe men will beare it with paricnce,and ſtoope to it in 
humilicy, and yer rcfill it with greatdiligence.. le was a grace 
that the Scripture commendeth in Jacob, that-notwithſtanding 
the honour and worthinelle of his father /ſaach, ayd grandfather 
Abrabam,yetwhenthe could no longet be in ſafety from his bro. 
. ther E/as,in tis fathers hauſe,he betopke himlelfe to: be an hires 
ling to his vncle Leben in another country . Itwas a vertue very 
eminent in AZoſes,thatbeing trained vpin his youth like a Princg 
in the Court of a. great King,he could debalc hjmſclfe in hismigd- 
dlc age to beaſhepheardto a-ftranger of-farge inferivur place & 
degree, Andit was the praiſe of Naemithat whenſbe was a rich 
Anh 26; 4, Wite andfull,ſhe could thankfully vſc her wealthand fulneſſe;hur 
" © when ſhe was growntobe a poore widdow and empry;the would 
take ſtarc no longer ypen her, bur laid downe all titley, to her ye- 

cy name whereby ſhe was called. | 
Firſt,it reflificth the lowline(ſe of 8 mans heart,to ſubmit him- 
Reaſoncl. ſelfero Gods hand,when he can debaſe himſelfe;as he hath de - 
baſed him ; & the contrary argueth pride and ſtubbornnes, when 
they will ſtand higher then he will haue them. 


nd 


Sccondly,, 
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Secondly they may comfortably repaireto God for ſupplic of 
cheir wants and blefling, whenthey {erue his providence , & drf- 
daine notto be ſeruiceable 1na calling , whereas the others rcfu« 
ſing to yecld obedience to him , can haue ſmall hope to be ac» 

z cepted of him, 

Thirdly , they that applie themſelues to [8bour for theirli. 
vings , doe catc their vuwne bread , and are profitable to others; 
whereas thoſe (tatcly idle perſons arc driuen to put their fect vn« 
der other mens tables, and their hands into other mens diſhes, 
and to be burdenous by borrowing and ſhifting , whereſocuer 
they come, 

Fourthly, they that are their owne ſeruants, take the waic to 
better their Rate,and to be Maſters of others,as /acobs example, 
and daily experience ſheweth , andispromiſed asa reward inthe 
24.0f this Chapter . Buc thoſc of an high minde which decmea 
low port,and all paincfull mcanes of maintenance,too meanc for 
men of their worth; are decliningand cbbing, and likelic to de- 
cay more and more, tillthcy cometo the bottome of want and 
penury, 


Reproofe, firſt of them that diſſemble their eſtate , pretending Iſs r. 


great riches, when they are prefled with gricuous pouertic : and 
dcfiring to beclteemed wealthy, when they know theinſceluesto 
be ncedy . This exeremity onthe ane (fide, and the contrary on 


the other,the holy Ghoſt dothcenſure in the chaprer followin g: Prouz4. 


T bere 19 that makoth humſelfe rich ; and bath nothing : aud that ma-' 
heth bumſelfe poore, bawing great viches Secondly,of ſuch 35 being 
lunken in necellicy , and all menſce them Ricking faftin miſery, 
doe yet face out the matter and take as much vpon them as if 
they were of great place and ability, ſorhe integard ofparen- 
tage; ſome of former ſubſtance,now:waſted and conſurred:ſome 
of otticesthar hauc bornintimeof theirprofperity:ſome of per= 
fonages thatthey hau: ſcrued,or towhom they preſftly belong: 
and (one of trim apparel only;and that is alſo yet vnpaicd for. 
IoſtuRtion, that cyery man ſhould deale according tocquity 
and iuſticc, in giving the more allowance and countenance to 
thca that arc warthicrperſons . Sureitigthatthe Lord doth not 
| | ; TI __ miſtake 


—_ - - 


Dott. 


aboundantliberatity. aud bountiſulnefic of'Gods hand,ſo would 
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miſtake when be himſclte afſi;;ncth to men their places, and tea. 
cethys whom to ſet bet ore as the better,and whom to pur after 
as the infec: iour , Now litherce lc doth preferrethe poore,, diſpi» 
ſed, induſtrious,!abor:ous ,and giveth his voice for their prece- 
dency : why ſhould we giveticlesto rvfhans, and royſters, andg 
idle companions,th« hauc nothing in then of grace and good- 
nefle,ot knowledge or learning,of Art or skilfulnetle , of wealth 
ortubltance,nor the molt of birth or parentage, why ſhould we 
make theſe ſuperiours to the others? why ſhould we make our 
ſclucs guilty of their pride, by feeding their vaine humours, and 
accelfary to their preſumption, inconſenting to their arrogant 
aſpirings ? It 1s well done to defraud thoſe of their right whom 
God approucth of and commendeth,and foto diſcourage them 
in their good wates, and to yeeld worethen right to them whom 
hc reprooucth and vilificth',and ſo to aniwate them in their c- 
uill? 


Verſc 10. Arighteora mauregard th the life of his beaft,but the 
mercies of the withed are cruell, 
HE purpoſe anddrife-of-theſe words tendeth tothis, that 
cuery godly ang righteous manis alſo mercifull : and that 
no wicked perſon can poſſibly baue any true pitty or compaſſion 
in him \{rightoom manequeny:one that fearcth God and 1s faith- 


full, regargderh the lifacf hes heg/t rs obe and kinduolle dd yood 


ecaling is ſo plentifull te.meny;. nd-efpecrally, rhefs Winch de- 
pend vpon him, andiþe-of ihis abarge., and at his finding, that i 
floweth oucr alſoto. thecartell,;and creatures whichrhe owethor 
victh,oris put in tfy34o lopketo, drihat troppertunity offered to- 
preſerucfram hunt os ipetiſhing)s.. But themrercies fi rbe wiched, 
thoſc ations and waies of thtirs which:carry the faire(Vſhews and 
colour of mcrcy,eze.Fxncll} bauc crvelty mixed therewith, cither 
in purpoſe or manger or cuerit inſuing thereupon, * 

j. Mcrcyjsto: be-ſhewed!notonely.co men;; butro thevnreaſo- 
nablc creatures alſo: Agall creatures doo taſte of, and Jive by the 


he 
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he havethem to fecle by (e1:ſe, though they cannot diſcerneitby 
rcalon, that there is allo care for them & compaſſion in his chil- 
dren, Why did he forbid to kijl the damme when they had taken 
away her yong ones , but that he would hauc ic knowne, that he 
alloweth not cruclty and wrong toc oftered ſo ;nuch as tothe 
fillieſt birds ? The reſtraint that was of cating of 5loud,when the 
beaſts were dead,declared that he would not hue tyranny cxcr- 
tiled on them whiles they are aliue 

Firſt, let vs conſider that God hath made chem all,and his they 
are,and he is good vntothem, and provident for their preſerua- 


I euiti.17, 10, 


Reaf, 01; 1, 


tion,as the Prophet faith , Thou Lord,doſt ſanc both man and bea(t, Plal.36.6. 


And therefore we ſhall koth ſkew our tciues vnlike to him, and 
hurtfull to his, if weofter abuſe and wrong vntothem. 

Secondly , he hath lenethem to vs for our he!p and (eruice,and 
by thcirtrauaile are we calcd , or by their fleſh, or fleece,or milk, 
or increaſe,or ſome other protit made of the arewe rclicued, be- 
fides the delight that many of them miniſter to vs : and therefore 
how vnthankful ſhould we be ro him that commireeth his goods 
to our hands, how vniuſt tothem hat are (o ſerniceable tovs,if 
we be not careful thatthey haue good vſage? 

Thirdly , if we vſe our [clues in conſcience and compaſſion to 
looke well to our bealts, wecannot but deale more mercifullic 
with men, butif we accuſtome our ſclues, to be cruellto them, 
we ſhall in time grow to be ficrce and yiolca towards our bre- 
chren, 


InftruAtion,that we ſhould not onely exerciſe good husban» vſe,x, 


drie in keeping our cattcll well, that they may doe vs the inore 
worke,or carry vs the hetter or [1uc the longer , or 2 more (alea- 
ble, butalſo to praftiſe the duery of rightcouſneſſe in obeying 
God herein. That is certaine that many wicked men regard 
the lives of their beaſts and provide plenty of food for them, yer 
not icr mercie but in couetoulneſſe , not in loue to the creature, 
or him that madeit; but in*defire of ehicir owne gaine and lucre: 
for they reſpec their horſes, ſheepe , and oxen, moreth:en their 
neighbours (tate or their owneſaluation:; but theſe arc not ehe 
rightcous men which arc here commended : a preſident aydex- 

| Ty : ample 
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ampl* of faithful regard of his beaſt, is to be found inthe ſervane 
of Abrabam,in his journey to Nahors City, in Aram Neharaim, 
who whea he was come to the place , whither he was (cnt,tooke 
order firſt that the Caincls ſhould be vonſadled, and mcated,and 
hauc litter put vnto them, atid chen dealt inthe buſnetle wherein 
hce was imployed,, and after theſe things tooke bis owne re- ® 
fection, 

Reproofe of thoſe that requite cvill for good to the poore 
beaſts that traucll for them,and vnder them, whom they deale as 
hardly with , as if they were rather noyſome and hurtful vnta 
them. Many waiesthey oppreſſe them, as with burdenst00 heauy, 
with ſtripes coo many , with(purring coooften , with pace too 
ſ»ift,with iourneycsroo long,with meatetoo little, wich dreflin g 
£0 (lender &c. The Lord hath enioyned them perpetual lence, 
nzucrto complaine of theſe things , though they groan vnder 
them,otherwiſcifthey had liberty of ſpecch and reaſon to lay 0. 
pen their grieuances, the wrongs which they ſuſtaine would ap- 
pearcto be great,and many. And yetin an other ſort,more ex- 
tremity then this is vſed againſt other ſorts of creatures,and that 
is when men makea ſport of making them miſc1able;when it is a 
pleaſure to put them to paine:when it isa paſtime to behold their 
torment and tcating. This proccedeth nat of a tender heart: this 
1s notthe worke of righteouſnefic: this delight wil Iceaue no com- 
ſortbchind it. Haue our ſinnesin Adam brought ſuch calamitics 
vpon them, and ſhall we adde vnto them by cruclty in our owne 
perſons?Haue our corruptions bin a caule of that fiercencſle that 
181n my of themone againſt another , and ſhall we ſolace our 
ſelucsinſceing them execute it? God forbid.If we doit may iuft- 
ly returne vpon ourſelues,their teeth, or hornes,or pawes aflaul- 
ting vs,orelſe Gods owne hand by ſome other means, reuenging 
thcir'wronges. 

But the mercies, cc. All the favours that finful men ſhew, doe 
commonly tend to ſome hurt, | 

The Lord-doth often vſethe wicked as inftruments of good 
vnto his children ; bur though they do the worke, yet he ſhewerh 
the mercy : their hands and tongues are not ſo much direAcd 
by chcir owne louc and kindnelle, as by his purpoſe and proui- 

| dcnce 
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dence, Jacob was not ignorant of this point, when herefuſed the 
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curtcous otter of Eſa» , who would cither him(clfe hauc beene a | 

companion to him in his way,or left ſome of his ſeruants behind &£2-33-14. 

eo guard him, When Saul pretended mol? redinefle to bring Da- ”* ** 

wd to preteriaene by matching him with his daughter , his mea- 

ning was to bring him to deſtruction by putting him intothe xSam, 13. x7 

hands of the Philiſtins, : 
Firſt generally crue mercy is peculiarly appropriated to the 

godly as all the fruits and graccsof the (pirit are ; and therefore 

the (cmblance of it in the wicked proceedeth from the fleſh,and 

tscucrmore counterfet,corrupt,and flc(hly, 

Secondly in ſpecial, they viually tranſuerttheirfauor &iuſtice, 
fhewing mercy where they ſhould exerciſe (cuerity, and pra» 
iling cruelty where they ſhould ſhew mercy . Saul was fo puti« 
Full that he would (pare Ageg,though God commanded toſlay 
him, but Daxid ſhould have dicd if he could have caught him: 
And hee made no {cruple ja killing fourcfcore and five Prieſts of ; Sam, 14.18, 
the Lord in one houre ; it wasa ſmall matrerin hiscyes, to 19 
ſmitc a whole Cittic of innocent people with rhe edge of the 
ſword , both man and woman, both child and ſuckling, beſides 
all cheir cattell . Andſo Ahab gaue BenhadadKingof Aram ta 
know, that he would vic him like a-brother,and graunt him his 
tife,v hom God appointedto be handled like an enemy,and put 
to death : but hee dealt with the prophets of Ifraclinan orher 
manncr,and (lew as many of them as he could come by. Euen the 
very fparing of notable wicked perſons, is a degree of cruelty 
againſt the rightcous,as they be injurious to the lives of the ſheep 
and lambs, that permit the wolues and Foxcsto liuc and breed a- 
mong them. 

They vſeto peruerr,and ouerturne all their good turnes atone 
time or other, with miſchicfc or burt cither outwaidly , orto the 
ſoulcs of rhem whom they make beholden tothem, 

InſtruRtion not to be like tothem , or to conforme our (clues Voe.x. 
to their waies, Letlouebec in our rebukes ;let compaſſion be 
in our (tripes:[ct our (euerity bemercifull,but neuer ler our mcr= 
cies becrucl. 2, Notrocalt our ſcluces intotheir hands in _ 
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that they will be fauourable to vs;it ctieir meekneſle,iftheir mild- 
nes, if their mercy be cruelty , how immecſurably crucll will their 
malice,and wrath,and rage and fury be? 

Reproofcof thoſe that neuer excerciſe ary other mercy then 
that which is here condemned . They arc very carctull for their 
family and people thatchey ſhall haue refreſhing, and liberty for 
their ſports,and delights,but it1s only on the Lords dav, when it 
doth morc harme to their {oules, then good totheir bodies; for 
they will ſpare chem notime fromtherr owne works, when they 
may recreate them(clues with a good conſcience. Others arc as 
focward in giving zthey will be like to [ob, notro eate their mor- 
{cls alone,buc the poore ſhall cucr have part with chem : but che 
choiſc of their slmſmen is altogether valike to /obs; for he rche-» 
ued the fatherlefſc,and widdowes,and poore impotent per ſons 8 
they beſtow vpon a filthy generation of idle vagabonds , whom 
Jeb chaſcd from the very preſence and company of people, 

Others will declare how pittifull they are,by helping men that 
are in diltrefſes, and therefore if they might haue their wils,there 
ſhould notbe ſo many puniſhed . But whoſe impunity doe they 
ſecke for ? whom would they haue tocſcape cither whip,or goale 
or gallows?not ſuch as be vniuſtly accuſed: not (uch as be over- 
taken with (mall infirmities : not ſuch as ſhewthemſclues moſt 
penitent for their faulys ; bur thoſe that arc ordinary , obſtinate, 
and impudent malcfaQtors, & molt pernicious and grieuous of- 
fenders. Theſe are as full of compaſſion as the Iewes were of mer- 
cy,when they cried to Plate, Barrabas, Barrabas, (et Barrabas 
lic and be dcliucred. 


Verſcir. He that tilleth bus land , foallbee [atirfiedwith bread: 
by; he that followerh the id/e,u deſtitute of vnder ſtanding, 


E that tilleth his land ) which is indu(trious and faithfull to 
doe good in any honeſt vocation,fha/ be ſatisfied with bread, 
ſhall have comperency of all things that are needfull for him: 
buthee that followeth the idle , vaine tellowes, which giue them- 
{clues to no good trade or occupation , and is idle as they are , & 
Aeſtiimio 
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| deſtitute of wuder(Ianding , playcth the foole , and ſhall fecle the 
ſmart and paine of If, 

The oppoſition is, he that tilleth his land is wiſc,and ſhi]l bee 
fatis fed with bread : but he thatfolloweth the idle,or isidle( tor 
that is the meaning)is defttiture of vnderſtanding,and ſhal be fil- 

Icd with pouerty. So is the ſupply made.Chap,28 19. 

The exerciſe of husbandry ts a good and commendable vacz- Dg7 x, 

tion. He fingleth it out,as a paterne or enſample of al therelt chat 
if men labour 1n any worke that is 99 worſe then that,they (hall 
be ſure that no exceptioncan ivſilybe raken againſt it, Manyex- 
hortations tend to it,as, Prepare thy worke inthe field, Prod, 24-27. 
Many reproofes and threatnings tend to It,as,7Tbeſlurbfall wil not 
plow becauſe of winter,and therefore be (hal beggein $ unmer Chap. 
20.4. Many promiles of bleflings are to that purpole, as, Thy 
barne ſrallbe filed with ab undance,Cap'3.10. 

Fir(t,ic is the moſt ancient of all erades. God himfelfe aligned Re4/0ns, x, 
itto Adam,and Alam made choiſcof it for his eldeſt fonne. 

[tis as much voide of guile and deceit as any, and very profi- 
table and commodious . The labour of men is for good vſcin it; 
andthe labour of bealts is gainfull; as he faith , Where none Oxen 
are the er1b ts emptte, but much mcreaſe commerh by the ſtrength of 
the Oxe,Chap. 14+ 4. Andin thatreſpeA there is a promiſe male 
vnto chem,that they ſhal haue a partin mansplenty,andfare the 
better by mans welfare, The oxenaendthe young aſſes that till the 

greownd, ſhall eate cleane pronender which ts winnowed with the ſhowelt Way 3 4 
and the fanne. 

Itisnecefſary both for Prince and ſubieRs,and all ſorts of peo- 2 
ple. The abundance of the earth i for all : and the King conſfteth by E<c\c.5.5, 
the field that is tilled. 

Some can liue without fleſh, and many withour fruits, and 
more without fiſh, but none without bread. The Egyptians were 
not without fruits and fiſh, in the yeeres of ſcarcity,as it is proba- 
ble , nor [acob without cattell, as it is certaine, and yet through 
waneof corne they were all in danger toperiſh. 

Incouragement to them whoſetrauell is in it,that they worke F/e.r, 
cacecrefully.Theyare of as good note with God for their ſervice, 

if they be faichfull , asothers whoſe trades arc more gainfull,and 
V better 


2 
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better eſteemed gmong men. The Merchants,and Gold({miths, 
andlewellers,and others of ſuch places are notlo often mentiv« 
ned inthe ſcriptures as they be, nor animated with ſo many con- 
ſo!ationsas they are:the grand prowiſes for bleſſing on their la» 
bours,is made tothem inffeciall, and the re(t mult deduct their 
comforts from thence by proportion, « 
Reproofeof them that iſdaine this calling , ſcorning to be of 
it,or to put their children ©G it, as accounting , and calling them 
bindes, and clownes, and peaſants, & contemptible perſons, that 
be of that prof (lion. [tis a rightcous hand of God vpun vs,that 
tillage is ſo much decaicd, becaule itis no better regarded : and 
that there ſhould be ſo much detracted daily fromthe imploy- 
ment of men,becaule there are ſo few men that are villirig to be 
iwploycd,init, Notwichtanding it 1s their great (ione,as may ap- 
pearc by the premiſſes, which doe what they cangfor ther parts, 
to defraud the land of fo ancient, honclt, prohitable,and necclary 


/ atrade and vocation, 


Dot. 
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But be that followeth the idle, Ge. They that diſpole themſclues 
to id)caetTe,ſhall neither want example not company in it, 

They ſhall hauc all inticements and allurements to drawthem 
toit,and hold them in it,{o ſoone asthey haue any inclination to 
that way . They ſhall not be the brit inucntors of that trade, bus 
others have vied it before them, and divers will practiſe it with 
them. They ſhall inde the yce broken to them,and a path bca» 
tcn out for them , and all inducements to bring them intothe 
ſnare. 

Firſt, there are very many that are giuen tothis finne,as may 
appearc by the manifold agmonitions, rebukes and threatnings 
tothem thatlive in it. Jt is a(urerule to be obſcrued, that when the 
holy Ghoſt doth dealc often , and largely again(t any cuill, itis 
ſuch as is hainous, anddangerous, and many arc ſubicto it, 

Secondly,they are ſociable and delight in company,and take 
pleaſure tobe diuersof them together . Experience confirmeth 
this,and maketh itapparant and manif: ſt. How many doe lit to» 
gcther at drinking, and quafhng, and ſurfetting? How many doe 
flocke together to vaine plaics, and idlefſports and paſtimes? 
How many were wont to [waruc together cuery where, as in * 

j = ſundry 
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ſundry places they doe (till in that deteſtable courſe of wandring 
and roguiſhnelle? It may ſeeme to haue beene no delightfull has 
birtationto liucin want and penury and diſgrace ina folitary wil- 
derncſle, and yet that was haunted by them , according as Job t- 
Alificch : They were chaſed foorth from among men : they fbouted at 
them, a5 ata theefe . They roared among the buſnes,and vnder the lob 30.7.5. 
thiſtler they gathered themſelues, 
Thirdly, they poyſon each others heart, when they come to+ 3 
gether with ſuch ſpeeches,and exerciſes, as they arcnot ealily re- 
duced to any vertuous behauiour afterwards, 
Admonition to lookecoour ſclucs , andour people,that the 2/e,r. 
contagion of the ſociety , perſwalions, orexamples of vathrifty 
er{ons , bring not cither vs or ours to ioyne with them, or tobe 
ike vnto them, Seeingthe nitber of them 13 ſo great, our watch- 
fulnelſemult bethe more, thatif we may, we ſhunne theircom- 
pany,if we may nor, yet totake a preſcruatiuethat we be not infe- 
cd bv them . Letthis beremembred that though their number 
be great , yet there are none of them wile , and though they are 
preſently tul of mirth , yet they ſhall not long bee full of wealth: 
and as they free cthemſclues from the paines thatother men take, 
ſo. they debar themſelues fromthe plenty which others enioy, 
and fall into that want which ochers eſcape. 
[i deſtitmte, ce. Every idle perſon 13 fooliſh. Though ſome of DoT7.z, 
them hauc knowledge , and that more then the greater part of 
chem that be laborious and diligent, yet God will not vouchſafe 
itthe name of ynderſtanding, nor themſcluesthecreditto bee 
called wiſe men. Theſame that he afhrmeth here, he doth (tand 
to,andiuſtifein an other place , repeating againe the (elfe ſame 
words : / paſſed by the ficld of the ſloathfull,and by the vineyard of the p,, . 4.30; 
man deſi ume of vnderfkanding, And the conſequence doth alloar- . 
gueas much, when he lenderh himto ſchoole to ſuch aſimple 
Miſrelſeto betaught, ſaying, Goe 19 the Piſmire,O ſinggard: be- 
bold her waies and be wiſe, 
Firft,true wiſdom is neuer ſeparated from faithfulneſle in ones Reaſon; 1. 
calling, becauſe it 1seuer ioyned with the fearc of God,and the | 
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the word of God teacheth cuery man #0 /abowrwith bis bands, (or 
otherwilc)tbe thing that is goed, Ephel.4.28. 

Secondly, the want and muſcry hee plungeth himſelfe into, 
doth fhew that wiſdome is away « For wiſdome dwellcth with 
prudence,and makcth men prouident fur themlclues , rhcir [atg 
and family. | 

Thirdly, his conceitednelle doth cuict his follie : for, The ſlug. 
gard is wiſer in bus owne conceite , then ſenen men that can renagr ;: 
reaſon.Pro.26.16.And then ye know how the calc tandeth with 
him. Seeft chow a man that ts wiſe in bus owne ejes ? there ts more hope 
of a foole then of him Prou.26.12. 

Inftruction,co be afraid of ſo dangerousa hane that bringcth; 
ſo much miſchicfc with it . What can; be more hurtfull and Perni- 
ctious then it is ? What can bring a man into greater miſcrics ? It 
draweth men into euill company ;z euill company will corrupt 
them with cuill behaviour, and itand cuill companie, and ui! 
behauiour will bring them into an euill Rate, and rob them both 
of their wealth,and good wit. No thceues can doc fo much,noty- 
rants can make (uch a ſpoile, no fire can burne vp and conſume 
thoſe things thatit can . They do no more but bercaue men of 
their money and (ubftanceas it doth,and ittaketh away their vil. 
dome and credit as they doenot, When goods be gone, labour 
may get more, and friends may giue more to them that hauc vn- 
derſtanding , or atlcaſt they ſhall haue peace in their hearts with 
God,and fauor with good men : but, when vnderſtanding is lo(t 
as well as their wealth , what ſhall become of them ? They know 
not how to recouer their ſtate; they know not how to beare 
their warts: they hauc no conſolation in God : they hauc no 
countenance from godly men , they haue(continuing in that (in 
without repentance)no ſure hope of (aluation in heauen, 


Verſe 12, The wicked deſireth the defence of thew that bee emi!!! 
but the roote of the righteoma gineth it, 


V Hen the vngoely doe come into perils, and sfflicior.s, 
and troubles doe come vpon them , all their hope of 
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help re{teth wholly in men,and thoſe not the godly which mighe 


dirctrthem,or pray for then, but finfull pcrlons as bad as theme 
[-[ues, whoſe fauor & power they truſt vnto,but in vaine,tor they 
are deceiued hy them : but the righteous arc nat or need not to 
be driven to fuchſhitts , the Lord Ieſus Chriſt their root vnder- 
taketh their preſeruationgand doth nor voncly maxc a ſhew there- 
of but etfcAually pertormeth ir, 

le1s the property of hinners one to relic ypon another, It was 

an ordinary thing with the godly Kings and good people of Ifracl 
to preuent plagues and dangers by taithfulnetle and obedience 
to Go, and to remooue them when any came,by humiliation & 
pratcrtohim :and ic was ordinary vith the wicked Kings,and 
ſ11full peopleto procure plaguesby rebel[1on againſt God,and to 
ſceke remedie , by flying fromhim to his encmics. Sometimes 
they repofed vpon £gypt, as /ſ4i:b complaincth, and threat- 
neth them for it,faying, oe vnts them that goedowne into e/Eoypt 
for helpe and ſtay upon horſes , and truſt m chariots becauſe they are 
miny,and m horſe men , becauſethbey are very ſtrong ; but they locke 
mot nts the holy one of Iſrael, nor [eebe vnto the Lord. Somctimes 
their confidence was Asfbwr,as Heſealaiethto their charge: When 
Ephraim ſaw his ſichneſſe , and [udab his wound, then went Ephraim 
vnto A:ſhur,and ſent unto King [areb: yet could be not heale you,nor 
cure yon of your wound. 

Firſt they are ſenluall, and looke with a flcſhly eye,and then 
there is great likelihood of helpe and ſuccour to be found at the 
hand of many wicked men,becaulc their power ſeemeth fo grear 
and their fauour fo much towards f{uch as are like to them« 
ſclues. 

Secondly , Godis anenemyrothem , and they beencmies to 
good men,and therefore they haueno expeRation toberelicucd 
of him,or to bee comforted by them. And this isalledped as a 
cauſe why Saul conſulted with the witch , becauſe the Lord anſwer 
red brim not ;; neutber by dreams , nor yet by Fr199 mov yet by Props. ets. 

Thirdly they hane provoked God fo far,that hc is purpouledto 
execute his iudgement vpon them , & thereforethey arc icttto 
chemſclucs.to take ſuch a way,as wil work chem wo, but dorhemn 
no good , Furithath beene already declared in theforiner chap= 
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ter, verſe 21, that theugh hand ioyne in hand the wicked ſhall 
not bee enpuntſhe@, And this makerh them liable to the curſe 
that ſ[eremy denounceth', Curſed bee the man that truſteth in man; 
ant makerb fi:ſh bis arm: aud withdrawerb bu beart from the Lord, 
Icremy 17.5. 

Intru&ion, to continucovur faithfulneſle, that God may con- 
tinuc his fauour and goodneſleto ys.lf welcecke himinour proſe 
ſpcricy,we ſhall find him in our aduerhity : it we ſcrue him in our 
beſt ſaſcty , wee ſhall bee preſcrued in our greateſt perils : if our 
hearts be open to receiuvehis word, hiscies will be open to [ce our 
ditcelles,and we ſhal notnecd toluc to the wicked men for aide 
and protection, 

Reproofe of their folly which caſt chemſclues into ſuch miſery 
25 that they cannot be ſafe withoutſuch miſerable helpers, Euill 
men muſt fall themſclues , and how can they make other ſinners 
to ſtand? They mult be condemned and executed , and can they 
ſet their companions at liberty ? A wretched calc is that male- 
Qor in,that hath no better friends then him that Randeth 'at the 
bar in gicues and bolts arraigned by him. Itis as bad to haue the 
enemies ſword to pierce ones (ides without, as a ruinous houſe to 
fall on his head wichin, The ſcuen and twenty thouſand men 
whom the wallfcll ypon in Aphck,, were in as bad ſtate, asthe 
hundred thouſandthat were flaine in the field, Andit will appeare 
inthe cnd, thatall wicked men when confidence is repoledin 
them,arc nothingelſe but lwelling walles, and old rotten caſtles 
that are rumbling downe. 

But the roote , 5c, Thereisno danger to them that grow by 
faith in Ieſus Chriſt, The talleſt cedars,and (trongeft oakes arc 
not falt ſerled and firmely rootedgas isthe loweſt Saint & weak- 
eſt Chriſtian . In thoſe kind of trees, the root cannot defend the 
branches, nor body : the wind may breake off the boughes,and 
armes and the axc may cut downe the whole ſtocke without re- 
filtance,but our roote doth miniſter as much ſafety as ſap to the 
whole Church and every (prig of th: (ame.No ſtormes and tem. 
pelts, no force nor weapons ſhall ſcparate the leaſt of his frum 
hm,nor any way make ſpoile of chem. 

Fult, hee dricth vpthe ſpring and fountajne of all hurts and 

dangers, 
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dangers, and that is ſunne; the guiltine(ſe of it is taken away by 
remillion,and the puniſhment by his ſuttring , and the power by 
his grace, & what then is the peri] that we ſhold Rand in feare of? 

Secondly, he maketeh all his fi uitfull, and the fruit is a fenceto 
Gods trees, though mens be more beaten and broken by cudgels 
and polcs forthat which groweth vpon them, 

Thirdly , cuery one of them that haue Chriſt for their roote, 3 
hauc God the Father for their dretler and keeper : /obnr5, And 
thereforc if any thing be hurtfullin them, he taketh ir away : if a- 
ny thing be wanting to them , he makech fupply : 1f violencehe 
attempt:d againſt them, he refilterhit , This happinelle of che 
Church and vſcof particular Chriftians doth Go. himſelf ſpeak 
of , making profefſion of his prouident care of themin the pro. 
phecy of l/airh,$mg.(aith he,of rhe vineyardof red wine, I the Lord Ifay 27.1.3, 
doe keepe it : [will water tt every moment ; leaſt any aſſaile tt , Iwill 
heepe fs nig bt and day, 

Feurthly,one cipeciall part of the ſap that Chriſt the root of 4 
Chriſtians doth ſend vpto his branches,isthe ſpirit of praicr,and 
that maketh their praiers fit to come vp to him , and he maketh 
them meetto be preſentedro his father :now then in al their trou- 
bles they will ſurely cry to him, and whenſoever they do cry he 
will more ſurely heare therr,and whenlocuer he hearcththem, he 
will moſt afſuredly helpe them, 

Inftcu4ion,to tric in what tate we ſtand by the roote that we F{e.t- 

grow vpon, Euety man and woman, euery perſon that is deſcen« 
ded from Adam is a branch of atrec ; either growing naturally, 
as he was borne in the old tocke, andſoheis (ubieft to Gods 
diſpleaſure and iudg-mments ;or elle is ingrafted into Chriſt as be. 
ing new borne, andſo hath his part in Godzfauour and mercies, 
If we would therefore baue our hearts at liberty, withour dread of 
calamitiesand miſery, we muſt draw all our ſafety from wher ce 
we derive our faluation,and that is from the Lord Icſus our Saui- 
our,and ourhbeing in him,and growing in him, and communion 
with him, Externall meanes wilt not ſufkce to ſecu:* vs from 
Iurts without this inward medicine, & deliucrance from placues 
by Gods owne hand will not comfore vs, withourthe reſpect of 
this caulc, | 
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Conſolation to them that be in Chriſt;as the Apoſtle ſaith ro 
the Romans, that there is no damnatioto them, lo the ſpirit (aith 
here that there is no dangerto them : there is allurance that no- 
thing ſhall keepe them trom heauen and everlaſting lite, and 
here 154 warrant that nothing ſhal hurt chem in cartl;,ang mn ehis 
lif-. That godly gloriation which is vied there,againlt the ene 
mes of our ſoules, may hitly allo bee vied here againſt the enc. 
mics of our budtes : If God bee one our ſide, who can bee againſt v1? 
W919 ſoall ſeparate vs from the loue of Chriſt ? hal tribu/ation, or an- 
gmih, or perſecution, or famine , or nakedneſſe , or perill, or ſwora? 
Trough Sathan and finaners would, yettliey can doe nothing a- 
gain(t vs that (hall bee for our hurt 3 and though God himlclfe 
Can , ycthee will doc nothingte vs, that ſhall not turneto vur 
goo, 


Verſc 12.T he enill man ts ſnared by the wichedneſſe of bu lipper, 
but the wiſe ſoall come out of aduerſine, 


S wicked men doe maliciouſly abuſe their tongues to the 

hurt of others, ſo alſo many times they oucrſhoote them- 
ſelues (o farre as that aduantage is taken of their words to their 
ownepcrill and hurt, as on che other de the godly doc often» 
times helpe chemſclues outof troubles by the wildome of their 
lpceches, 

They that hauecuill tongues, doc moſt hurt themſelues with 
them. This point we reſeruc ro be handled inthe lixt and ſcuenth 
verſcs of the eighteenth chapters, where wil be fitter occalion to 
handle itmorefully, 

But the righteous ſhall come ont , Fe. Heis neuer deſtitute of a 
good helper in his troubles that hath a good tongue to deale for 
him. 

He doth not heere,onely (ct downe the allurance that (ſuch as 
feare God haue to eſcape from their aftiiftions, butthemeanes 
whereby they obtaine their deliverance, God hath ordained 
troubles for his people to be tried with : and he hath appointed 
the iNſ1c out,aſlweilas the entrance in: and their enemies malici- 


ous words doc commonly worke their moleltation : and their 
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owne Chriſtian ſpeeches doe vſually procure their peace and li” 
berty. 

Firſt,the wrath of thoſe chat are incenſed again(t themyis cher- 
by much abated , if not altogether pacificd. If they bee not 
whollyimplacable,and ſuch as haue caſt off all humanity, milde 
and gentle ſpeeches will mitigate their diſpleaſure . A Prince is 
pacified by Paying of anger, and 4 ſoft anſwer breaketb the bone;: 
Prou.:5.15, 

Secondly , words of truth being wiſely delivered will very 
much gracea good cauſc, totheſatisfying of them that knew ir 
not before,and the refuting of them that arc falſe accuſcrs , and 
the winning of cheir fauours that for mercy were not lo well affe- 
Acd to them. 

Hereof we hauc an example inthe prophecy of /eremie :; The 
Pcieſts and the Prophets accuſed him to the Princes and people 
ava man deſcruingrto be put to death for his doftrine, He hath 
liberty co ſpeake for himlclfe ; hee prooucth his innocency,by 
ſhewing the author of all that he preached, and that was God gi» 
uing him a commandement to publiſh ic: and the end that they 
ſhould repent and amend their waics, and (ocſcape the iudge- 
ments threatned. The Princes,and all che people preſently were 
on his ſide, they ſpake for him, they cleared him of that crime, 
which was charged vponbim , they iuſtificd his faithfulneſle in 
his miniſtery , T his man © not worthy to die( (ay they ) for hee hath 
pokes 18 v1 in the name of the Lord, 

Thirdly,with godly and gracious words of praier, godly men 
preuaile with God himſclfc, asit was ſaid of /acob, and therefore 
no aduecrſity can preuaile againſt them. Forthis, and che vics 
therof,ſce the cight verſe of the former chapter,where arcalinoſt 
the very words of this preſent text, C'» 


Verſe 14. A manſoall bee ſatiat with good things by the fruite of 
bi mouth , and the recompencs of 4 mans hand: (ball God grue wnto 
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A Man ſpall be ſatiate with good things, 4c. Thatis ſhall be re- 


compenccd by che Lord with great blefſiugs , for the good 
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viage of his tongue, when he ſpeaketh to Gods glory, and the 
edification of his brethren,or for iuſtice and equity in the behalf 
of them that are wronged, and iniuricuſly dealt with. He will 
ſtirrevp men to louc him,and ſhew kindnes vnto him, yea thoſe 
ſometimes which be of great —_ and able to doe him much 
good,as it is ſaid,be that loweth purenes of bart, for the grace of bus 
lippes the King ſhall be bu friend, Prou.22.11. But efpecial y he 
himſelfe will beſtow vpon himall good things forthis life, and 
graces for cucrlaſting life, and glory for life eycrlafting. And the 
recompence,&c, And ſo ſhall every mans good workes be allo 
rewarded with mercy and fauour, though there be nothing in 
them of deſert and merit. 

Nothing ſhall be vnrewarded that is well performed in word 
or deed. This hath been already handled in the eighteenth verſe 
of the former chapter vpon theſe words, He that ſoweth righte- 
ouſneſſe ſball receine 4 [ure reward. 


Verſe.15. The way of « feole is right in bis awne ext1, but bee that 


heareth connſellu wiſe, 


F: He way of a feole,)The wicked courlc and behauior of a (in. 
full perſon, whom God reputeth a foole: ( for it is not vn- 
derſtood of an ideotyas may appear by the compariſon between 
them,cap.26.12. Seefſf thou 4 mav wile in hs awne coneeit, there ts 
more bope of a foole than of bim) u right in hu awne eye, he liketh 
of ir, and alloweth himfſelfe in it, as ſafe and good for him to 
walke in,and conſequently reieRteth all good aduicegand admo- 
nitions; But be that beareth connſell, which ſuſpeActh his owne 
i8.gcment,and recejucth direftion from them that are wiſe, and 
godly, and obeyeth ir, he « wyſe, ſhewerh the wiſedome that he 
had before, and learneth morcy& findeth the fruit of it by good 
effec, 

The worſe any man is,or doth,the le(le he ſecth his evil. They 
that commit the moſt ſinnes,hauc hope that they ſtand guilty of 
fewcf:they thar fall intothe greateſt cranſgreſlions, imagine that 
their falts be the ſmalleſt:they chat ſink intorhe deepeſt dangers 
doc dreame of greateſt ſafety:they that haue longeſt continued 

in 
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in rebcilion againſt God,of all others, for the moſl part are ſlowe(t 

to repentance, Theſe are they which are ſpoken of when it is ſaid 
there 1s 4 generation that are pure in their awne conceit, and yet are * 9 3912, 
not tel from they filibineſſe, Obſerve itin all ſorts of hnners, 

andit will bee found that thegreateſt offenders are furtheſt from 

all remorſe for their eftences : Papilts and 1dolaters doe thinke 

they merit atGods hand z and deſeruc heauen for their Idolatric 

and ſuperftition. Perſecutorsand tyrants, as our Sauiour faith, will 1yk.15.x 
thinke they doe God ſeruice, when they kill Chriſtians,and Mi- 

niſters, and Apoſtles, If menof (inaller infirmitics bee admo- 

niſhed of things amiſſe in chem, it is not verie hard to bring many 

of chem to a ſight of their offences, infomuch as they will ac- 
knowledge themſelues to be faultic, and thanke him that repro« 

ueth chem ; buewhen notorious adulcercrs, or drunkards, or blaſ- 
phemers bee rebuked, what diſtemper, whatrage, whatfurie doe 

they breake out into ? as though a moſt grieuous indignity were 

offcred vato them ; asthough molt innocent men were vniultly 
defamed. 

Fuft, chey are ouerwhelmed with the miſt of darkneſſe, and Rea/ors, 1, 

couered with the ſpirit of errour and ignorance : the diucll hath 

blinded their minds (asthe Apoſtle faith) chat alliudgement and * ©2144.4 
vaderſtanding istaken away fromthem. And $, Paulceſtifieth, 

that when he was inthe worſt caſe, he knew nothing but that hee 
had been in the beſt: before he knew the meaning of the law, he 
madeno doubt burthat hee had Leenc alive : but when hee (awe 


che ſence and iuſtice of the commandement, he found finne to be 
alive, and him(elfe to be dead, Rom.7.9.10, 

Secondly, the cultome of linning doth obduratethe heart,and 
depriue it of all ſence of che finne, though neuer fo hainous : the 
feehag faileth, andluſt with a greedic deſire of ſatiifying it (elte 
{11 euill, increaſerheuerie day toa fulneſle, 

Thudly, the textit felfe yeeldech a reaſon why they haue (o 
good opinion of their owne waies, becauſc they arc led with 
pride, and heare not ſuchas might ſhew chem any thing to the 
contrarie, They hauec allowance by word and praftiſe from 


fooles hke them(ſclues, and their owne carnall reaſon doth con- 
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ſent with them : and then they rake to proceed from enuy, what 
ſocuer is (poken agaivlt them, 

Terror of conceited perſons, which proceed on wilfully in 
their wicked waics, and no man can reclaime them, They are wiſe, 
they trow, hauing lived (o long, to know what is good for them- 
({cluz<s,they are not nowtolearn how to (crue God, and be ſaucd, 
But the wiſe God calleth them fooliſh men : hee faith chat th. ir 
ſtreiglit way is crooked, andtheir latc waic is dangerous, and that 
the i[[ue< thercof arcthe waics of death. When they take them - 
ſe|ucsro be happy herudgeth them miſcrable 5 when they look 
for welfare, hee threatneth woe : when they preſume of a ble(. 
fog,he pronounceth,and willaccordingly exccute acurſe, Here- 
of ſpcaketh [ſaiab, Woe rorhem that are wiſe inthe orne cies, and 
prudent in their owne ſight : They makethemiclues odious toGod ; 
they flie from repentance, they thun refo; mation, they runinto 
deſtruction, 

Confutation of them that imaginea good meaning towards 
the ſeruice of God,andtheir own (aluationto be ſufficient, whats 
ſocuer their meancs be whichtchey vic. If their mind be to haue 
their way good, they thinke it cannot beeevill, if there bee a wil= 
lingnefſerhatir ſhould be (treight,they reſt aſſured that it will not 
be crooked. Butif theopinion andwilles of men be of ſuch force 
to retific their waies, what way would not lcad to ſaluation ? we 
ſhewed before that ſuch as murdered the Saints of God thought 
toſcruc God; and bee faued by it, Why then was not Paxl in as 
good caſebefore his conuerfion as afterwards ? Xen of corrupe 
winds, and deſtitmre of the truth, thinks that gaine is godlineſſe, why 
ſhuuld not many couetous menthen enter into the kingdome of 
heauen ? Artravellcrin his journey may wander out of his way, 
notwithſtanding his meaning to goe right, if he will make nocn- 

vicic for it. And no trade or ſcience is attained'ynto, by the wil- 
lingneſle of hauing, bur oflearning- of ir. 

Conſolation to them that. are not confident of themſelues to 
Jeane on their wiſdome ; but inquire for direiop in the booke 
of God, and take aduice and counſel! from his ſeruants, Though 
the world deeme thera fillie ſoules and voidof wit, yet the Lord 


eſteemech *' 
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eſteemeth them for wiſe and men of vnderſtarding, A nd ſowid 
he proue them, and(o ſhall they find , and ſoky eventin theen 
ſhall others well perceive, 


Verſe,16. A fooles wrath is made knowne the ſame daieghnt cpru- 
dent man conereih ſham: | 


He meaning of the holy Ghoſt is notrocondemneall kind 

of anger: forit is one of the powers of the foule which God 
created as an ornament in men,and godly angeris a part of Gods 
Lmage in him, and a grace commended in foſes, Elnu,Ehſba& 
our Saviour himſclte, and he that 1s alwaics altogether de(lituce 
of this doth prouoke God to he angrie with him,tor want of zcale 
and batrcd of finne, butitis a palliovate anger thatis heere repro- 
ucd; which is not a power ot the ſoule brit an impotencie, Hee 
that conceiacth the other is an agent, and doth a lexuiceto God : 
buthe thatis moucd with this, is a meere paticnr, and linne hath 
in that calc preuailed agaiiſt him, Naw it1s laid thata fool will be 
knowne the ſame day, that is, ſuddenly and fpeedche, asſoone as 
hee is prouoked, hee will ſhew it by outcrics, revilings, or threat» 
nings, or other ſaci like (ignes of choller : But a wile man, ſc farre 
as his wiſdome watketh, and his naturall corruption and infirmi- 
ries breake nor out, will hide ſhane, that is, will tuppretTe his an» 
ger,and paſlc by the iniuries offered to him,and not diſgrace him- 
ſelfe by returning reprochtull ſpeeches to him that hath done 
him the wrong. 


They much bewray and lay open their follic that are giuen to Do, 


be haſtic to anger, 

God did (ce it before within, but now men ſhall alſo diſcerne it 
without : that which formerly didlurke in the ſoule will breake 
out by this incoſight. It will ſhew ir (elfe in their countenance, in 


their geftures, in their words, in their ations, And therefore it ©799-71.12, 


is ſaid that the diſcretion of 4 mandeferreth bis anger, and by glorie 
[I _ + by an offence, 
ir 


{t the originall and root of this raſhand haſtie angeris fin« Rea/ow: x, 


full and euill : it proceedeth from the corruption of nature : it is 


\ the worke of the fleſh, anda limbeof the old man, Gal. 5.20, 


X 3 Col, 


Vſe.r. 
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Col. 2.8. Thatholie anger againſt finne and Gods diſhonor doth 
not come [o cafily,nor is ſorcadic at hand; that muſt belaboured 
for, and obtained by praier and other godly exercilcs; and when 
there is caulc of it, our fleſhis yeric willing to entertaine it. 
Secondlie more ſpecially,prid and a high mind thatdiſdaineth 
co beare any indignities,doth kindlc it,and cauſe the flame there= 


' of tobreake out fo violently, 


Thirdly, for the manner thereof, itis inconſiderate and with. 
our all judgement, taking thoſe to bee enemies that are friends, 
and thoſe to be offences chat are kindnetles, and thoſe offences to 
bee the greateſt that arc the leaſt, and thatto deſcrue much blame 
and puniſhmentwhich isto be palled by with filence. 

'Fourthly the effets of it are dangerous, as S. James ſaith, that 
the wrath of man worketh not the rigbteonſneſſe of God, Jam, 1. 20. 
And thisScripture, that bee that  bhaſftie to anger committeth follie, 
yeaexaltcthfollie,Prou.14.17.29. asſhall bec ſhewed more parti- 
cularly in that place : And our Sauiour that he that is angric with 
his brother vnaduiſedly ſhall be culpableof iudgement, And hee 
that ſhall raile withall and call his brother foole,ſhall bee puniſhed 
with hell fre, Mar.5.22. 

InſtruRtion to vie meanesthat our hearts may bee ſtored with 
the wiſedome which is from aboue,chat is peaceable and gentle, 
Let vsnottakein theſink of other mensfaulrs to annoy our (clues 
with the voaſauorieſmell of chem, and therewith ro be defiled and 
made as vnlauoricto others. Hee that will rake all aduantages of 
wrongs done to him ſhall wrong his owne name with infamie:and 
he that conereth che ſhame of others in private iniuries, doth ac- 
tually publiſh his owne praiſe, as the holy Ghoſt (aith, /: «4 
mans glory to paſſe by an offence : it © bu benorto ceaſe trom (trife 
Prou. 19.11, & 20 3. Conſider how amiable and louclic a grace 
this mildnes,chis meeknefle, this long {utterance and forbcarancg 
is : irdeclarech wiſdome, it winneth credit, it draweth lou ;, it 
pearceththeir hearts, ifany thing can, that areſo ſparcd,itbring. 
eth comfort to our owne ſoulcs for the aflurancept Gods tercie 
in pardoning of ourfinnes. 

Reproofe of them that for credites ſake, becauſe they would 
notbce counted fooles will rifle intocucric word thatis ſpoken, 

and 
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and cuery ation that is done againſt them. Andſo to auoyd the 
name of fooles,they will doc the works of fools, and to hauc the 
reputation of wiſe men,they will praRtiſe that which is contrary 
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to wiſedome: they will ſhame themſelucs in defire of bonor,and 
bring contempt vpon their owne heads, in hopeto be muchre- 
garded. When they ſhew themſclues much dilpleaſed,it ſeemeth 
to them that they are much feared, & indeedthey are much diſ- 
pifed: great hear with offer of revenge, they thinke will be im- 
putedto great courage and magnanimity,but God & wiſe men 
aſcribe it to folly and debiliry.It is a certaine rule of truth, that 


he is molt valiane,chat is molt patient: & ſo getteth the vitury Rom.:z.x1, 


that overcommeth cuill with goadnetle. And no conquerer is (o 
mighty as he that ſubducth his owne pafſionsand diltempered 
affeQions.For ſo doth the Lord himſclfe who is the res jay 


pire in this and all other cauſcs,ſet downe his award; Hee that xs Prou.i 32, 


ſlaw to anger is better then the mighty wan : and hee that ruleth bis 
owne wind 6 better than be that winnath 4 City, 


Verſe 17.He that ſpraketh truth, will fhew rigbreouſueſſe :but a 
falſe witneſſe vſeth deceit, 


E that ſpeaketb,ordinarily in his comm 6ſpecch,that which 

is true vill pew rigbteouſneſſe,that is, will carry him(elfiuft- 
ly,and further rightcouſnes with his reftimony, when he ſbalbe 
publickly called thcrunto. But 4 falſe witneſſe,a falſe man becom- 
ming a falſe witne(Tc,will vſe deceit,will make a ſhew of trueth, 
and peraduentureveter ſome part therof,bur with ſuch craft and 
cunning,as ſhall be contrary to rightcouſnes, and hurtful to any 
200d caulc, 


He that ſpeakgth therruth &.They that yſe nottheir tongues px 


to the truth in private, can hardly be broughe to deale truely in 
publike. : 

There muſt be as well a trayning of that to make it fit for equi- 
ty and iuſtice, as of the hands, and other partes of the body to 
make them skilfull in handling a weapon,and bearing of armes, 
and doing of other fcates that belong to a ſouldier, As no man 


* is mcete tobe made a publike perſon,& tobe called toeminent 


place 
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Placecither of magiſtracy or miniſtery, that hath not before de- 
Clared his worthineſle by ſhewing forth thoſe vertues, and cxcel- 
lent qualities which the holy Ghoſt preſcribed in the ſcriptures: 
lolikewiſe isnotany competent for any worke thatis publikec, 
vnleſſc his former conuerſation vpright and honeſt, commend, 
him vnto it,butlcaſt of all if the contrary be found common and 
ordinary with him. The rule which our Sauiour giveth insno- 
ther caſe,will hold as firmly in this. He that &« faithful us the leaſt, 
Luke 16,20, bee is alſe faitbfull in much : and be that ts vninſt in the leaſt,iu alſo 
4 vninſt in mucb. 
Reaſons. 1, Firſt,the mouth of theman is the mouth of the mans treaſure: 
that which he {pcaketh he beſt loueth : chat which is moſt in the 
lippes,hath greateſt place in the heart. Jf therefore the eruth be 
deare vnto him, hee will aſſuredly ſhew it foorth , when he ſhall 
Rand for that purpolc before God, and his ſubſtitute, and doc ſo 
good a ſcruice of louc and piety : butif he haue any fellowſhip 
wich falſhood, he will now take pare with it , beeing yoide of the 
feare of God, 2nd afraide to diſplcaſe man , and having fo fit op- 
portunity to gratific his fleſhly friends , and to procure thankes, 
and recompence to himſclte, 

Secondly, no man exerciſeth the truth atany time conſciona- 
bly but by che ſpirit of truth, and that direing mens heares 8t 
other timesin matters of leiſe waighe, will not faile them at their 
greateſt need, when they are to performe a duety of fo great im- 
portance : and ſo on the other ſide Sathan hath the dil] poſing of 
ehcir rongues that giue themſclues to lying : he is their Father, 
heteacheth them theirtrade, and tasketh chemin their worke, 
and they be wholly at his commandement : and who doubteth 
but that he will command them to beeon his fide, and totake a- 
gainſt the truth ſo farrc as the knowledge of the truth ſhall make 
- againſt his praQuſcs? 

ſe. InſtruQtion,for them that would not fall to falſe witneſſe bea- 
ring,tbat would notincurrethe diſpleaſure of G O D,and hazard 

the loſle of their owne credit, that they acquaint themſclucy 

with eruc ſpeaking in all their words., ſoas it may be familia, 

with them when chey arc in any cauſc to bee depoſed : thay 

chey deale ſoundly iathe company of few, leaſt they ſhew thei, 

falſhoog 
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| tionthat wasgiuen to Darime by his princes,that D auielregarded 
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_ - falſchoodinpreſence vhmany+#thathey hote alllying amor.g 


the mcaneſt, and thereby auoide itamong the greateſt, 

2. Toiudges,and magiltrates, andall miniftcrs of iuſtice, that 
they be very circumſpeRyſo farre as in them is, what manner of 
perſonsthey admicforlurars,and Quelt-men to dehuer vp yer« 
dits :orto be acculcrs,or witneſles tur giving in of evidence : & 
well eo life the teſtimony of the that are wont to faile of fidelity, 

leſt aschey vſc to fill mens exzes with vntruths,ſochey allo defile 

the place of iudgement with periury, and vniuflice, How many 

rizhteous men may a few (uch deceivers turne out of the right 

way?what wrongmay they otter,what hurt may they doe, what 

miſchicfe may they work both in opprefiingthem that are inno-+ 
cent and clearing of the wicked? 


Will ſbew righteenſneſſe,vſeth deceit,erc. The ſpeaking oftrue nf. z; 


words is nonote of a faithfull man, valctleit be in due manner, 
and plainc meaning. 

Fal(le witneſſes do not alwaies vtter flat lics,and palpable vn- 
erucths:for then they would be ſoone cſpicd, and quickly con= 
winced, and cafily confuted:they would be cenſured of cuery wi, 
andcredited of no man : but their fraude is coucred with a faire 
ſhew of verity,as ſlips of copper appeare to be good coine, when 
they arc gilded ouer. The promiſe of cuerlafting life is not giucn 
eo all that (peak the truth, but onely to them 16a: ſpeake the rrw;h 


«n their heart, that is, in fincerity and vprightneſie, The diucll Plal.r5.x: 


himſelfe did ſpeake that which was truc, and cuen the words of 


holy truth co Ieſus Chriſt, when he ſaid that God had giuen _ 


a charge to his Angels to hold his people in their hands, 
that they ſhould not daſh their foote againſt « ſtode : but iewas 
guilcfully deliuered, a materiall pare being ſupprefſed, and the 
re(t peruerted to draw him to Gnfall preſumption, Ir was a true 
information that wasgiuzn to Saw by Doeg,that Abimelech the 


Ziphims that D axid bid himeſclfe in the weed by them. [t was 2 truc 
Chnmaies that was giuE to Nebncbadnexzar bythe Chaldeans 


that Shadrach, Meſpach, and Abedyags would not ſerue his Gods, Dan.z,tz 


ner worfbip the image that be bad ſer vp, & it was atruc informa- 


_ 


at.4. 6 


1.Sam,22.16 


Pric(t had miniſtred both foode avd weapon to Darid, and by the & :;,r1, 


Dan 6. r3, 


Reaſon! 1. 


tcrem 4.3, 


Fer. 
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wot the decree that be bad ſealed but made bu petition three times 
« day: but all theſe true informations were made by falſe men, of 
deceirfull lips and malitious hcartsfor wicked purpoſes, 

Firſt,God hcarcth our words, beheldeth all our proceedings, 
he looketh to the heart cfpccially, and obſcrueth likewiſe the 
manner of our teſtimonies, not only what js vttered, but how 
much,whether all that ought to be, or mere then ſhould bee,or 
the iu} mcaſurethat is required,and only they that can approue 
themſclues to him, for ſincerity and vprightnelle arc to be repu» 
ecd faithfull,and the reſt are but crafty dilſemblers, 

Secondly,if true words alone would paiſcfor currant without 
further reſpeR of drifr,vad maner, thoſe things would be many 
times ſcparated which God would haue alwaiesioyned together 
and thoſe things would be made oppoſite, which he appointeth 
$0 be ſubordinate one to another: truth is. oftentimes ſpoken 
without loue that will peruert juſtice and true dealing,and ſtirre 
yp oppreſſion and violence,as-isto be ſeen in the formercxame 

les, But foit muſt not be, a- breach muſt not be made among 
thoſe that are-cuer tobe knie together with an vnſeparable bed 
of ynion. Thos ſhalt ſwrare, (aith the Prophet, the Lord lineth, in 
guth,in indgement, and in righteonſueſſe : thatis, thou ſhale tru= 
ly,rightly,and rightcouſly profefſc him, & take an oath by him, 
when thou haſta cauſe,and calling to [weare, and accordingly 
diſpoſe of all the reſt of thy ſpeeches, 

Inftrutionſo to order and guide our lippes in all thatwe ſay, 
that men may find nothing but verity in the matter which wee: 
declare, and God may ſee nothing but fincerity in the endwhich 
we propoſe. And fo though we be fifted, yerwce ſhallnot bee 
ſhamed;& though there be accuſations (as the eruth muſt look 
to be quarrelled withal[)yet there wil be no conuiftions,ſolong 
as an vprighe heart doth clcere vs, 

Reproofe of guilefull perſons whoſe trade is to be painters of 
badcaufes. If any man haue tapged,rormne,androtten matters in- 
hand,which every honeſt man rcieeth, let him come to them, 
and they will ſet ſuch colours and piRtures therupon, as ſhall 
makethem appear yery beautifull.But let them know that they | 
thallmakethcmſclucs co be baſc, and God will bring ſuch cun- 
ning 


. 
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ning decciuers ( athee hath already dealt withdiuers #quiyocane 
ſophiſters) coſhameand contempr. 


Verſe 18. Their is that ſpeaksth wordi like the pricking of « (ward : 
but the tongue of wiſe wen u bealth, prick; og of þ 


Here #4, « brood and company of finfull fooles, whirh ſpeaks 

word: likg the prickingrof aſword, that is, dangerous and per- 
nicious, which picrce deeper to the hurt of mens names & ſtates 
thenche edge and point of a ſword doth to ones body. Butthe 
tongue of the wiſe is health, their ſpeeches are wholeſome and 
helpfull both co themſclues and others, 

No weapon is morehurefull then a wicked tongue. Among |, , 

allchecomplaints whichthe godly, and Gods owne ſpirit make _ 
againſt the wicked in the Scriptures, theyſeldome complaine of 
any thing morethen of heir virulent and peſtiferous mouthes, 
It is aid of flatterers, that their words ave more gentle then vile, and 
yet they are ſwords: Plal,yy.zr, Iris ſaid of falſe accuſers, ſuch as 
Doerg was, that their tongues are ſuarpe raſors that eur deceitfully, 
Pſalms. 52.2, Itisfaid of falſe witnelle bearers, that they are liky 
hammers, and ſwords, and ſbarye arrower.Prov, 25,18, Itis faidof 
all ſorts, and of cucrie one ofthem, that their throat is av open So 
pulchre : they bane wſedtheir tongues to deceit, the poiſon of aſper is 
vnder their lppes, Rom. 3.13. 

Firft, they cauſe (words tobe drawn, andbloud to be ſhed,and Resſons. x. 
men to be (laine, and much miſchicfe ro be wrought, Abimelech 
and his brethren the Prieſts, were killed by the tongue. Naborb 
and his ſoanes were killed with the tongue. Our Saviour Chriſt 
himſclfe was killed by the tongue, as Peter chargeth vpon them 
that procured his death : Haw hane yee 14ken by the hands of the 
Withed, and baue crucified and ſlaine : you defired a mwrderer tobes 
given you, and hylled the Lord of life, Ats 2.23, & 3.15. 

Secondly, the ſword, or any other weapons can onely hurt 2 
them that are preſent, and inplacenceretoit : bur the ſtroke of 
the tongue will light vponthem moſt daungerouſlie that arc ab- 
ſent and farre off: no placeor diſtance can helpe againſt it ; and 
one man may doe milchietc __ toa grent mukitude, Doe 

- wit 


1Sam, 22,19 
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wich ane breath deftroied che-whole City of Noab; both man & 
woman, both childe and ſuckling ,.and yetwas nor prient at it. 
What a ſlaughter would Hamas haue made throughout the 
whole Pcrlian'Monarchie,'it the Lord had not wonderfully pre- 
ucated it? | 

Thirdly, when men bee alſaulted;with weapons, others will bee 
ready accardingtothejy. power and-opppriuſnine te ſuccaur and 
defend cher, or to pittythem for the v congand violenge which 
they ſuſtaine ; but a malignant tongue cauſeth others to (mite 
thole whome it ſairethgcither by reporting that which it affic+ 
meth, or by bclecying,that which jt reportcth, 
 Fourthly, the ſword can onclis wound the body, and take” a- 
way thenatugall life; and whenthe breath is-gone the paine iscn- 
ded : but a peſtilent rongue may poilonthe ſoule, and deprive 
men ofcucrlaſting life, and bring vpon them perpetualleorments 
for cucr. 

Adxonitiapto be.yaric how wee carry out tongues, that they 
bee ſafely put vp fxdm doing of huxt, and never: vnſbeathed, bur 
when we are toftrike at linue, and to skirmiſh with ſathsn. It is 
not good to make fraies with our: brethren, and to drawe vpon 
their names : If wee cannot vic-our weapons better, the Lord 
will biad.vs to the: peace, ang tak ogder that his people may goe 
morelafcly by.vs. tae wh E. 

InftruQion to auoid the companie of ſuch ſinfull hackfars, 
that are ncuct without ſuch deadly weapens,What cans Chriſliz 
do or ſay,or omit,that will notſer cheircongues on worke ? And 
how can they open their mourhgs to [peake with their congues, 
but that they muſt pceds {pic venome? ifthey be apgrytheir bit- 
ter railings, and reuilings ſhall haue ſharp points, & keenecdges : 
if they be merry,they will perſecute with taunts and girds, and bi- 
ting icſts : howſocucr they bee difpolcdthey will vomitout im+ 
pious othes, and blaiphewicy ox {uch other corrupt ſpeeches as 
will either bring grietc,orinfeion. 2, Tobealwaics armed, and 
well fenced agaiglt the, becauſe we ſhall haue neceflary occaſions 
diuerstimes to bee in preſence withther, That therefore wee 
ſecke protection from God by praicr, as the Prophet did, fay- 


Pſal.149.1.3 ing: Deliner mee O Lord, from the exall man ; preſerne mee from the 


cruel 
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 ervellman : which ſharpen their tug war bs 4 Serpent, adderipoiſen 
4 vnder tbegr Lipper, And withall let ys put on innocency : for that 
will repell ehcir firokes, and ward them off, that they ſhall never 
hurt vsdeadly, Trucitisthatnone are ſo much laid at, asthey 
, which are moſtblameleſle, the greateſt accuſations, and threat- 
nings, and (coffesare again them : but yet they clcape belt of 
all others, becauſc they arc leaſt liable ro all thoſe kind of curſed 
ſpeakings, 

But the tongue of wiſe men, fe, Itis the property of good men Doi, 2, 
to yſc their lippes to doe good with them, This point hath been | 
in ſome part already handled, in the ſecond claule of the fixth 
verſe, and we purpolc,ifit picaſe God,to ſtand more largely ypon 
itinthe hfreenth chapter, verſc 4, where is (aid, that « who/ſome 
tongue is atree of life. 


Verſe 19. The lippe of truth ſballbee flable for ener, and a lying 
tongue but for a mement. 


72 meaning is, that ſuch as ſpealee the truth in vprightneſle 
will notyaric in their talke, but tell the ſametale againe, and 
bee like to themſelues in that which they ſhall ſay, whereas liars 
bein and out, affirming anddenying, and ſpeaking contradii- 
ons in the ſame matter, 

Onclie true menare conſtant in their words. DoZ, 

They goc notfrom that which they haue well ſpoken, as they 
will notftand to that which they hauec failed in, as eb profeiled 
of himmſclfe, ſaying, will lay my hand vyen my mouth, Once hane 
I ſpokge, bus I will anſwer no more, yea twice, but 1 will proceed no 
further. This cauied the Apoſtle S, Paw! (oferioully to cleare him- 
ſelfc of alt lightneſfe and vnconſtancy,that the Corinthians ſhould 
hauc no fuſpicion chat with him ſhould bee yes, yes, and nay nay, 
but that his promiſes, and preaching, and purpoſcs were fable 
and frme, and ynchangcable. 

Firſt, their matter will helpe their memoric : for that which is 
truth once, will bee truth cucr, ſo thatthe ſame ground and ſub- 
ietremaincth ill tg repeat, and reiterate, as was to be ſpoken of 

"the beginnings 
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Sccondl y,the fame ſpirit that worketh a love & conſcience of 
$ the truth,wherby men are made to be true, doth never ceaſe to be 
the ſame: therefore as it ſcaſoneth the heart, & guided the heart at 
the fir(t, (o it will ſtabliſh the heart, and dirce the Tips co the end, 
For fincerity,and vprighenes is of all chings moſt durable, & leafy 
ſubie to alteration and change. And thatS. Panlaſligneth for a 
caulſc of his vauariable conſtancy, that hee minded not thoſe 
things which he did mind according to the fleſh, whereby there 
ſhould be with him, ye4,ye4,and nay,ney, 2.Cor.t.tz, Now liars 
doc want alltheſe helpes : they had neede to haue good memo. 
ry, to remember what they ſaid before, leaſt they tell a contrarie 
tale:for the thing related cannot put themin mind ofir. Forthey 
vicnot to frame their words to the veritic of the mateer which 
they ſpeake of, but to the ſeruing of their owneturnes, aud ef- 
feing of their purpoſes, as hee ſpeaketh of the vneonſcionable 
Prou 20.14 chapman : It «neugbr, it is nenght, ſaith the buier : but when hee i 
gone apart beboafteth, A notable example of a wandring, vare= 
generate, and vnſtable tongue ſpeaking contrarieties almoſt with 
the ſame breath, isto bee ſcene in that blaſphemous railing Reb. 
ſbakeb whomthe King of Aſhur ſent again Jeruſalem in the time 
of Hezechiah, In the entrance of his ſpeech heeſeemed to bee all 
for the Lord : hee taxech Hezekjebfor taking downe his hie pla« 
cesand altars, hee pretendeth obedience vnto him, as though 
he came thicher by his commandement, ſaying ; The Lord ſaide, 
Goe vp againſt this land, and deftreieit. But before he had made an 
Way 36. 7.10. end,the Lord God of [{racl,and the Idols of the Gentiles were all 
—_ one with him. Andtherefore hee matcheth him with the con4 
quered Gods of Hamath, and of Arpad, and of Sepharuaim, oc, 
that ſecing they could not deliver their countries out of his 
hands, the Lord was notable to deliver leruſalem from him, The 
Plala2.4 | ying miſcreants in the Pſalmes are bragging of the libertic and 
freedome of ther tongues, becing altogether ſlaves and drud- 
g*s toSathan, luſt, and lewdncfſe. Thoughit bee neuer ſomuch 
againſt their knowledge, thoughir liencucr ſo heauie yponeheir 
conſcience, thongh it turn to their perpetual) ſhame and diſ. 
grace, yctifthe diuell,and the corruption of their hares, will haue | 
chemo ſpeake, they mult afficme irzif to denie, they mult gaine- 
ſay 
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fay it,and cate their words, how vniuſtly and impudencly ſoe- 
wer. 
InſtruRionto be aduiſed in dur ſpeeches,that we vtternothing F/& 
but that which will become vs to ſpeake againe, and is law- 
}fully ro perform, It was a faultin Dawdto (wear ſo peremprorily 
that he would kill Nabeljhis family, and cuery mothers child of 
che, lt was his ſtability in goodnes to breake off (ſuch a purpoſe, & 
neither to ſay ir againe,nor doit at al. Andit was the raſhnes of 
Peter to be fo rcfolute in promiſing that which was not in his 
power to performe, It was to be imputed to his conceitednelle 
& not conftancy,that he flood fo lliffely in denial of that which 
Chriſt cold him would come to palle,and gaue no place therein 
to our Sauiour, but had the laſt word of him. Itis wiſedome then 
to foreſce the events that are like ro follow:If we affirme ought, 
let vs know our warrant and ground,that weare able to prouc it; 
if we deny any thing, let the caſe be clecre thatit be notprooued 
againſt vs:if we vndertake any thingylet vs be fully aſſured that it 
is lawfull,and meet: and poſſible for vs to doit. And yet this 
fufficerhnot,vnle(ſc there be ſoundnelle and ſincerity without 
carnall reſpes in our Cayings, Ifche end be not good which is 
aimedat in ſpeaking,if the hart be nor faithfull of him that ſpez» 
keth,there can neucr be any firmnetle or certainty in the Gow: Pals. 
ches. There is no conflancy,ſaith Dawdconcerning the wicked, m 
their monthe1 within they are very corruption, For other vices that 
might hauc bcen made of this point, looke in the tenth chapter, 
and ewentith yerſc. 


Verſe 20, Deceit commeth to the heart of them that praftiſe miſe 
ebiefe,and toy to the comnſellers of peace, 


TR commeth to the heart, &c. that is ſorrow and gricfe 
commeth tothe hearts of them that plot miſchicfe againſt 
others by aduiſc,or attempr,when they ſhall kndehem(ſclues de- 
eciuce in cheir deuiſes, But ſuch as-vic their thoughts and words 
to moue men tobe at peace with God andthcir neighbours, and 
_ wwalkeinthe way of peace and gooJ1 proſperity, ſhall not fall 
ofthe comfort of their faithfull and wholeſome —_—_ . 
crafty 
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Dett.r, Crafty perfans ſh1ll feele che (martand woe of their own (ub- = 
till practiles, 
When their hearts take pleaſure in inventing of evill, they 
muſt be put to the painto beare the burden of their cull inven» 
tions, Vexation and mourning are not ſo mecete forany, n+ for , 
them that (tudy how they may vex their brethren, and bring 
them ro mourne, As we haue already ſhewed that wicked works 
Chap.,t.1s, 1-ccjye them that doe them, ſo for the ſame cauſes it will appcare 
that the warping of (iafull courſes wil turn rotheir hurt that ima- 
gine chem, | 
Firſt their ſucceſſe will not anſwer totheir expetations, they 
ſhall faile of chat which chey fully affurc themſclues of: as it is 
Prog.14.2z, ſaid, Doe they not erre that imagine ewltWhere the queſtion is not 
propoled in way of doubting,but of certainty, as of a thing that 
is clcere and manifeſt, and inno wilc to be gaineſaid. Neuer any 
man of an hurtful hart had his will ſatiſked, and his defirefulfil- 
led tohis contentment,andconſequently according to his hope, 
Women commonly haue paine breeding of child, and pangs in 
traucll,and comfort when they are deliucred: but malitious mea 
conceiuc iov al the time thatthey go greac with their purpoſes, 
& moſt when theyare bringing forth, & nothing but anger,and 
ſorrow,and ſhame, when they fee nothing but a miſhapen mon- 
ſter,to be borne vntothem., 

2 Secondly,though they ſceme to preuaile for a time,and ct R 
their parpoſcs ſo as their hearts wiſhed, yee ſomwhat hindreth 
their full comfort for the inſtant, as it did Hamer and Achabs, 
and all be ouerturnedin che end, and chemſelucs be oucrwhel- 
med therewith, as the caſe of Hamer, and Daniels aduerſarics 
tcftifieth. 

Thirdly,though they ſhould work their willes, & bring their 
urpoſes to paſſe and eſcape vnpuniſhed,as long as they liue, yer 
Leckuk there is aiu{gement cobegin whe life 18 ended,theyare 
nothing the better for being ſpered ſs long, All their cunning, 
all cheir craft, all their wiles and ſhifting will not ſerue the turne 
to wind chemſclues our of the woe that is denounced againſt 
them, and the wofull puniſhments that ſhall be executed vpon | 
them, : 


Reaſon 1. 


IaſtruQion 


Perſe21. PROVERBS.' I69 


InſtruRion that we vic our thoughts and mindsto better me »/4, x 
ditations and Rtudies,then to nouriſh that by Art which groweth 
too faſt by nature,Our fleſh breedech an apeneſle and inclination 
to doe cuill;and become hurtfull that we ſhall notneed to beate 
our braines about ir, bue rather haue cauſe with all carcfulneſie to 
bethink vs how we may ſhun & auoide ir. Let vs lezue that craft 
to the divell which is the maſter and teacher of it, who laboureth 
to hauc all to be his apprentices, andis moſt ready to informe 
euery one to be moſt expert and skilfull in that damnable trade 
of craftines.Bue neither himſelfe fro the beginning of th&world 
tothis day hath gained any thing by ic,but deſperat madnes and 
vexation, beſides everlaſting damnation to come,neither any on 
of his ſcruants of all the millions of millions that haue learned of 
him,hath in any one thing bin the better by it, but cuery way yn- 
utterably the worſe, | 

Conſolation to the poore, fimple, and harmlcſle ſeruants of 2 
God,againſt whom the cuill is intended,that it ſhall rebound vp- 
onthe authors,and returne ypoathe praRtiſers, andnever light 
yponthem. Many hearts are wiſhing their hurt; many minds 
are mufing how to workeit : manytongues ate conſulting who 
ſhall do itzmany hands are ready to execure it : many mouthes 
Inulting over them that ſhall ſuffer it, and all this while the only 
warchman of [ſracl, and the keeper of the Church doth laugh 
them to ſcorne. He maketh their minds to miſtake that which 
they looked at : he maketh their hearrs to be filled with feares: 
he maketh their tongues to beſpeak cheir own miſery : he ma- 
keth their hands to be hurtfull to themſclues:and he makethhis 
people to (itfafely in the midſt cf them, And this is cracly affir- 
med by Eliphaz,and warranted by the ſpirit of God in the book 
of lob. He ſeatrereth the deniſes of the crafty : ſothattheir hands 
cannot accompliſh that which they do emterpriſe, He taketh rhewte 
in their craftmes, and the counſell of the withed is made forbſy, 
T hey meet with darkneſſe in the day time, and grope at noon day «s 
in the night, But be ſaueth the poore from the /word,from their month 
and from the hand of the vielent man, 

But tothe connſeller;) Holeſome counſel] is comfortablero naf.z. 
them chat giueit, aſwell as profitable to them that take ir. 
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If the tongue perſwade to that which is right, and the heart 
agree with the perſwafion of the tongue, what(ocver (uccelle his 
words do findin others, hee is ſure to find ioy and gladnefle in 
his owne ſoule. The{ame bleſſing which Dexid pronounced yp- 


on Abigasltor procuring of peace by her counſe]l,the Lord doth 


promile and pronounce,and will performe to cuery one whoſe 
affe&tion and behauiour is like to Abigai(e. Blelled faith hee, bee 
thy connſell, aud bleſſed be thou, which baſt kept me this day fro com- 
wig toſbed blond, And our Saviour extendeth it generally to all 
that labour vprightly,and in due manner to make peace,(aying, 
Bleſſedare the peace makers,for they ſhall be called the children of 
Ged ,Mat,5.9. 

Ficſt,no man can ſoundly ſecke to reconcile man to God, or 
one man to another,or giue direion for his neighbors welfare, 
vnlciſche him(elfe be reconciled to God, and peaceable towards 
men,and hauc Chriltianloue in his hearz: and thoſe graces are 
neuer ſeparated from holy comfortand gladnelle, For the ſame 
ſappe that ſenJerh forth the one,doth in like manner alſo yeeld 
the other, as the Apoltle tellifieth, The fruit of the ſpirit t lone, 
io peace,cfe. And in.another place, The kyngdome of God us not 
weats, and drinks, but righteouſneſſe, and prace, and io) in the boly 
Ghoſt. 

If their counſcll be imbraced and followed, the good effet 
thereof with Gods bleſſing will miniſter: cauſe of reioycing, be- 
Gdes thankes and kindneſſe which. the partics holpen by their 
counſel will yecld vatothem:as Daws to Abigeil,and Neaamas 
to Eliba,andthe Taylor and Lydiarto Pan: ARt16.17,33.34% 

Thirdly,though theiraduile be reiefed, yet as /ſ@ab (aith,their 
rewardis withthe Lord, and they ſhall be gloricus in hiseyes, 
Aadthcirfaithfulldealing wilbring them both comfort & praiſe 
as /onatban found in (ceking to pacikic his fathers diſpleaſure yn» 
iuſtly kindled againlt Dawd, _ I 

Inftrution to mooue vs to be frequent,and diligent in ſo good 
8 ſcruice, whereof there is ſo much need, and opportunity of im- 
ployment(fyr worke may be had euery where)and ſo good a re- 
compence for ovr trauell, as ioy is, and therefore Guds iauour, 
and therefore Gods bleſſing with cternall gloty, And whas 

TRE ot though 
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though there be oppoſicions againſt vs,av all fairhfull peacema« 
kers ſhall meet froward perſons that will bee vnpeaceable, yet 
if the Godof peace be at peace with vs,and proteor of vs, what 
cauſe haye we to ſtand in any feare?lic would nor promiſe ys joy 
vnleſſe he were relolued ro performe it:and he would not incou- 
rage vi tobe ioyfull,vnleſſe our ftate were ſafc and happy. And 
why then arc we (o timerous to ſpeake when we ſee diſſention a- 
mong equals, contempt of ſuperiors, oppreſſion of inferiours, 
fianing agaiuſt mens owne ſoyles, and warre againſt the Lord 
himſelfe?ltis becauſe we would not giue offtence?leis an offence 
to be (ilentat the offences committed againſt God, and the hurt 
chat men doetothemſelucs and their neighbours, Is it becauſe 
we would auoidetrouble and diſpleaſure, and keepe our ſefues 
from griefcand ſorrow t The wayto doc that is topleaſc God, 
who can-make them whoſe anger wefcare,to fauour vs, and bee 
meanes of our peaceand conſolation.Burt in counſelling of peace 
we mult looke to theſe things, firſt, that we be iuſtly called ro 
deal in that particular caſc,lealt mediing with the ſtrife that belon- 
geth not ynto vs, wee bee a4 one. that rak#th 4 dog by the cares, Sc- 
condly,that we make no attonement betweene wicked menin 
their wickcdnellc,as Hefter would not make Hamar and Aſre- 
rw friends when they were fallen out : for kow much concord 
had been between FHamen and the King, ſo much diſcord would 
haye been betweeathe King and the Church, So that in ſetting 
agreement between man and man, it is good to ſet variance be« 
tween a man and his finne, andto leave finfull men at variance, 
whoſereconciliation doth tend to the diſhonor of God andthe 
hurt of his people. 

Reproofc andterror of makebates, which arecounſcllours of 
contention,of hinfulneiTe,and wrong doing: which ſhall be han- 
dledin a fitter place, when we come to the(t words://1thent wood 
the fire is — without « ralebearer ſtrife ceaſerb, Cha.26, 
20, In the meane time let them bee 8dmoniſhed that incenſe 
great men,asLandlords, and Magiſtrates, and maifters, againft 
their poorc, weake inferiours that live vader them. The Lord wil 
heare their cries and groancs, not only againſt the mighty ones 


that lay too heauy burdens vponthem butalſo againſt all thoſe 
£ 2 that 
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that haue been meanes and cauſers of it. And be this remembred 
withalloa both fides,as well on their part that be (o eaſily per 
ſwaded to rigour and crucity,as of theirgthat moue themeo it,or 
iacoragethem ia it,that this deuiſc doth notonly imbirtcr them 
again(tcheir vnderlings,who ſeem to bealtogether tn their pow. 
er, but alſo imboldnerthrhem againſt their maker, who only hath 
all power and ſoucraignty ouer them. 


Verſe 21.The puniſhment of iniquity ſhall not befall the inſt, but 
the wicked are fall of exulh, 


Fictions and correRions may come vpon the righteous, 

buc norevenging curſe tending to deltruftion, as-if they 

wereabics;Butthe wicked are full af cuill both of guiltineſlc 

and concjavall praiſe according to the corrupuon of their 

hearts, which the rightcous are purged from,and therfore alſo of 
thoſe puniſhments which the righteous eſcape. 

Thqugh thc Lord afflit rhe godly,as well as the godleſſe, yer 


 iti13 dogs in farce differen menaners + 


He commeth as a father in mercy and mildnes to che anc,and 
dealeth as a ludge or rather an encmy, in wrath & [cucrity with 
che other. He cometh with his prunniog knife to cut offthe ſus» 
perfluous{priggesand branches of the one, and with a keen axe 
ja his hand to hew down. by theroots the Rocks & bodies of the 
other. And this difference is:ſpoken of in the fourteenth chapter 
of this book, verl, 32.7 he wicked ball be caft away for bis naug b- 
tines: but the righteauy bath bape mbu death, Ang this difference 
js ſpoken of inthe (cauen and twentith of Iſaiah,verſe, 7. Harb 
be ſnutien bim,as he ſmete theſe; that ſmete him? or t be ſlaine ac- 
cording to the ſlavwzbter of them. that were ſlaine by bim ? That is 
hath the Lord plagued Ifrae) his Church and peoplein ſuch a 

r1cuous manner as he hath deftroyed their enemies?itis mani- 
Fe he hath not. And this difference is ſpoke of in the eight chap 
ter tothc Romans verlſe 1. that there is no damnation to them that 
are, in Chrift leſm that walkafier the ſprit,as there is to them that 
walk after the fleſh, 


Chap.11,31, - The fourc reaſons wherewith the laft doQtrine of thaformer 


chap- 
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chapter was proued,do cuidenely confirm this point:and there» 
forc to auoyd prolixity,& vaneccllary repetitions, we refer the 
reader to that place, 

InftruRion,to laboar to be vnlike to finfull men in behaviour Vſe.r. 
as we are deljrous to haue a better condition. Let vs (ct our (clues 

' agencmics againſt the dominion and kingdome of iniquity, as 
they do yeeld themſelues to be ſubiets and Nlaucs vnto it : let 
vs ſecke tocleanſe our ſelues from all filthinefle both of the fleſh 
and ſpirit,and be filled with the graces of the holy Ghoſt, andthe 
fruits of the ſame, as they arc full of lines, and vnrightcoul- 
nellc, 

Forthe wicked not to conceiue the better of their owne caſe, 2 
nor the godly tolikc the worſe of theirs, becaulc externally all 
things ſcemro happen alike co both fides:for there cannot be (o 
great a diſparity betweene any carthly chings, though neuer ſo 
contrary one to another, as there is betweene their eltates4.not- 
wichſtanding that in ſhew and appearance they are alike, 


Verſe 22.7he hying lippes are abomination ts the Lord : but they 
that deals tracly are hu delight. 


TY ſcnſe is plaine enough ofie ſclfe, if the ſupply be made 
of that which is vnderſtood in both clauſes. The Lord 
abborreth lying lips,that is,thoſe perſons that aBuſe their hppes - 
tolying,which will alſo be falſe in their deeds: & he is well plea- 
ſed with them that deale faithfully, which will likewiſe be crue 
intheir words, 

Euery lyar is a [oathſome perſon, God doth neuer hate any pn, 
thing that is not hatefull, and that muſt needs be odible which * 
he abhorreth, and cſpecially when it is abomination, which is 
in hie degree abominable vnto him. And that hee js ſo affe ed 
towards |yars, his owne word in other places doth teſtifie. As p,,,, 4, . 
when he (aithin this booke, Theſe fixe things doth the Lord hate: ” 
yea bu ſeule abborreth ſexen: the banty ties, and a lying tongue,and 
the bands that (bed innocent blond, ce. Yee may know by their 
companions ameng whom they are marſhalled, what ac- 
count he maketh of them, And ſo in the Renclation of S, /obs, 

2 2 he 
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he declarcth his dete(tation of them by reckonlng vp their fel- * 
lowes, aud deſcribing their gricuous puniſhment, The fearc/ull 
and wnbeleening and the abominable,and mw theers,ch5 whoremon- 

ert and ſorcerers, and idelaters, and all lyers ſtall hawe their part 1 
tbe lake ,which burneth with fire and brimſtone, which « the ſecond X 
death. 

Firſt,nothing is more contrary to the nature of God, whe is in- 
finitely truc,and truth it ſclfe,then guile and falſhood is, And mo. 
thing maketh men more like to ſathan, and workers of his will, 
then lying. $5 our Saviour told the wicked vnbelecuing lewes: 
Tee are of your fatber the dinell, and the luft s of your father ye will 
dot, Hee abode not in the truth, becauſe there « no trueth in bing, 
When he ſpraketh « lie, then be ſpeaketh of bis owne : for be 7 a her, 
ard the father thereof. Ic is [is mother tongue, & natine language 
to liezwhen he vetereth any rrueſentence it is but borrowed, and 
that alſo he cannot crucly deliucr, without grolle deceit and dil. 
ſimulation. | 

Sccondly,lying is a work of the old man,and that which mig- 
becommeth the children of God, and 1yars ſuch as giue them- 
{clues vnto it,are ynregenerate,and as yeethe ehildren of wrath, 
and ſubict co damnation. 

Thirdly they.are injurious tothem whom they miſcinforme, 
making themto beleeue errors,and many times, manyeuill con- 
ſcquentsinſue vÞon it, 

And thcreforethc Apoſtle exborteth al that aree(Feually re. 
generate,to caft off mg, and to ſpeaks enery man tructh nts bus 
neighbour becauſe we are member: one of another. 

Inſtruation,to work ypon our awne hearts ſo,as that we com- 
ming alſoto hate lying, God may loue vs for truth,and not haue 
vs in deteſtation for falſhood. If we cauſe him to abhorre our 
lippes for our yntruths to men,he will abhorre our praicrs and 
thankſgiving, and whatſocuer ſhall proccede out of our lippes 
to him. And it isnot cnough toleaue lying in reſpeR of hereaf-. 
ter, buteo loath the (inne of tt that hath been commited by vg 
heretofore. When eb knew that his words were diſpleaſing to 
the Lord, though they were few, and onely raſh and vnaduiled, 
and hc himſelf by crror was decejuedin themyhe abhorred him- 
{clle 
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ſelfe,and repented in dult & aſhes:how much morethen oughe 
we to do it, which haue more prouoked God with innumerable 
falſe ſpeeches, and chat knowingly and with purpoſe of decei- 
uing,and he doth profelle that they haue been,and are abomina 
ble to him ? And what though we hauc (omtimes kept our ſelues 
from blame by telling of lies ? What though we have delighted 
others,and obtained fauour to our (clues thereby?Wheat though 
we haue made our gaine and commodity of 1t?Wil all this, ifthis 
were the winning of all the world, be able ro counteruaile the 
high diſpleaſure of God,andthelotle of his fauor,together with 
the forfaiting of our owne faluation?And hereby ſhall we know 
that we be ſoundly purged from lying,if we donot only forbeare 
to lie,but be veterly vawilling that any other ſhould tell alyefor 
vs. For thatisthe note of arightcous man, that he baterh ing proy, rs, 2, 
words,as well as forbeareth to Beak them. Andthey ſhall be ſhut 
out of the kingdome of heauen together, which louc,and which 
make lyes,Reu,22.1 g., 
Conſolation to them that loue the trueth and exerciſe it ; the 2 
ſame God that hateth liars (o deadly, is as well plealcd with true 
men that ateR;and praiſe that which he loueth(o dearcly, Be 
ie therefore that they are maligned for ſaying that which rue is 
and hath not only purchaſed euill will, bur hard dealing,and that, \ 
at their hands which ſeem to be able to beare downe all before 
them;yer know & remember that God maketh account of thee 
for thou art his delight:and thoſe that be his fauontes ſhall find 
his favour cftcfuall againſt all aducr(aries, for (afety and pro- 
tefticn, } 
But they that deale trach, cc, That trueth which isacceprable 
to God conliſteth both in ſpeaking and doing. Dei, 
Nothing can pleaſe him but the image of that which is in him 
ard the Rreames which flow from him, as doththis recall and 
operatiue truth,and notthat which is verball and in word only. 
This is teſtified of the Lord Ielus Chrilt the dearely beloued 
ſunne of God, whois propoſed to vs for a perfetexample te» 
imicate, that hee did no wickgdue(ſt, as no deceit was foundin his Wai y3.9, 


months, 
Ficlt, 
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Firft, his word in many places doth command both, and tha 
equally,and no where doth diſpence with the want of cither, 
Secondly, his ſpirit doth infuſc both, and that inſeparably, 
and maketh cuery man that hath ataincd tothe one to be able to 
vſethe other, That which S. [obn ſetterh down in a more gencrall 
manner doth ſtrongly confirme this particular point. If av man 
ſinne not in word he 1s aperfett man and able to bridle all the body, 
His meaning is not that ſome be abſolute without ſinne in word, 
and perfeR, without infirmity in goodnes: but thae many be gra- 
tious without (infulnes,though they haue their (lips in ſpeeches: 
and fincere, without wickednes,though they hauc their frailtics 
in behauiour. 

3 Thirdly,both are infallible, & eſſential fruits of regeneration: 
and the Apoſlle doth perſwade vs uherby to declare our felues to 
be of the number of &s ſaints,and faithfull,(aying: Caſt of lying, 
nd let him that ſtole, ſkeale no more.Ephel 4.25.18. 

5 Fourthly, both arc required of them, that would know, and 
madifeſt themſclues to be naturall mEbers of the Church in this 
PC life, and inheritors of ſaluation 1 the life to come. Lord, ſaith 
alm45.7.2 D axid who ſhall dwell m thy Taberwacle ? who ſhall reſt in thy boy 
mountains? Hee, ſanch God, that walketh vprightly,aud worketh 

rigbtconſner,and ſpraketh the truth in bus beare. 
rv Inſtruction, r,if we would have the conſtant credit of honefly 
Je.t. among men,or the comfort of it in our ownfoulcs,or the allow 
ance of it in Gods preſence, that wee bee not more ſmoorh in 
words,then faichfull in workes:thae men may not more bcelague 
vs co betruc in ſpeeches,then the Lord ſhal diſcern vs to be tru» 

{ty in ations, 

Not co be oucrhaſt y to receiue theirreports, whom we are able 

, to conuince of vnfaithſulnes in behauiour. If God giue vs a ca 

ucat to looke to them,andbeware of them, if he commend none 
to vs for credible,burſuch as are righteous, why ſhould we (ee 
light by his certificace, & be credulous to hearken to finfull per- 
ſons?cſpecially fichence of all others, they are moſt ready to fill 
mens cares with pernitious and hurtful] informations, 

Verle, 


Reaſons, 1, 
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Verſe 23.4 prudent man concealeth knowledge : but the beert of 
fooles publiſheth fooliſhneſſe. 


Prudent man,he that is of good diſcretion, #nd hath learned 

to be wary and circumſpe,concealeth knowledge,not that 
he ſhutreth it vp altogether, without any vic or benefit of it to 0- 
ehers:for chat/were contrary to the protefſion which the Prophet 
maketh of that wherein cuery godly man ought co follow himzl 
bane not bid thy righteowſneſſe within my heart, but | bane declared 
th y irmeth of thy ſaluation; 1 hane not concealed thy mercy and thy 
truth from the great Congregation.Plal.40.10. And that were con- 
erary to the tettimony which is giuenof wiſe men, chap.15.7. 
The lippet of the wiſe doe ſpread abroad knowledge, But he will ob- 
ſerue all good circumſtances of (peaking, that it bee in time and 
place, when good opportunity dothrequire it,and goodeffedt is 
ke to be wrought by it. And contrariwiſc the heart of a foole 
which leadeth his tongue ( for guide it doth not)doth ſet the 
tongue on work either toveter bad matter,or that which is good 
in bad manner,thatcuery man may (ce the folly whick is in it. 

It is not good forany man toſpeake as much, and as often as py,q , 
he can, but as often,and as much as he ought. Many wiſc ſayings ah 
and ſentences,are inſerted by the ſpirit of God into this booke, 
to teach men how eo be heedfull for the obſcruation of this rule, 
Ax when tis (aid, chat rhe rongue of the wiſe vſeth knowledge 4- 
right:Chap.15.2.And that « foole powretb out all bu mind: but 4 
w/e man keepeth in till afterward.Chap.29.11. 
Firft this ſparing of ſpeech, when men reſcrue themſclues for 

fit occafions,and only vtterthat which ſcructh for v{c,doth giue Reaſon: 1, 
a cleereteftimony of a mind chat is ſtored with vnderftanding 
& iudgement, And thisreaſon our text inhanddoth otter ynto vs 
when it isſaid,that a wiſe man hideth knowledpe, as a foole on 
the other (ide doth exerciſe the contrary, Wee deeme them not 
the moſt thrifty husbands and wealchieſt men that will lock vp 
nothing in their coffers,nor keep any thing clolc in their purſes, 
but carry al their mony in their hands, & ſhew it to euery com- 


mer by,and ſo do they that hauc no more matter within their 
A a hearts, 
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hearts,then all the ſtanders by ſhall heare their lips deltuer, 
Sccondly,it is a point of humility to be filent in modeſty, as 


2 ride,and conceicednellſe maketh men deſirous to hearetheme. 
|-lucs ſpeaking. 
3 Thirdly,their words arc ſo much more dcfireable, and better g 


_—_ as they arerare,and few, and [caſonable. How good is 4 
Proutl.15.23- word 51 due ſeaſon?(aith the Scripture. And 4 word ſpoken mn bus 
Prou.25.It. Lace is as apples of gold upon piftures of filner. The ointment that 
18cloſc kept in a box wil yeeld a{weeter ſauor when iris powred 
out,then that which is cotinually open. And wine freſh from the 
vellell bath a better reliſh, then that which was drawne long be- 
force there was nced of 1t,or any to drinke it, 
Fer Inſtrutionto learne moderation and keep meaſure in ſpea-« 
king vnlike to them that be talkatme and excced roo far in mul- 
tiplying of words. What though it be true that we ſay, & ſo wee 
know,& arc able to proue 1t?Doth cuery truth befit every time? 
Should all men alwaics bc ſpeaking all that they know It would 
be a great meancsto hinder the increaſe of knowledge. Some 
be talking when they haue more need to hearc : ſome be tea- 
ching when they haue more necd to learne; and many wrovg 
them(ſclucs & thera that are preſcnt,in not giuing placeto other 
that arc more ſufficicntand better able to (peake.So did not E/e- 
bu he preferred his elders,though not his betters, before himſelf. 
He would not open his mouth before his turne came, & that hce 
ob 34-4-5- ſaw Job,and histhree friendsto ſwerue our of the way on both 
Ne, hands. 

2 Reproofe of thoſe that deſtinate all their ſpeeches,and thatin 
the miniſtery of the Goſpell, to the ſetting forth of their owne 
praiſes. It may truly be ſaid of many,that they preach not Chrilt 
ſo much as chemſclues, contrary to the faithfulneſſe of Pawl,who 
preached not himſelfc,but the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, Their chicfla» 
bour isnot to win glory to God, and men to ſaluation : but cre» 
ditto themſclues,and men to the admiration of their gifts and 
learning. Thisthey principally aime at, that all may bee affeRed 
with their clocution;that al may ſee the fruit of their wits: that al 
may diſcern of their skil in the tongues,tharal may witnes their 
paincsin reading:thar all may wondcr.at their depth of iudge- 
| ment, 
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ment, If thoſe be things that their hearts doe chiefly defire, we 
muſt conclude of them that their hearts doe publiſh fooliſhnes. 


Verſ.24.The band of the diligent [ball berare rule : but the aeceit- 


_ full foallbe vnger tribme, 


He hand of the diligent, that is, diligent men whovſe their 

hands,or other members of their bodics,or cl(e their minds 
to ſome honeſt and profitable trauell according to their calling, 
ſhallbeare rule,and attain toſlume good place of eſtimation. Bur 
idle perſons whom want and other occaſions draw to deceitfull 
courſes to ſhift for them(clues, as we hauc ſhewed in the fourth 
verſe ofthe tenth chapter,ſhal be made vnderlings,and broughe 
into ſubicAion and ſcruility. 


They which arc laborious and faithfull in mean places, doe pyg 


take the way to riſe to an higher degree. 

True it is that diuers attaine not toſuch greatneſſe as others 
doe, and yet be no lefle diligent then others are, but the Lord 
mak<eth their inferiority a ſtep towards their heauely aduance- 
ment : andthey are not without eftimation in that low eſtate : 
and God ſceth their fruit tebe better, and their comfort to bee 
more there, thenif they were raiſed vp to higher prefermene. 
Otherwiſe,they that ſeruc God in what place ſocuer arc ſure to 
grow greater, TheScripture propoſethexamples hereof , and 
ſheweth how the point hath been verified in former ages. /acob 
at the firlt ſce himſelf toſeruice,and was at the commandement 
of another man, but at the [aft, being painful & true, he was able 
to keep ſcruants himſelfe,& other inen were at his commande- 
ment. Joſeph when he came into Xgypt was bought and folde 
as a poore bond man , but being faithfull in eucry place thar hee 
came into, he was promored in eucry place that he came into, 
When he was a ſervant , when he wasa priſoner , and eſpecially 
when he was Prince. Danuid had once thecharge of.a flocke of 
ſheepe , and thereof was not a little heedfull : but afterwards he 


bad the leading of an army of men,and{aftly,wasexalced tothe 


throne of a-glorious kingdome, 
Firſt,promotion.isfromthe Lord,and heſetteth vp,andput- 
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tech downe, according to his owne will. And therefore when he 
hath fitted men to authority, by humbling them with labour, 
henaſſigncththeir places wherein they ſhall Rand, & by his pro» 
uidence preferreth them tothe ſame : ſometo bee Magiſtrates, 
ſome co be Captaines, ſome to be Minifters,ſometo be Maſters, 
ſome to be Stewards, ſome to hauc one office, and ſome ano- 
cher. 

Secondly,the hand of the diligene maketh rich, andriches 
cauſe them that are wiſe & honelt to be put into authority, and 
imploicdin the townes and places wherein they dwell : or at 
lealt chey grow to be houſckeepers andbeare rule in their owne 
familics. 

Thirdly, painfulnefſe with wiſedome and faithfulneſle doth 
cauſe great perſonages tolooke afterthem. They entertainthem 
into ſeruice:they put them in truſt with their afftaires : they giue 
countenance vnto them:and they many times are means of their 
riſing and preferment. And in this ſenſe is that ſaying : Thow ſeeſt 
ibat 4 diligent man in bis buſinefſe Fandeb before Kings, and ſtan- 
detb not before the baſe ſort.Prou,22.29, 

Reproofe of their folly thatare aſhamed and diſdayne to take 
any painesvaleſſe it bein ſeruing of finne and Jul, and thereto 
they make chemſclucs ſlaues & drudges, And what is it that mo» 
ucth chem to ſuch niceneſle, that they will not youchſafe to put 
their hands to any worke, or ſet their minds to ſecke for know. 
ledge whercby they may be fit for ſome goud profeſſion ? The 
feare of contempt :the doubt that they ſhall be lietle regarded,if 
they applicd theſeluesro fuch a baſe kind of life. It is not accor- 
ding to their birth and bringing vp,to ſpend their time in labor, 
or Fudy:ir will be a hindcrance to their prefermene that they 
looke for.But wil they thus contrary the word of God,and crolle 
the truth of his holy (pirie?Wy they ſay that diligence doth mak 
men contemptible, when he faich, the diligent hand ſhall beare 
rule? wil they ſay that idlenes doth bring me to promotion, whe 
he (aith,that the idle ſhall be vader eribute?He will as well crofſe 
& contrary them incheir {tate,and defires,& make them feel his 
words to be true. Who ſceth nor what beggery,& want,& miſc- 


xy they caſt themſelucs inropAre they not driven to ſcl] away ,8: 


p depart 
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depart with that inheritance and patrimeny which their parents 

hauc left them?Are they not compelled to borrow and ſhift,and 

to finke deeply into debt?And it is a true Prouerbe, that the boy 

rower is (ernant to the man that lendeth, For further yie of this Proy,z2, 5, 
- point,ſec the fourth verſe of the centh chapter, inthe application 

of the ſecond doAtine, 


Verſe,2 5. Heauines inthe heart of a man doth bring it downe:but 
4 good word reiojenh it, 


H Eauines of beart,thatis, ſuch ſorrowes or feares, as arc not 

godly,& effeRs of faich,but procceding from infidelity,or 

carnall reſpcs,eſpecially being exce(ſtue,doth bring down the 

heart,not humbling ir kindly,fo as pride may betaken away,but 

cither filling It with diſcouragement,or diftemper,again(t which 

the Prophet wreſtſcd withſundry conflifts:#7y art rhon caft down 

my /ouls,and art vngqniet,or tunow/twors within me? P(al.42.5, Now 

wichall he preſcriberh the remedy whereby this diſcalc of hure-= 

full ſorrow and pen(ivenes may be cured, and that is with good 

words. For the comfortable ſpeech of a friend, tur eſpecially 

the wholſome word of Gad,declaring the remiſllion of fins, and 

the fauour of God,expelleth the heauines of the heart,and refre- 

ſheth it with ioy and comfort. ; 

Immoderate gricfe doth turne men to great hurt and annoy= DoF, 

ance. As fi:(hly mirth doth much corrupt mens minds,and iirre 

them vp to vanity;ſo worldly forrow doth greatly weaken their 

hearts and dull their ſpirits, whercby they are hindred from the 

performance of many good duties. And ſo much is meant in that 

place,where it is ſaidthat by the ſorrow of the heart,the mind is Prou.r5,r3, 

heauy, When /oſbxa was inclining to too much feare and dil- 

comfort,for the lotle of his men at their going vpagain(t As.and 

theeuill conſequentsthat were likely to follow, the Lord would 

not ſuffer him to giue place thereunto ſaying, Get thee vp wheres 191.7.10, 

fore lieft tho thus vpon thy faceiHetooke notice,and gaucacen- 

ſure of this inward atfetion of his heart, ſomewhat exceeding 

meaſure,by the geſture of his body, 

Fult,the health and ficength of the body is thereby impaired Reaſons.1,. 
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andthelife ic ſclfe is many times ſhortned by that mcancs, 4 
joyſull beart eauſeth good bealth, but @ ſorrowfull minde drieth the 
bones, Pros.17.22.1t pearceth to that which is Within,and brin- 
geth weaknel(Te ypon the ſtrongeſt parts, 

Secondly,ſuchas are opprelicd with cares and griefe are made 
ynmect for the (cruices ofGod, who indeed doth require feare, 
but commandceth !ikewiſc torcioice with trembling. P/al. 2,11. 
How can they cal vp6 God in anyferuency,when deadnes hath 
wholy poſſciTed them?How can they be thankfull,and offer ac- 
ceptablc praiſes to God when they are void of al ioy and cheer- 
fulncilc? And how can they attend ynto his word, when their 
choughts are all cogether bulicd inthe.contemplation of theyr 
owne miſery?The mellage was very comfortable which Moſes 
brought tothe Iſraelites in Egypt , when the Lord told chem, 
that hee wowld deliver them from the burden; and bondage of the 
e/£gyptians,and would taks thens for hus people,cy be their God oe, 
but it is ſaid they harkned not to him for anguiſh of ſpirit aud cruel 
bondage. Exo.6.9. 

Thirdly, it maketh men lefſe diligent and profitable in their 
callings, whether itbe in their ſeueral trades,or in places of ſupe- 
riority to gouerne, or of inferiority to obey. 

Fourthly ic bercaueth them of the benefit and comfort of any 
Chriſtian ſociety wherein they arencither apt to doc good, nor 
recciue good.l[t taketh away their cheerfulnes:it diſableth their 
tonguesof ſpeaking fruitfully:itRoppeth their cares from hark - 
ningattentiucly:their preſence is not very delighttull co others, 
and the. company of others is not much regarded of them. 

InftruRion,1.to preuent this worldly ſorrow by preſcruing of 
godly ioy,and thatis by keeping the peacc of a goodconlcience 
with an vprightheart,and holybchauiour,citherſhuoning of (in 
that we runne not into it, or ſoundly ſorrowing for it, when wee 
hauc committedit Looke how much innocency and Gncerity a- 
py man hath,ſo much comfort his heart ſhall cnioy,and accor- 
ding tothe meaſure of guiltinelle there will be an inward ſecret 
biring gricfe and fearcfulneſle, 

When anguiſh and lorrow,when feare and troubles aſſault vs 
ſo ſtrongly that we cannot repell chemylet vsthen obſcrue that 

holy 
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holy counſell which God,that can make it effeuall, doth offer 
here in this place vnto vs,and that is to haue a recourſe tofaith- 
full comforters. He ſendeth vs to themyhe incourageth vs to go, 
he alſureth ys of ſuccefle, he hath alwaics performed, thatneuer 
any was left vynholpen,that ſought help at his band according to 
this his direRioa.Elbuſpcaketh of this to /ob,that #hen a manis 
ſtriken with ſorrow vpon hisbed, and griefe of his bones is ſore, 
ſo that his life cauſeth him to abhorte bread and his foule dainty 
meate,that his fl:(h is conſumed, and his bones charter, and his 


ſoulc draweth to the grauc,and his life to the buricrs, yetafaith+ lob.33,19.8&4 


full racfſenger of God,one of a thouſand deliuering his me(ſage 
fiithfully from God,will healc ali this in chem that giue creditto 
him,and (ct them in as good caſe as euer they were before, For 
God which can doall chings and formed all things, hath vnder- 
taken to giue ſuch a bleſſing to the words of his ſcruants, and 
chiefly them by whoſe miniſtery he ſpeakethto his own people 
[create((aith he) the fruit of the lips 10 be peace, peace, that is, 
(eruc,perpetual,& moſt conſtant comfort)vnto them that are far 


off, and to them that are neere,for I wil beal him, Hereof the keeper , q 16.28, 


of chepriſon, whom Pauland Silas conuerted, had happy experi. 


ence,and thereby was preſerued from deſtroying himſelf, Here» AR.z.3.y 


of three thouſand at once, whom Peter coucrted, had happy cx- 
pericnce,being delivered both from their feares,and finfulnes. 
To colleRall good arguments whereby we prevaile againſt 
our dread and ſorrowes that grow from our afflictions and trou» 
bles, As who impoſeth them __ vs but the Lord. And to what 
end doth the Lord ſo impoſe them, but in mercy and wiſedome, 


as a moſt skilfull and faithfull pbifirion,for our profit? Hauc not 
our betters endured more, and yet were heloued and bleſſed of 
God both for the preſent,and afterwards?Haue not we deſerued 
farce greater iudgements,cuen deſtruction it (elfe,and is it much 
if we be onely ſcourged (o fauourably with ſuch ſmall Rripes of 
ealie rodds,by a louing father who doth prepare vs thereby toſo 
great comfort and glory? 


Verſc.. 


Iſfa.57.19, 
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" Verſe 26, Therightrom ts move excellent then bis nelgbbour but 
the way of the withgd will deavine theey, 


=—z righteors, that is,cucty godly man who hath atrained to 
vpcightnes.chovgh not to perfetien of righteouſnes,a ber- 
ter then his neighbonr, 1; better beloued, and graced of God, and 
moreeſteemed of godly wiſe men, and hath chatin him which 
maketh him more c6mendable then any other that is vnrighte- 
ous and finfull:and fo bis way isanſwerable to his hope, Bur che 
wicked deſiring,andſccking, and cxpeRing amore excellencie 
aboue others, ate notwithitanding contemptible, and grow in 
time to be contemned,and fo their way deccetueth them, 

Grace maketh good men to be the worthielt perſonages, As 
they go before all the varegenerate in vertue,ſothey go beyond 
them in honour: and asthey exceed them in piety, (o they ſur- 
mount themin excellency. The ceftimony which the Prophee 
giueth of them to God himſclf,by the inſpiration of Gods ſpirit 
doth make this manifeſt. 45 goods ſaith he,extend not tothee but 
ro the Saints that are in earth:exents the excellent : all my delight is 
inthem, And /ſaiab ſpeaking of the ſame ſore of people, though 
neuer ſo mcane and poorcg(aith,that peu all the glory ſhall bee a 
defence. 

——A regard of their condition inthis preſent life they have 
all prerogatiues, and preferments, By parentage cuery one of 
chem is Gods child:By dignity they are all Kings:by inheritance 
they have title to heauen and carthgtheir food is heauenly man- 
na,their cloathing is the righteouſnes of Chriſt:their attendantre 
arethe holy Angels, what ſhould we fſpeake of other things, 
wherein one man is wont to exccll many others, and chereby 
wax glorious and become renowned?Who is wiſe beſides them? 
who el(c hath any truc fortitude in them?do not al others in their 
folly bring ſhame ypon themſclues?Hath not Sathan ſubdued ge 
as it were trampled them vnder his feet ? They are dealt with as 
bondmen, and put tothefowleſt workes of impicty, and falſc- 
hood,luit,and lewdnes,and of all kind of iniquity, 

Secondly, 
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Secondly, in reſpeRof their ſtaterhat ſnall bee in thelife co 
come,which by no copatiſon can be ſuthciently exprelled They 
ſhali have perfe happinetle, & be madelike vato Ielus Chrilt, 
moreexccllent & puilſanc,then the molt glorious Angels,Whe 
all che wicked ſhall be brought to the fulnes of contempt : when 
ſhame ſhall coucr them:when they ſhall be troden downe as the zy;ch - 1, 
miecr in the (treetes, 
Inftrution,to labour for excellency by thoſe meanes wherby Wer, 
we may be made excellent,aud that is bv growing godly and re» 
lI:gious. This waic wil not faile roeR it,and none othercourle 
withouric, will be of any force to bring ir to paſſe. Men may be 
very wealthy,and ignominious: they may baue gorgeous appa- 
rell,and bee contemptible perſons: chey may be honorablie dil- 
cended,& yet without all honor. To conclude,acither ſtrengrh 
of armecs,nor cloquece of tongue,nor ſharpnes of wit,nor beauty 
of face, nor comclineſle of (tature, nor boldnes of courage, nor 
any otherexternall thing, or. gifts of minde voſanRikee, can ſo 
adorne and [ct forth one,as that therby he may truly be reputed 
for a man that is praile-worthic, | 
Reproofe of ſuck as of all others molt vilific and contemne 
them that are moſt gratious and godjy, Which make them (ac- 
cording to S.Panlsſaying(as the filth ofche world, andthe of- 
ſcourings of al things. Which makelefle reckoning of them that 
are trucly rcligious,then of the duſt which they ſweep out of their 
houſes,and caſt tothe dungbill.They had rather have theic chil- 
dren and freinds to bee beare-wards or chimnic- ſweepers, then 
mortificd and faithfull Chriſtians. How dittcrent is their cfti- 
mation from the ee{timonieot the holy Gholt ? And therefore 
how little grace of the holy Ghoſt is wrought in their hearts, james 2, ;, 
$. lames condemneth it fora haynous offence to have a baſe 
opinion of the godly, andto put thera behind wicked rich men 
for their pouertic:how gricuous then istheir finhe which con- 
tcmne avg loath them, & put the vileſtheforethemyfor their pi- 
ic? Bur one thing let them know, and that they: ſhall in time 
ro came both ſee andfcele, vnlefeinduc time before, they fee 
. their taule, and feels godly griefe for the fare, that they ſhall 
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never inherit glory with the righteous in heaven, that be deſpi. 
ſers of the 1n carth.Nay not ſo only, but God doth conditio with 
them that would haucan habitation sboue with him, that wide 
perſons mwwuſt be cont emncd in their cies and they muſt boner them (hat 
feare the Lord, | 
The other clauſe of this verſe is the ſame in ſcnſc,and almoſt in 
words with the e1ghtcenth verſe of the former chapter, where it 
is (aid, that The wicked worketh « decent full works : and therfore we 
refcrre the reader to that place for the doAtine of it, 


Verſe,27. The deceitfall man roſteth not that which bee tooke in 
buetmg but the 14, be: of the di/yg ent man are pret ions. 


T- deceitfull, +c.That is a proverbiall kind of ſpeech, figni- 
{ying that they ſhall not inioy nor have the benefit of that 
which they get by craft and falfhood. If the whole ſimilitude be 
tully (ct downe, the meaning will the better appeare. Eucn as 
hunters many times when they take a prey,yettalt not of it, nor 
farc the better for it : (for dogges may eaxe it vp, or ſome other 
occurrent may fall outro deprive them of it, «s many kts come 
berweene the mouch and che morſell ) fo vniuft and deceitfull 
men,though they attaine to wealth and riches, may bee affured 
that they ſhall neuer hauc any ſound profit or comfort by them. 
Where by the way,may be (cen the different endof the hunting 
thatwas vicd in thoſe daizs,and of this which is pratiſed of ma- 
ny in ourcimes, They made it an excrcife for profit, & thereby,as 
it may appcarc,prowded foode for them(clues, and the families 
whercin they liucd,as is to be ſeenc in the example of Eſas him- 
(cife,who vſed to bring home yeniſon to his father. But itis ordi 
rary now with divers re beftowa great part of theirtime ro hfic 
mcerly for plcafure, without any commodiey. They voluntarily 
defraud them(ſclues of the prey which they rake,their houſholds 
haue not the berter cheere by their hunting,but the worſe. They 
conſume them(rlues,and walt their goods,and impoveriſh their 
wiucs and children, by following their fports, and negleQing 
their eſtate:by feeding ſo many dogges, as thatthereby they - 
faile both of care and alfility to provide for their people, yr 
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the riebes of the di ;gent are precioxs, that is, thoſe thinges which 
chey that arc both taithfull and induſtrious do gaine and get by 
lawfull meancs, ſhall doc them good, and (cruc tor their com» 
fort, 
© Euillmeanezof getting may bring goods to mens hands, but py 
not co their vic. ; 
Riches may come according to their defire, buteythernot to 
tarry withthem,or notro doc them ſeruice,ſo that they wil turn 
to a vexation at their departure,or to clog & burden them whiles 
they remain. As the Partridge layeth egger which ſhe batcheth not: lerem. 17.11 
ſo,faith ſeremy, be that gerteth riches, and not by right ſhall leans 
then m the middeſt of bis daies, aud at bis end ſhall be a foole, All 
deceitfull perfons fal into that abſurdity,which by our common 
proverb is derided:they count their chikens before they be hat- 
ched,ſo ſoone asthey haucegges in their ne(}, they conclude of a 
brood of comfort & happines, which God hath concluded that 
they (hal neucrabtain. Aches hunted after the conſecrated gold, loſh 7.15 
and (iluer,and cxecrable garment: but albeit he caughethem, he 
roftcd them not, but was burnt himſelfe, with all his,and whatſo- 
eucr hc had before, 
The Amalekites which facked Ziglag,and. took the ſpoile of 
the city,wth D «aids wiucs & ſubſtice,were proſperous hunters 
in ſhew at the fiſt, yee they rofted not their prey, bur provided it 
for D aid: vic, & Dawid dealt with them as with beaſts that arc 
huated _= the net, Fu 
Firſt,the vſc and comfort of all things proceedeth only from 
Gods gift and bleffing, and ſtandeth nas bn che mcere her _ 
and pollcfſion ofthem:& all deceirfull perſons bothin a general 
reſpeR, becauſe of their wickednele,and in a ſpeciall regard for 
their fraudulent & guileful behaviour,are ſubictromaledicgion 
and to be curſed in every thing that they deale in, or which be- 
longeth vnto them. 
Secondly,though the vngodly haue many times power & abi- * 
lity to increaſe their goods, yer the vie and fruition of all good 
things 1s appropriated peculiarly & intailed tothe righteous, for 
whom the wicked are ſeton workc,and not for themſclues. 
And ſo much doth the holy Ghoſt cxpreiſclie teſtific :Swre/y 
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19 amanthat ir no04 inhbirſight,God 719ethwiſdome andknowvcage, 
4%! WY. bu: ſe the ſinner begracth pame rogather,andto brape vp fs 
gine te bimchats1 poodbefore God, Eccleſ.2.25, 

[15 ineaetts to the fame purpole, ſaving, Thawgh be ſpowld 


beare vp jiluer ar the duſt and prepare rayment as theelay, he may ® 


prepare at bri: 1he it jball put it 0n,4nd the muccent ſball dinide the 
JUHer, tO), 27-10,17. 

Anon onto withhold our kands from direption, that we 
tike or from others that which will turne tonou gucd for our 
[.iucs- We bing aricte, and peraducnture alſo want vppon 
them,bur wee bring tnnc wth greater lorrowand milcry vpon 
our clues: it may be their hinderance, bur it will be our owne 
vaduing,vnlcile we leaue ottand repent, and as much as we are 
able, mokerclticution, Sothat our prey will not onely nor come 
to yur diſh, but deuoure the rel of our meate, which otherwiſe 
might be for our rouriſhment;& by this meancs our neighbour 
1: butt, ourlabour1s loft, oar conſcience is wounded, our Rate 
15 curſcd,our foulcs indangered, and that which is worlt of all 
our God is oftended,avd provoked to difplealure, And there- 
forelcenotother mens fucceſle in this varhrifty manner of gay- 
ningallure vsto !ollow the fame reagk with thei, lithence we 
forcknow the vnhappy cuentthat wil fal outin the ead, Though 
[poile and cruelty, chovgh rapine,and robbery,though hlching 
ad (tealiag, though gaming, lying, fallebood, or any indirect 
cuurles doe (ct vp men for a time, yet downe they mult, and be 
drincn tocontellc, thatall their (infull gertings were vanicie & 
lotle,and all cheir valawtul commoditics pernutious and hut ful 
to them. 

Bat theviches, ce, Wealth well gotten by good men, is great 
in valuc,whatlocuer it be in quantity, 

As the bread of deceitts (wectelt, ſo the riches of iniquitie 
ſeca.c beſt to vnarighteous perſons: and Nlupgards like nothing 
{o well, as that which commeth with lea(t travell, and without 
much paynes taking.Berrer, lay theyss an handful with eaſe then 
two h.mdfull with labour and vexation of ſpirit, And every thing 
154 vexationof their (pigit which putterhithem to any paynes of 
tody.Butthe Lordtellifieth the contrary,and teacherth hispeo- 
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ple bath by word andeffecA, that that onely is of worth ar'd <:! 

«| - mation which his ſeruants obtaine by lawtull means, & his bl: 
ling vpon them. Aa lzecaule this point is molt rrue, and the 
world belceucth 1:ot chat any truth is in it, he contirmeth the: 
o © lamein divers places ; as Chan.15.16, Better ts alut/e with the 
feare of the Lord then great treaſure and trouble therewith, "| hat 
is, with fearc,care, ſorrow,or the check of an evill conſcience Sv 
in the Plalr.37 16, A [mall thing vn101be righteous, us better then 
great riches tothe withe) ard mighty, 

Ficlt,in reſpect of the alucr hereof ,itis the Lords hand that 
bc(to weth it vpoa them as a teſtimony: of his louc,and ancarnel} 
of moreexcellent :realures. Now an Angell fromthe Kings own 
hand ia fauor,is more regarded then a pound from another,vp- 
Oo! other occaſions, And how great a [ub({l ice many a man hauc 
coucicd to him by receiving a ſhilling, orteltertor pollcſſion of 
all that is palled ouer to him by deed of guitture? And how large 

demcanes maya man be cſtated in by taking aculcin way of li- 
ucry and (cilon?Now though cucrlalting lite be principally COn- 
firmed co vs by the (pitit of adoption, yer the Lord would hauc 
bis ccernall fauur to bis Saincs to. be [eene and acknowledged 
euenyn his earthly benches, 

Sccondly,it is lanfiged varothem by the word of Gol, with 
praicr,and thank(guing.1,7im,4.5. 

Thicdly,his blethng maketh it to ſerue and (athice themfor all 
necdfull y{cs : it ſatisfteth their hearts tit is comperent for their - 
bodics;it isſuiticient for their families, And as their ſtate is in« 
crealcd,lo their hands ace opened todiltribute to the poorc,and 
to co.1tr1bute tothe ſervices of God,and cuery way to ſhew their 
readines to duc goody fo as God may h auc glory, his ſcruants re- 
freſhing,and cheir own foules an everlatting recompence of im- 
mortality. 

Conlolation to all godly, faithfull, and induſtiicus perſons, 
that they are cucry way calthy and rich : rich in glory «hich is © /* 
relerucd for them in heauen:rich in wel doing:-rich in ſpiritual 
graces:rich incarthly (ubſtancegt cnough of that which is deave 
| & precieus may make a man to betich.- That ſaying whichris in 
L.0 the filteeath Chapter of this booke,is notto be reſtrained torany 
| Bb 3; one, 
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one, but holdeth true for every one that feareth God, tha; th# 
houſe of the rizhreous bath much treaſure. Things that are coltly ' 
and of great price,arenot to be rated by compariſon vith the 
meaſure of baſer maiters, nor according to the roome which 
they fill vp. A lietle gold ovarualverh much leade or yron,many 
great pibbles arc not matchable in worth with one pearle which 
isfarre lefſe then they are,a boxe full of rich diamonds,is better 
then a houſe full of wood, and ſtraw,or other Rtuffe that is courle 
er common-And ſo (tanderh the caſe with good mens poikefli- 
ons;the bleſſing of God wich his mercy and fauour doth convert 
them into Iewels for their vic and benefit, & worketh ſuch com. 
fortablc effects by them,as all the treaſures of the wicked can nc- 
ucr yeeld vnto them, 


Verſe 28. Life is in the way of righreouſnes, and in that patbway 
there ts no death, 


Þ- = meaning is, that they which are righteous men 
iuſtifed by the merits of Chriſt, and ſanRified by his ſpirit, 
& obcdient to his willin working that which is agreeableco his 
word,are in ſtate of life cuerlaſting. The life of grace they haue 
polle(ſion of already;the life of glory isafſured to them by the 
life of grace: whoſocuer hath the one, can neuer faile of the 0- 
ther. And therefore it is ſaid that there is no death in that part, 
They are deliuered from the firſt death, which hath power ouer 
all finfull men, in this world:and they ſhall ncuer come into the 
ſecond,which is the portion of reprobates in the world to come, 
And this is confirmed by theteftimony of Chriſt himſclfe, fay- 
ing, Yerily,verily, [ ſay onto you fee that beareth my word, and be. 
leeneth in bim that ſent me, bath excrlaſting life, and ſhall not come 
into condemnation but bath paſſed from death to life, The doArine 
which the words would miniſter, hath been declared,and proſe- 
cuted in the nineteenth verſe of the former chapter, where it is 
ſaid that rigbteonſues leadeth to life, and therefore it isnecdletle 
to handle it agaiue in this place.Onely let rhus much be ſpoken, 
thatthe holy Ghoſt doth not in vaine fo often promilc life ca 
them that ſeeke, and ſeruc him, He doth repeate it more then 
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twenty times in this one booke, beſides the mention that the 0- 
cher parts of ſcripture doe make of it,almoſt eucry where, It is 
therefore a point of certainty to them that lay hold on it : [tis a 
point of difficulty, and not cally belceucd; fithenceG O D to 
helpe our hearts doth againe,and againe redouble it: and itisa 
point of great importance,requiring a ſerious and conſtant mc- 
ditation, without which men grow barren,and carcleſlc in doing 
all good duties:and by which they are made rich and plentifull 
1n all holy ſeruices. The confideration of life, and of ſuch a life 
will incourage the heart,and open the mouth, & ſtrengthen the 
hands,and make the feete nimble to runne inthe wayes of 
righteouſnes:all thatthey can doe in obedience, they 
will account too little, and notbing that they 
ſuffer for vel-doing,they will 
thinke too much. 
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